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President R. Stanton Hales
“A boundless enthusiasm for students”

Roles

m n
“Yes!” said Shirley Huston-Findley, professor and department chair of theatre and dance, when I asked her if I could attend her
Creativity and Aging class. I wanted to take her first-year seminar so that I could feature it in the magazine. “But I’d like you to participate,
not just observe,” she said.
The class consisted of first-year Wooster students and retired community members, whom we called “elders," not “seniors” (thank
goodness). Shirley needed a critical mass of elders, and although I did not consider myself an elder (surely you have to be at least 65?),
I was happy to take on the role. Plus, I like the word “elder." It connotes wisdom and power.
So for a semester, I was simultaneously writer, editor, photographer, staff member, student, and elder. I loved my multiple roles.
Observing, recording, photographing, and script writing all came easily. And then one day, the play we had created in class called for an
actor to play a middle-aged character. Our “real” elders were too old, our Wooster students were too young, but I was perfect. Or so I
thought, when I blithely volunteered. I had never acted on stage, but how hard could it be?
It was really hard. As our performance approached, I somberly remembered a cardinal rule
of a former journalism professor: “Don’t participate in something you’re going to report on.”
The students and most of the other elders were turning out accomplished performances.
As much as I tried, I could not remember my lines.
I’d like to tell you that eventually I learned them. I did not. For the performance, I had to read
from my script. Or perhaps I could tell you that I learned that bad memory afflicts all ages. True,
but hardly insightful. I think what I learned is that playing many roles is just plain fun-and a luxury.
It’s fun because you can choose which role to evaluate yourself on. (Actress? Thumbs down.
Writer? Thumbs up.) It's fun because people treat you a little differently in your different roles.
It’s fun because if you step outside of one pair of shoes and into another, you're liable to learn
something new.
Or meet someone new. I’ve become friends with Betty Rea, who played opposite me in
our production. In our play, she was my Alzheimer's-affected, mercurial mother. I portrayed a
distracted, brittle daughter (who read her lines). In real life, Betty is the College’s retired,
director of housing. She knows a lot about the College and the community, and I’m looking
forward to learning from her.

Betty Rea ’81 and Karol Crosbie
rehearse their roles.
photo

My old journalism professor was right—most of the time. Most of the time, to be a proper,
journalistic reporter, you probably shouldn’t also be a participant. But in a creative work
environment, sometimes you get to break the rules. The freedom to step into different roles
enriches our lives, whether it’s in a job, a volunteer experience, or a relationship.

Emma Powell

Assuming different roles allows us to live our lives creatively. And it doesn't get any better
than that.
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12 THE STAN HALES YEARS:1995-2007
A celebration of the Stan Hales years, as the
College's 10th president prepares to retire.

2 4 G R O W IN G OLD, STAYING YOUNG,
AND THE CREATIVE PRO CESS
Wooster students and community elders
create together.

18 W O R L D V IE W
An alumna shares the inspiration behind
her photography.

18

1 8

Q.A

m !
2

Departments

2

0AK

GROVE

6 ALU M N I NEW S

30 C L A S S n o t e s

64 f a m i l y

h is to r y

59 O B IT U A R IE S

On t h e c o v e r
Mihika Chatterjee, a junior economics major from Calcutta, India, has taken classical dance for 11 years and has appeared on stage and
on T.V. Mary Williams, a first-year biology and history major from Pittsburgh, Pa., has studied the trumpet for 13 years. Josh Keller, a catcher
for the Scots, is a senior history major who wrote his I.S. on Babe Ruth. He is pursuing his M.S. in school administration. Andrew Temblath,
a sophomore economics major from Dallas, Tex., accompanies the choir and plays in quartets; Ana Azevedo, a senior in biochemistry and
molecular biology, will be pursuing her Ph.D. in molecular biology.
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“She’s our hero.”
she is a match for Jenna! Patrice and I met
Although donating a kidney to a family mem

through a forum for living donors... As a result
of her perseverance and generosity we are
looking toward a transplant in the next couple
of months!

ber is not uncommon, when someone donates a
kidney to a stranger, it’s big news. So when
Patrice Smith, administrative coordinator with
the College's communication and theatre

Nov 30: We met with Patrice last night. It
went GREAT!... She brought Jenna a little sil
ver heart necklace with the words, “Live your
life,” on the back. I am very optimistic and feel

departments, donated a kidney to 21 -year-old
Jenna Franks from Pasadena, Calif., the story
made the front page of the L.A. Times.
No one can tell the story better than Karol

so blessed that Patrice has given Jenna this
chance.

Franks, Jenna’s mother. Following are excerpts
from her online journal, http://www.livingdonorsonline.org.

Dec. 2 : 1spoke with Patrice last night. She
had finished her last appointments at the
transplant center and felt very optimistic about

Sept. 22, 2006: Jenna seems really tired.

the process.... I am feeling calm. I can wait now.
Jenna is happy.

Her activities are so limited yet she’s barely got
enough energy to do anything. The dialysis
really throws off her sleep patterns... It’s hard to

Dec. 13: Yay! Patrice just called-we have
a date—January 16th! Wow—that's four weeks
away! I told Jenna after she got home from

imagine what ‘normal’ would be like for her; it’s
different every day.

dialysis-she screamed! ...Doing a big HAPPY
DANCE here!

Oct. 1 3 : 1am always looking for fun things
for Jenna to do. She cannot really travel. I know

Dec. 28: Yesterday we went to help deco

some people do travel while on dialysis, but we

Two weeks after donating a kidney, Patrice
Smith was back leading the College’s noon
exercise class.
photo

Emma Powell

feel so lucky that Jenna hasn't had one infec
tion or infiltration at her dialysis center, that we

rate the Rose Parade float for Donate Life .... I
signed up to dedicate a rose to honor Patrice,
and one in support of Jenna. Jenna had a

feel more comfortable sticking close to home.
Nov. 2: Get ready for some WONDER

tough time at dialysis and could not join us to
decorate,

FUL news! We heard from Patrice yesterday,

Jan. 10, 2007: Tonight Jenna and I will

The longevity of the collegiate legend
It’s not often that the origins of collegiate legends are understood. But the winter of 2 0 0 7 provid
ed cold evidence about reasons for their longevity.
Wooster’s legend, of course, is that if the Kauke Hall arch is filled with snow, classes will be
cancelled. The fact that no one remembers when (or if) this actually happened has not deterred
generations of students. The fact that a snow day cancellation (with or without a packed arch)
had not occurred for at least 25 years did not stop approximately 4 0 0 students from continuing
the tradition on Valentine's Day eve, 2007.
They woke up the next day to stiff muscles, streets clogged with a foot of snow, and-cancelled
classes! Lack of cause and effect can not soften a good, solid tradition, and the cancellation will
surely give at least 100 more years of life to the Kauke arch myth.
The tradition took a new twist, when a group of students, faculty (including Pres. Stan Hales) and
staff returned a few days later to “unfill” the arch. Doughnuts, hot chocolate, and the friendly encour
agement of the dean of students fueled the deconstruction.
photo
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Matt Dilyard

go to La Jolla as she needs to be at Scripps for

Jeff, came by the hospital last night to meet the

an early morning lab appointment. This is the
final cross-match test. She will also meet with

rest of our family. They are the kindest people you
could Imagine. I feel that we have been given a
chance at a miracle because of them.

the transplant coordinator and surgeon, and will
get the instructions leading up to the transplant.
...Our kidney donor, Patrice Smith, will be in the

Jan. 19: Hi Everyone... this is Lori, Karol's
sister. I'm guest writing because Karol is busy...

hospital for approximately four days. She’s our
hero!

TAKING JENNA HOME! Yay yayyay! Karol spoke
to Patrice today and she Is doing good too. She

Jan. 13: One more dialysis day to go! I never
imagined I'd ever be able to say that. When Jenna
] first got sick when she was 15 years old, I thought
a transplant would be a couple of years away, not
the six that it has been. ...It's been a busy week.

asked Karol who the rocket scientist was that
decided speed bumps in a hospital parking lot
were a good Idea.

Jenna's braces were removed, revealing a nice,
bright smile. She also got a haircut. Patrice said,
i “Talk about a makeover ...braces, haircut, and a
kidney.”

snoring away on the beach. Later on, Patrice and

Jan. 1 6 : 1just watched them wheel Jenna off
to surgery and I still had questions. Is this the right
thing? Should we have just stuck with dialysis,
since she’s stable? I guess I am a little more shak
en because the final crossmatch high sensitivity
screen showed a mild B cell antibody, so they did
2 plasmapheresis and 2 IVIGs last night and this
morning ...She looked as white as the sheets
when they took her to the OR at 9:30 am.
On a positive note, Patrice and her husband

Jan. 23: It was beautiful out and we walked
a little. The sea lions looked like big sleepy cats
her husband Jeff, came by. They brought Jenna a
pedometer and a water bottle. Never too early to
start training for the Transplant Games in
Pittsburgh, July 2008!

Jan. 26: Today, I woke up in my own bed. The
last 10 days are almost surreal. It seems like the
transplant was a very long time ago. But it also
feels so new. Ed is down in La Jolla with Jenna.
They walked out to the jetty today, and Ed said he
had a hard time keeping up with Jenna.
This afternoon Je ff and Patrice stopped by to
see them for the last time. Patrice had her final
visit at Scripps and they said everything looks nor-

Top ranking for Moot Court
Wooster’s moot court team reached a major milestone
by advancing to the championship round of the American
Collegiate Moot Court Association (ACMA) National
Tournament for the firs t time in its five-year history.
Four Wooster teams advanced to the national finals,

Patrice and Jenna Franks—a lifelong connection.

mal and she is free to fly home tomorrow morning.
How can we thank someone for making such
a huge sacrifice for our daughter? There's this
deep appreciation and gratitude, but I can also
say that we have come to love Patrice and Jeff.
I never knew such a beautiful thing could come
out of Jenna's struggle with kidney failure.
It's been a wonderful experience since
Patrice’s first e-mail that said, “I wanted to let
you know I would be willing to donate to your
daughter." I still get emotional thinking about it.
I guess I always will.

Vice president Walton named
CEO of Claremont University Consortium
Robert A. Walton, who has served as the College's vice president for finance
and business since 1999, will assume duties as chief executive officer of the
Claremont University Consortium in Claremont, Calif., on July 1. Wooster

'vhere they argued both sides of a hypothetical case that

President Stan Hales praised the contributions Walton has made to the College,
including guiding the on-time and on-budget completion of six major building

concerned the National Security Agency's warrantless sur
veillance program, which has recently been modified by the

projects, the deployment of new administrative and instructional systems, and a
campus computer network upgrade.

Cush administration. The team of Lauren Mogavero '08.
and Je ff Kaatz '08 won its semi-final match and finished as
the second place undergraduate moot court team in the
United States.

He will be succeeded by John Sell, Wooster’s James R. Wilson Professor of
Business Economics, who will serve as interim vice president for one year. Sell
specializes in financial markets, investments, and strategic management.
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Robert Blair is retiring (Really!)

was a “seamless transition,” he says. As a

Under Blair’s leadership, registration,

sociologist, he was skilled in data analysis. As
a faculty member, he understood the impor

grades, address changes, degree audits, and
transcript access went online. He remembers

the College well for 28 years as professor of
sociology, for three years even doubling as

tance of making sure students were on track.
And he believed in service. Sociology
degrees, including a Ph.D. from Northwestern

a time when all such information was record
ed on paper, there was no e-mail, and the

director of institutional research. A bout with
cancer prompted him to place a high value on
spending time with his family.

University, prepared him for the first parts of
the equation. A divinity degree from Bethany
Theological Seminary informed the second.

And, two years later, there were good rea
sons for coming back. He had finished build
ing four rooms for his family, his cancer was in
remission, and the College really needed him

“A t the registrar’s office, we adopt the pol
icy of treating every request as if it's the most
important thing we do,” he says. “My big mes
sage has been, ‘We’re open for business,

to serve as registrar. But this time he means

come on in.’"
“Bob stepped in when we needed him and

Robert Blair had good reasons for retiring
in 1999. He was 66 years old. He had served

it. He’s retiring in June and intends to stay
that way.
His return to campus in 2001 as registrar

then modeled everything a registrar should
be,” said President Stan Hales.

Selectric typewriter was everybody's best
friend. But the consistency in the quality of
students is something that hasn’t changed,
he says. “Our students represent some amaz
ing talent. It was true when I came in 1971,
and it's true today.’’
Blair and his wife Kate, who is also retir
ing, will spend time motorcycling, backpack
ing, and enjoying their six grandchildren,
particularly at their Michigan cottage. He
also plans to volunteer for a number of
Wooster organizations.

le f t A. J. Hescht grins as Carrie Rowe zooms Pokey the turtle
over the head of stolid, single-minded Minnie. Chances are
good that Steve Rowe, Carrie's father and a nursery school
alumnus, did the same thing. A b o v e First-year Wooster student
Matthew Kopke shares a smile with Kaylee Kinnaird.
pho to s
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Men’s basketball shines
The Fighting Scots went into the
Final Four NCAA Division III semi-final

From Africa,
to Wooster, and
on to Ohio's kids

Virginia, where they were reading to
youngsters and waiting for the
evening game with Amherst.

playoffs with the highest winning per
centage in all of college basketball

Wooster gives no athletic scholar
ships, notes Akron sports reporter

since the 1999-2000 season, at 29-4.

Terry Pluto. “Players sacrifice to
attend schools such as Wooster,” he

Final Four, The Scots lost, 67-60.

wrote. “(Coach) Moore was still talking
about his team while on the bus head
ing to the elementary school. He and

But along the way, they garnered
glowing press for the team and for
the College.

his players probably would sit on that
bus for 5,000 miles, if it meant a title.
This is their ultimate hoops dream.

Kitty McManus Zurko, director
and curator of The College of
Wooster Art Museum, present
ed Art of Africa with the help
of Wooster students to 19
classes of elementary school
children last winter. Area
schools received curriculum
guides and follow-up activities.

“These are really student-athletes,"
reported the Akron Beacon Journal,
who caught up with the team en route
to an elementary school in Salem,

No agents, no NBA, nothing but real
life awaits after they graduate.

Photo by Karol Crosbie

The game with Amherst represented
only the second time in Wooster history
that the Scots have made it to the

“When it comes to college sports,
this is as pure as it gets.”

N ursery school turns 60
child’s birth order, gender, and level of competitiveness.
Little kids tend to assume the immortality of all things cherished-and
j in the case of Minnie the guinea pig and Pokey the turtle, they're not

The children take full advantage of the College, with field trips that
include the art museum, Lowry post office, geology department, and a visit

completely wrong. Minnie and Pokey have been the resident pets at The
| College of Wooster's nursery school for about 5 0 years. There have

to the psychology department’s monkeys. Special guests to the nursery
school include Wooster musicians and professors who are good storytellers.

been mourned deaths and accompanying funerals, of course. But anoth
er Minnie and Pokey always soon appear.
This year, the nursery school celebrated 6 0 years of tradition, learn
ing, and love. Founded in 1947, the school came under the auspices of
the College’s psychology department in 1974. It is unusual for a liberal
arts college to have this kind of partnership with a preschool, says
Michael Casey, assistant professor of psychology.
Many Wooster psychology classes incorporate the school into assignments,
and students minoring in education receive state licensure teaching credit
for the time they spend at the nursery school. Students observe gender dif
ferences in play behavior and language, analyze and code temperament and
niood, and do simple tests of cognitive development, says Casey. “Students are
amazed when real-life behavior confirms what their textbooks are telling them.
They say, The textbook is right!"'
Many Independent Studies have sprung from the nursery school. For
fixample, this year Courtney Colapietro, Medina, Ohio, researched how

The children and Wooster students form strong attachments, says
Casey. “Our students aren’t peers and they aren't exactly adults. They’re
a special kind of playmate and friend. In fact, there was one little girl who
so fell in love with one of our students that she announced that she
wouldn’t be attending nursery school on days when he wasn’t there.”
Minnie and Pokey join forces with gerbils Jam and Jelly to allow chil
dren to experience and learn about nature. There have been many furry
and feathered guests over the years, remembers Clare Adel Schreiber,
a former director and current consultant, who brought the first Minnie '
and Pokey to the school in the 1950s. “We had a sheep and lambs and
ponies-and there was one terrible father who came with a chicken in
his arms.”
Today s children serenade Minnie and Pokey with songs that are as
old as the beasts they describe. Written by Schreiber in the '50s, they
constitute a favorite daily activity.

Memory and learning are influenced when new topics are presented in a

Let s clap hands for Minnie, clap, clap, clap; listen while she answers, tap,
tap, tap. Now give her a carrot, crunch, crunch, crunch. ...Have you seen

^ay that allows children to apply the concepts to themselves. Amanda
ffopiel, Columbia Station, Ohio, researched the correlation between a

Pokey turtle? He is big. Have you seen Pokey turtle? He can dig. Have you
seen Pokey turtle? He is fun. Have you seen Pokey turtle? He can't run.
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D istinguished alum ni to receive awards
The Distinguished. A lu m n i A w a rd is given each year to Wooster alum ni—people who bring honor to the College through their
service and/or professional accomplishment. This year’s Distinguished A lum ni, along w ith other award recipients, w ill be recognized
during A lu m n i Weekend, June 7-10. For weekend details, go to http://alumni.wooster.edu/reunion.

LINDA MARSCH SAIF ’69
Distinguished Alumna
Viruses cannot reproduce outside a living
cell. They are the bioterrorists of the cell,
hijacking its replication machinery to exploit it
for their own function. Moreover, lest we
doubt the power of such a small adversary,
we have only to be reminded that the influen
za virus pandemic of 1918 claimed 20 million
lives. Anyone who listens to the news lately
should be aware of the major concerns about
the reemergence of a new flu pandemic

th e C a m p a ig n fo r W o o ste r

Marker Scholarship honors
“remarkable” professor

The list of honors and accomplishments
is long for Saif, Distinguished University
Professor at The Ohio State University. A
virologist and immunologist, she is a member
of the National Academy of Sciences, made
up of the country’s premier scientists. A vac

threat, even in the near future.” ... from a
speech by Linda Saif at a 2 0 0 6 College
recognition banquet.
With the specter of a worldwide pandemic
looming, one would think that scientists who
devote their lives to finding cures would be

Agricultural Research and Development
Center (OARDC) in Wooster, Ohio.

neered at her laboratory at the Ohio

But the vaccine is waiting for widespread

recalls. “We were from fundamentally the same
kind of background.”
Marker had a peripatetic childhood, as her

teaching and sincere interest in her stu

family followed her father, a navy surgeon
attached to the U.S. Marine Corps, from one

dents’ welfare” prompted Marker to endow a
scholarship in her honor. The $ 5 ,0 0 0 schol

posting to another, including Shanghai and

arship, which was awarded for the first time
this year, is presented annually to a junior

Peking. Frese’s father was an air force officer,
and she also knew what it was like to pick up and
move frequently.

Neither Mariska Marker nor anyone in her
family attended The College of Wooster. But that
has not stopped her from establishing the sort of
close, personal connection with a Wooster faculty
member that so many alumni cherish.

For Marker, each move meant starting over
with new teachers, and she developed a keen
appreciation for what set the best ones apart.

In Marker’s case, the faculty member is Pam
Frese, professor of anthropology. They met more

And as she got to know Frese better, she saw
those same qualities in her.

than 10 years ago, while Frese was collecting oral
histories of the wives of retired military officers.
They took an immediate liking to each other.
“We had a good deal in common," Marker

Wooster SPRING 2 0 0 7

spurs her concern; it is the future of science
in America.

Ken Chamberlain, OARDC

Independent Minds

6

Saif would be on such a list of super
heroes, but it is not personal recognition that

cine that could immunize the world’s children
against the rotavirus that causes diarrhea and
is a leading cause of mortality in infants and
young animals, has been aided by work pio

America’s super heroes. The fact that they
pho to

aren’t is on Linda Saif’s mind.

she’s rather remarkable.”
Her appreciation for Frese’s “excellent

anthropology major with a grade point aver
age of 3.8 or higher who plans to pursue the
study of anthropology, either professionally
or in graduate school.
“I am very honored by Mariska’s generous
gift, but the Mariska P. Marker Scholarship is
really a celebration of her continuing quest for

“Pam identifies with each student personally

knowledge and her love of learning,” Frese says.

in a way a lot of teachers don't,” she says. “She's
very approachable and when you interact with a

“Mariska would have been very happy here as a
student and would have been one of our most
successful graduates."

student that way they really want to learn. I think

implementation. “Throughout our history, vac
cines have been one of the major breakthroughs
in public health and science,” says Saif. “The
frustration of scientists is that we spend a lot of
time developing strategies, testing, assuring
safety and then find that there is a segment of
the public that doesn’t want to adopt them."
Americans’ suspicion of vaccines (particularly
those developed using biotechnology methods)
is just one illustration of a general lack of scien
tific literacy, says Saif. And the culprit behind sci
entific illiteracy? A lack of scientific scholarship.
Saif says it is significant that her teams of

“Viruses are the
bioterrorists o f the cell.

in her laboratory and has been involved with the
”

College's B-Wiser science camp, is a role model
both for both teachers and scientists.
“For my generation, there was a lot of

compensated, And Hollywood has yet to dis
cover the sex appeal of science. “Lawyers,

encouragement to go into the sciences because
of Sputnik and the race with the Russians,” Saif
recalls. Today she says she cannot rely on her

detectives, and police—the media shows them
out there fighting crime and promoting justice.
Scientists are usually the bad guys—the mad
Frankensteins."

new ideas and strategies on a daily basis.

Saif has been working in the area for more
than 25 years, but the national media paid

“We scientists aren’t sequestered away in
the laboratory," she says. “We're often out

Ohio State University advanced degrees in
microbiology to keep current, but must pursue

special attention to her work recently, with the

graduate students at the OARDC are largely

there in the front lines and working together in

2 0 0 3 outbreak of Severe Acute Respiratory

non-Americans. “I have a lot of students who
come from Asia, and you can see them con

Syndrome (SARS) and other emerging dis
eases such as the avian flu. In 2005, she

global teams to solve disease problems world
wide. There are all kinds of role models that

stantly outscoring their American counterparts
in math and science.

received AARP's Impact Award. The only sci
entist honored that year, she shared space with
Richard Gere and Tom Brokaw.

“In order for the U.S. to stay competitive in
science, we need to attract the best minds for
science. And we're not. I see the best and bright
est students going into business, or law school.”
And why aren’t American students turning
to science? Because it isn't valued, says Saif.
Science teachers are neither honored nor

Because of her pioneering work in the culti
vation of viruses and her study of how animal
viruses are transmitted to humans, the World
Health Organization asked Saif to serve as an
adviser to its SARS taskforce.
Saif, who regularly employs Wooster students

students need to hear about and appreciate."
Saif ended her talk to the Wooster students
last spring with a charge: “According to Albert
Einstein, there are two ways to live your life.
One is as though nothing is a miracle. The
other is as though everything is a miracle.
“Pursue your passion, persevere, and the
miracles in life will surprise you.”
(Distinguished Alumni cont., next pg.)

With finish line in sight, $2 million to go
A t press time, with less than three months remaining in the most ambitious fu n d 
raising e ffo rt in the College’s history, the Independent Minds Campaign was approxi
mately $ 2 million short of its last remaining unmet goal of $ 5 3 million in new
endowment contributions.
Earlier this spring, all Wooster alumni, parents, and friends received information from
the College about their participation in the campaign to date. Donors were given a sum
mary of their gifts and pledges since July 1, 2 0 0 0 , the date the campaign clock began
running, and those who have not yet participated were reminded that there is still time
to do so.
President Stan Hales, whose retirement on June 30, after 17 years of service to the
College, will coincide with the conclusion of the campaign, is eager to see the final goal
met. “I don't want to leave any unfinished business, especially not something as impor
tant to the future of the College as this," he said.
The College will publish a comprehensive donor report following the conclusion of
the campaign.
Lariska Marker and Pam Frese
I '’HOTO

Matt Dilyard
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JAMES FLETCHER ’67
Distinguished Alumnus
A deeply spiritual Quaker, James Fletcher
believes that “there's always more to the book
of life than we know.”
He grew up with a passion for rocket
science. “I wanted to go to the moon, Mars,
Venus, and where no one had gone before,”
he says. To follow his dream, he transferred
to M.l.T. after two years at Wooster and
graduated with a B.S. in aeronautics and
astronautics. Less than perfect vision kept
him from a career as an astronaut, so he

morning to see how many of the Russian or
Chinese ‘enemies' had been killed. I didn't like
what I was doing.”
He returned to school, this time in busi
ness, and received an M.B.A. from the Harvard
Graduate School of Business Administration.
He was the first African-American to be des
ignated a George F. Baker Scholar and gradu
ated in the top two-and one-half percent of
his class. He also earned an M.S. in mechani
cal engineering from Fairleigh Dickinson
University. He spent a year as a White House

Africa. During his first trip in 1972 -7 3 as a
White House Fellow, he was shocked at the
devastating apartheid that gripped the country.
His decision to return seven years later under
the auspices of the National Friends Service
Committee was simultaneously heralded and
decried by fellow Quakers. “It was an ideologi
cal whipsaw because some Quakers believed it
was immoral to even set foot in South Africa
and others believed we should be there work
ing with people for change.”
During that visit, Fletcher became close

Fellow, working in the Office of Management

friends with the clerk of the Soweto Friends

pursued what he thought was the second

and Budget.
But the corporate jobs that followed

of one day having a meetinghouse. His friend’s

best thing-aerospace engineering. He

were as unsatisfying as missile computer

accepted a job offer that promised a role
in the Voyager Mars exploration program.

simulations. “Business and corporate life has
its own logic, which revolves around continu
ally increasing quarterly earnings per share,”

But when he showed up for work, he was
assigned to the Minuteman Mark-12, an offen
sive missile program. He and other employees
simulated nuclear attacks, and before they left
work for the day, they ran a computer program
that calculated kill ratios. “We’d get up in the

he says.
He began putting his business acumen to
work for higher education. A succession of vice
president positions culminated in his 2001
appointment to his current job-vice chancellor
for administration at Texas A&M, College
Station, Tex.
His new assignment presented chal
lenges in three areas. A 1996 U.S. court
ruling that affirmative action couldn’t be

testimony to peace in the midst of ugliness and
danger moved Fletcher. He returned to the
United States and spearheaded a fundraising
campaign that grew from $4,000 to more
than $100,000, to build a Friends meeting
house, school, and library in Diepkloof, a town
ship in Soweto. Fletcher returned to South
Africa several times to oversee the building of
the meeting house.
When he returned to South Africa in 1992,
the Soweto Meeting House was being used as
a voting site in the historic election that result
ed in the country’s first democratically elected
president, Nelson Mandela. “I was there in

used in state schools resulted in a precipi

Soweto the night when the election results

tous drop in Texas minority enrollments,
which, says Fletcher, “were already low.”

were announced,” he remembers. “There was
this spirit of jubilation. It was almost pitch black,

Also, the university system’s procurement
of goods and services didn't comply with

but people were marching, singing, chanting,
and driving through the streets. It was
absolutely amazing!”

the state's law to support historically under
utilized businesses. Also, there were deep
inequities in staffing.
Under his guidance, the university made

But while dramatic signs of change are
stimulating, they are far too few, says Fletcher,
who believes that his own country has a long

such improvement in all three areas, that in late

way to go. “The easy victories have been won~

20 0 6 , it was honored with the Secretary’s
Opportunity Award, the U.S. Department of
Labor’s highest honor for diversity.

the low hanging fruit has been picked,” he says.

At the same time that Fletcher was finding

what you're good at, and what your calling is,
and you respond to that. You just swim with the
tide, and trust in God to guide.”

his way across a rocky professional terrain, he
was also working on another front: South
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Meeting, who shared with Fletcher his dream

“I've come to realize that life is a process of
being led to something. You come to figure out

JOSEPH CATINO 74
Distinguished Alumnus

highest recognition within the multi-billion dollar
conglomerate for leadership accomplishments
and potential.

A little over a year ago, Joe Catino stood
before his staff and said, “You have made a
difference." The drug that he and his team

The scientists whom Catino leads must be
both team-oriented and flexible, as exploding
technological innovation leads to new treat
ments. “It's an exciting time for drug discovery

discovered had been approved by the Federal
Drug Adm inistration-the first new drug for
kidney cancer in more than a decade. “People

and development,” says Catino. “We're moving
from a sledge hammer approach to personal

were crying,” remembers Catino. “To know that
you have contributed in this way to people's
lives is a very emotional thing."

ized m edicine-a more articulate, defined way
of treating patients.
“We need to be able to make decisions more
quickly and with more information.”

As senior vice president for research for the
pharmaceutical division of Bayer Healthcare in
North America, Catino must not only understand
the complex workings of thousands of genes, he

Looking back at his education and career
paths, Catino remembers that his decision to
major in chemistry at Wooster was “in no small
part due to the long discussion I had with Ted
Wiliams during my pre-admission visit." He

must also understand the complex workings of
thousands of scientists. His job is a challenging
mix of scientist, leader, and innovator,

earned his advanced degree at Baylor College
of Medicine, with continued training at the
University of North Carolina, and Upstate
Medical Center in Syracuse, New York.

As a scientist, he and his team begin their
inquiry into potential therapies for cancer by
identifying the genes or targets that are critical
to the disease. “The explosion of information,
including the sequencing of the human
genome, has allowed us to look at thousands
of genes," explains Catino, “How do we know
which ones are important? First we sift
through targets to understand which may be
causing cancer, which are playing a support
ive role, and which genes-while they may be
messed u p -d o n 't make an impact.”
The complex web of activities that follow an
initial identification of a targeted gene require
the skills of a huge team of scientists. Catino’s
Bayer team includes as many as 450

to be able to hand it o ff from one scientist to
another and from one team to another.”
It Is Catino's leadership abilities that prompt
ed administrators at Bayer Healthcare to assign
him the coordination of its worldwide research in
oncology and metabolic diseases. To be suc
cessful, says Catino, he must motivate, lead by
example, and communicate on many levels.
“People don’t just listen to leaders, they
watch them,” he says. "As a leader, you must walk
the walk. I will never compromise my ethics. I

Today, he is entering a new chapter in his life,
as he prepares to launch his own company. A
recent merger has resulted in an “embarrass
ment of riches” for Bayer in the oncology area,
says Catino. “Both Bayer and its newly acquired
company had projects in the oncology pipeline,
and the merged efforts are larger than Bayer
can take forward," he says.
Bayer responded favorably to Catino’s pro
posal to spin off a new company that focuses
on oncology, and in the next year he will begin
adding another skill to his portfolio: entrepreneur.

won’t ignore data on toxicity, for example, just
because the efficacy looks so good. And I won’t
ask people to do something that I wouldn’t do."

"Hopefully, by the time of the Wooster alumni
awards ceremony, I'll be able to provide some
Many of Catino's current team members will
continue with him, and Catino says he has

with target genes that can literally become

At Bayer, Catino initiated an employee men
torship program that helps develop what he calls
people’s ‘-soft” skills. He volunteers in a science

moving targets, as genes mutate and become

education program in the local schools and helps

insensitive to a particular chemical or drug,

his employees to find ways to share their skills
with the community. These activities and his
leadership skills led to his appointment to
Bayer’s “Global Leadership Circle" in 2004, the

researchers, and he also draws on the strengths
of scientists in other divisions. The drugs that
scientists like Catino develop must be safe,
effective, and capable of “fixing”—interacting

“People have a natural tendency to say, Ah,
this is mine!' about work that is this important,'”
says Catino. “But in this environment we have

exciting information about the new company.”

already been contacted by leading scientists
from outside the organization who also want to
join. “I m energized by the number of people who
have contacted me and have said, I'd love to
work with you, and to be a part of this.’ It’s very
heartwarming.”
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here are an astonishing number and variety of higher education institutions in the
United States. To my mind, the national liberal arts colleges stand out as the most
truly exceptional of these. For my entire career, I have been blessed to have a deep
{; association with two of these institutions: Pomona College, my alma mater and then
-employer for 23 years, and The College of Wooster, where for the last 17 years Diane
and I have been fully and happily engaged.
When I left Pomona to come to Wooster as vice president for academic affairs in
1990, it was a terribly difficult decision, because of the affection I had for my colleagues
and students and for all that Pomona stood for. Yet, it was also a wonderfully exciting
prospect because of all that Wooster seemed to offer. Little did I know, however, of
the full depth and breadth of the richness that the Wooster experience would present
to us, and little did I expect to have the opportunity five years later to become
Wooster’s tenth president.
It is impossible to find words sufficient to express the gratitude that I feel for the
hundreds of faculty, staff, students, alumni, and trustees who have welcomed Diane
and me warmly over the past 17 years and who have lent all their talents and efforts
in the cause of Wooster’s growth and strengthening. For this, we can only say a giant
THANK YOU for sharing with us a passion for this place. Wooster is indeed a jewel,
and it has been our honor to take our turn in polishing it. You can do us no greater
honor than to welcome Grant and Peg Cornwell with the same warmth and support
with which you welcomed us.
A farewell letter is just that—a heartfelt wish that Wooster and all of its people will
indeed fare well in the future. We plan to share this future with you for a few years
before returning to our home state of California. That too will be a terribly difficult
decision, because of the affection that we have for our colleagues and students here
and for all that Wooster stands for. Wooster will always be an integral part of our lives.

President, 1995-2007
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“Seeing advances and successes by students, faculty, and staff is very
rewarding. And being able to see the big picture and orchestrating
plans to take best advantage of the resources available is also extremely
satisfying. Its gratifying to be part of something larger.”
PRESIDENT STAN HALES
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On a recent morning, President Raleigh Stanton
Hales, Jr. (a.k.a. Stan) found himself in a quandary. As
The College of Wooster’s chief executive officer for
more than a decade, Hales had grown accustomed to
making difficult decisions, and this day was no excep
tion. In a few moments, a recent graduate would be
presenting at a mathematics colloquium and Hales
really wanted to be there. But he was elbow deep in
paperwork, phone messages, and e-mails.
Should he stay or go?
Hales wrestled briefly with his options. The paper
work, he reasoned, would be there when he returned,
but the opportunity to mingle with students and alum
ni was too important to miss.
That decision captures the essence of Wooster’s 10th
president and represents the foundation of his leader
ship. When he can, Hales chooses to spend his time
with students—in the classroom, on the stage, at the
concert hall, or on the field.

The second son of Gwendolen and Raleigh, Sr.,
Hales was born on March 16, 1942, in Pasadena, Calif.
Influenced by an older brother who loved mathematics,
Hales earned a B.A. in mathematics from Pomona
College and an M.A. from Harvard. While he was still
at Harvard pursuing a Ph.D. in mathematics, he was
summoned back to Pomona to fill a position in the
mathematics department. Hales completed his disserta
tion while teaching full time. Six years later, at the age
of 31, he was promoted to associate dean, Pomona’s
second highest academic administrative position.
In 1990, he came to Wooster as vice president for
academic affairs; five years later, he was called to serve
as interim president. In March 1996, Hales became the
College’s tenth president.
“He was given the opportunity to do what he was
born to do,” says his wife, Diane. “It has been the ideal
job for him.”

S t or y by J O H N F I N N
Phot os by M A T T D I L Y A R D
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“ A boundless enthusiasm for s tu d e n ts ”
A typical day for Hales begins around 7:00 a.m., often at
his office at the president’s house on campus, where he finds
respite from interruptions. H is official day typically ends by
9 p.m., but it is not unusual for him to return to the office
late at night. M any people have reported receiving an e-mail
from the boss after m idnight.
O n any given day, Hales is h it from all directions with
questions, concerns, and complaints. Some require im m edi
ate attention; others can be put on hold. D eterm ining which
is which is essential. “People are constantly vying for your
attention,” he says.
Invariably, students rise to the top. “T h e job o f a presi
dent can easily lead to becoming remote from students, but
th a t’s the last thing anyone would ever say o f Stan,” says Iain
Crawford, vice president for academic affairs. “W h a t strikes
me about Stan, above all, is his boundless enthusiasm for
students.”
W ooster’s students notice and value his accessibility.
“W h en President Hales meets people, he knows them for
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life, says Erin Plant, a senior business economics major.
Just in passing, he says ‘hello’ to students and calls them by
name, and he can strike up a conversation about your classes,
sports, and other activities. You see him at events all over
campus, giving words o f encouragement to students, faculty,
and staff.”
Hales advised the Independent Studies o f four students
during his years as an administrator, including that o f Katie
Ziegler 98, professor o f mathematics at St. O laf College.
I hope to inspire the same passion in my students that
Stan Hales inspired in me,” she says.
“ Stan is t he best n e t w o r k e r I k n o w . ”
As college presidents balance budgets and meet academic
and administrative challenges, pressures are not unlike those
that challenge corporate C E O s. “College presidents are on
the hot seat like never before,” says Hales. “C om petition for
students and faculty is a major priority, and name recognition
and reputation for the institution at a national and even
international level are vital.”

"I know that years down the road I will remember President Hales and what a positive

influence he has been on my College of Wooster experience. I will remember two things
in particular—that he is a powerful, eloquent, and inspiring speaker, and that he is still
so humble and down to earth that he remembers the names of hundreds of students and
takes the time to talk with as many as possible."
JONATHAN HAR TSCHUH
Business economics senior and president of Wooster’s Student Government Association

Nine major building projects were completed
during President Hales' tenure, and a tenth—
Gault Manor—was fully funded and begun just
prior to his retirement.
From Wooster’s Campaign for the 1 9 9 0 s

1997
1998
1999

Ebert Art Center
Timken Science Library
renovation
Severance Chemistry renovation

From In d ep en d en t Minds Campaign

2002
2002
2002
2002
2004
2006
2007

Longbrake Student
Wellness Center
Morgan Hall
Gault Admissions Center
Campus mall
Bornhuetter Hall
Kauke Hall renovation
Gault Manor

College presidents must also be one step ahead of shifting
trends in technology and finance, accelerated by globalization.
Under Hales’ leadership, the College acted on two strategic plans,
which bolstered a national reputation for an excellent faculty and
distinctive curriculum. The campus was transformed by the addi
tion o f five new buildings (side bar) and the renovation of Ebert
A rt Center, Timken Science Library, and Kauke Hall, the largest
capital project in the College s history.
“Stan Hales has made friends for W ooster around the coun
try and around the world,” says Sara Patton, vice president for
development. “Alumni, parents, and friends have responded to
his enthusiasm, warmth, and sincere interest in them. Stan
makes a point o f getting to know students while they are on
campus and then keeping in touch after they graduate. Stan is
the best networker I know.”
Hales’ network extends across the nation. H e has served as
president o f the Five Colleges o f O hio Consortium , treasurer
and board member o f the Association o f American Colleges
and Universities, chair o f the executive committee o f the
Association o f Independent Colleges and Universities o f Ohio,

chair o f the board o f directors for the Association o f
Presbyterian Colleges and Universities, chair o f the executive
committee for the Annapolis Group, chair o f the executive
committee and member o f the board for the G reat Lakes
Colleges Association, and president o f the N orth Coast
Athletic Conference.
S t a y i n g c e nt e r e d
As with any job, there are gray days, heavy with compromises
and settling for less. “Dealing with disappointing behavior from
good people is discouraging,” Hales says. “To achieve a successful
outcome, I’ve learned that sometimes you must overlook weak
ness in a person so that you can identify a strength.”
One o f the ways Hales stays centered is through an unwa
vering commitment to at least four hours o f weekly badminton
play— not your ordinary backyard variety, but the highly com
petitive brand. Hales is a former national champion at the ju n 
ior, open, and senior levels, who also served as president o f the
U.S. Badminton Association and as a deputy referee at the
1996 Olympic Games. A t least twice a week, he sets up the
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“Stan’s ability to focus on and understand
problems, particularly in financial and
budgeting issues, is exceeded only by how
quickly he walks across campus.”
BO B W ALTON, Vice president for business and finance

net and swats the shuttlecock, usually with a developing
young player whom he is mentoring.
To clear his mind, he often turns to Diane. “She is an inde
pendent and practical spouse who is not fooled by anyone,” he
says. “In her quiet way, she helps me to see things honestly.”
Another person he says he relies on to keep him on course is
executive assistant Bettye Jo Mastrine, whose 22 years in the
president’s office has been a “huge advantage.” Hales says he is
also committed to keeping in touch with daughter Karen,
associate professor o f biology at Davidson College in N orth
Carolina, and son Chris, an attorney in San Francisco.
As he looks back on his years at Wooster, Hales says he
hopes his leadership will be regarded as a time o f growth and
improvement. “I’ve had the good fortune and privilege to serve
with an excellent staff and an outstanding group o f faculty. We
shot for a higher trajectory during these years— one that may
not be recognized for a while.”
Looking ahead, Hales says he plans to undertake a mix of
consulting activities and also hopes to travel, read, and catch
up on the things he had to put aside during the past 12 years
(including sleep).
James R. W ilson ’63, chair o f W ooster’s Board ofTrustees,
sums up the Hales years. “W ooster has reached new levels of
academic achievement, national recognition, and financial
stability under Stan Hales’ leadership,” he says. “W e are
grateful for his vision, his great energy, his hard work, and his
unfailing dedication to the students o f the College. As a
result o f the collective efforts o f President Hales, the faculty,
staff, and trustees during the past decade, W ooster is in a
very strong position today.”
John Finn is the director of public information for The College of Wooster.
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Stan has completely embraced the Wooster experience, from athletics,
to music, to volunteering, to I.S. W hether we knew him as students or
met him as alumni, we know that Stan Hales understands and truly
Values the unique character of our alma mater.”
MARY NEAGOY '8 3 ,
President, Alumni Board
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The Ph o t o g r ap h y of Nancy McCarthy
By K A R O L C R O S B I E

The small tributaries of a river function beautifully, as they flow along, doing just what
they’re supposed to do. So it is with talent. A person can spend her life doing quite well on one
path. But when the tributaries meet to form a river-when there is a confluence of talents—the
result is something deeply exciting.
So it is with Nancy McCarthy ’59, who—at the age of 69—is traveling the world, photo
graphing its people, animals, and scenery. McCarthy, who says she believes in an “unfolding
universe,” analyzes her photography skills by describing the tributaries of her life.
She came to Wooster because of a deep interest in journalistic writing. “I really enjoyed telling a story, capturing the
moment, the cause and effect o f things,” she says. Today, her
storytelling instinct forms the basis o f her photography.
An art course at Wooster during her senior year, taught
by Sybil Gould, revealed that M cCarthy had artistic talent.
“One of the things that Sybil suggested was sharpening a
piece of wood and dipping it in ink. She sent us out into
the woods to see what we could do, remembers Ale Car thy.
T he unusual medium, which looked like a combination
of ink and charcoal, enticed young M cC arthy to create
drawings o f historical buildings in New Orleans. She
fine-tuned the medium, using sharpened matchsticks,
and sold her drawings. H er most exciting sale, she
remembers, was a gift for Broadway composer Stephen
Sondheim, commissioned by actor Tony Perkins. Today,
her photographs reflect an artist’s attention to detail.
She layered her B.A. in history with an M .A . in
Am erican history and degrees in fashion and interior
18 Wooster! SPRING 2 0 0 7

design. And, although she describes the fashion design
industry as “too rough for me— with values different
from mine,” she is still intrigued by w hat clothing and
jewelry reveal about the people they adorn. For a while,
she designed jewelry, but found the art form “too solitary. Today, her photographs reflect her love o f jewelry
and fabric.
She fell into a job counseling fashion design students
at the State University o f New York and stayed for the
next 27 years. She discovered that engaging with people
was essential to her happiness. Today, her images reflect
her ability to put her subjects at ease and her deep respect
for the individual.
W h e n N ancy and h er h u sb an d , B ruce H erzo g ,
designed and built a house in Connecticut and then one
in Pennsylvania, she discovered that she had a skill for
using the relationship between space and light to create
welcoming rooms. Today, her luminescent photos reveal
an eye for the “perfect” light.

Capt ur i ng the mo me n t
“ I want to capture the moment. I’m
entrepreneurial by nature—with the
ability to quickly size up the situation
and see its potential.”
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Engagement
“ I want to engage people in the process. It’s the human
interaction that gives me great satisfaction.”
M cCarthy uses skills developed in her years as a counselor to get her subjects
to open up. “I want to create an atmosphere where people are accepted— not
objects to be studied,” she says. She often begins a pantomimed conversation by
expressing admiration for jewelry or clothing. She asks permission before photo
graphing, by bringing the camera up to her eye and quickly taking it down. “If
they stop smiling, or turn away, or put their hands up, I move on,” she explains.
“I f they’re still looking at me and still engaged, I continue.”
Sometimes she mirrors the actions o f her subjects. “W hen I was in Papua,
N ew Guinea, I saw some women with baskets on their heads, moving in a
dancing way. I started dancing myself, and they started giggling. The photo
graphs are wonderful.”
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Light
“ Light makes the picture. It transforms a
flat picture into a luminescent one and
helps me find the essence of the subject.”
M any o f M cCarthy’s photos are featured in a coffeetable book, On Safari, by David Anderson. In September,
she and her husband Bruce will accompany A nderson
on a trip to E thiopia, where they will explore and
photograph rem ote areas. “I t ’s going to be rugged—
and incredible,” she says.
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Painting with

color

“ I’m interested in capturing real life in real
color. Color is what engages me.”
Calling her camera her “paintbrush,” M cC arthy captures
swathes o f color.
M cCarthy, who is especially touched by the beauty o f
women throughout the world, intends to use photography
sales to support projects in developing areas. For example,
she hopes that plans currently underway to develop a clinic
for women in the Lake Victoria area o f Africa will become
a reality. “Supporting a project like this speaks to my heart
in a way that just selling my photos doesn’t,” she says.

Wi ndows to the soul
“ I’m trying to capture that moment of
aliveness with both people and animals
when the guard is down, and they show
you who they are. Eyes really are the
windows to the soul.”
22 Wooster SPRING 2 0 0 7

Telling a story
“ I love telling a story-through
details, broad pictures, and every
thing in between. My images allow
me to go beyond an ordinary
moment. They are done with
respect and love.”
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S t o r y a n d p h o t o g r a p h y by K A R O L

CROSBIE

G row ing Q ld
(fi/fayt/tcp .
AND T H E C R E A T I V E P R O C E S S

Every fall, Wooster'sfir s t year students can choosefrom a smorgasbord o f
topicsfo r theirfirst-year seminar. Although topics rangefrom researching
cartoons to studying Aristotle, the seminars have a consistent objective: to
give students opportunities to think, write, and speak critically.

Here's w hat happened when 15 students and 13 elders signed up fo r
“Creativity and Aging: Embracing our past and w riting ourfuture
through intergenerational theatre practice."

phoio Dreamstime.com
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“The walls o f ageism are being tom down, brick
by brick, with each example o f an older person
accomplishing, contributing, enjoying, changing,
growing, and creating new facets o f life. ”
From

The Creative Age, by Gene

D. Cohen,

required text for the first-year seminar, Creativity and Aging.

Yeah, yeah. Elders are creative. If you say so.
It’s your first year at Wooster. You’ve been promised a trans
formative experience. But assignments are piling up. N ot only
do you have to read, read, read, but you’re also expected to read
critically. Question. Apply your own experience. But perhaps
you could opt for just partial transformation and skip the last
100 pages o f the Cohen book?
L et’s replay that scene. W h at if you aren’t just asked to react
to the required text; w hat if you were to also interact with eld
erly community members? W h at if you and the elders created
something together? W h a t if you were asked to evaluate a
process that you actually participated in?
And that’s exactiy what happened, in the first year seminar of
Shirley H uston-Findley, associate professor and chair o f the
departm ent o f theatre and dance. H er 15 students began the
class with small group presentations and discussions o f theories
and essays on aging. In the fifth week, they were joined by 13
community elders who had responded to an open invitation
from Huston-Findley to join the class. And from this point on,
a different kind o f learning began to take place.
Because the first-year seminar is writing intensive, students
were asked to keep journals throughout the semester, as a class
requirement.
A s s i g n m e n t : The b i o g r a p h y
S EPT. 2 8 : “Today was thefir s t day we met w ith the other members
o f our course, the elders. I walked into the class todayfeeling very excited
and nervous a t the same time. N either group m ixed w ith the other
u n til we were to ld to do so. I t was almost like there was an invisible
line separating the tw o groups. The elderspositioned themselves on one
side o f the room, and the college students on the other side. *
FROM THE JOURNAL OF DANIELLE BEHNKE

But very soon, the invisible line disappeared, as class mem
bers plunged into their first assignment. Elders were asked to
bring a photograph or personal m emento that illustrated a
meaningful tim e in their life. Students were asked to pair up
w ith an elder, conduct an interview, and write a biography
that placed their elder’s shared m emory in a particular time,
place, or social experience. A t the conclusion o f the exercise,
26 Wooster SPRI NG 2 0 0 7

* Jim Meinke and Tim Gilliss spin a tale about their memories of
attending a pig's conference.
* Allana Mortell, Megan Crane, Jason Schob, Danielle Behnke,
Betty Rea, Bob Schang, and Shirley Huston-Findley react to an
improvisation.
< Allison Wadleigh and Dave Drumm relax against the acting studio
mirror, as they watch class members perform.

SPRI NG 2 0 0 7 VVv'osO - 27

Participants, “Creativity and Aging,”
First-year seminar and Prime Times
intergenerational theatre company

STUDENTS

ELDERS

Chris Andrews, Waxhaw, N.C.
Tarik Atassi, North Ridgeville, Ohio
Danielle Behnke, Delaware, Ohio
Nathan Comstock, Indianapolis, Ind.

Robert Baab '53
Karol Crosbie

Megan Crane, Anchorage, Alaska
Victoria Early, Bellefontaine, Ohio

Dave and Lynn Drumm
Kate Freed
Mimi Lewellen

Tim Gillissjowson, Md.
Kyle Molz, Kettering, Ohio

Valerie Lippert
Jack Meinke
Betty Rea ’81
Bob Schang
Phyllis Stocksdale
Jim and Joan Watt

Allana Mortell, Chicago, III.
Laetitia Mwilambwe, York, PA.
Alison Peters, Stirling, NJ.
Jason Schob, Marietta, Ohio
Todd Spillman, Zoar, Ohio
Allison Wadleigh, Elgin, III.
Bebe Wu, Shenzhen, China

- Phyllis Stocksdale and Tess Burgler '09, teaching apprentice,
watch a drama unfold.
< Betty Rea and Kyle Molz perform an improvisation during class.

the biographies were presented as a gift to each elder.
Interviewing, writing, and research skills were sharpened.
And friendships began. Laetitia learned that Betty had been a
volunteer with the Red Cross during W orld War II. Bebe
learned that Kate was a feminist. Allana learned that Dave had
been an actor and model.
Assignment: Im provisations
NOV. 2 : As improvisations become daily, I ’m starting to get the
hang o f it. I actually volunteered to gofir s t today! A cting started to
come naturally to me, and I wasn’t sure i f it was because I was in a
comfortable environm ent or i f I had it in me this whole tim e andjust
didn’t know it. I t wasfu n to see how creative the elders could be when
they started th e ir improvisations. I was very impressed!”
FROM THE JOURNAL OF MEGAN CRANE

In order to conduct their improvisations, the class aban
doned their formal classroom in W ishart H all in favor o f the
28

Wooster SPRING 2 0 0 7

James N. W ise acting studio. Class members performed for
each other, responding to their professor’s instructions:
Pretend you’re listening to someone reminisce and you don’t
care. You re bored,” or “Take these props— two rubber pig
nose masks put them on, and see w hat happens,” or “Be
yourself. T hink about a very sad memory and share it with a
sympathetic listener.”
T he purpose o f the improvisations, says Huston-Findley,
was two-fold. First, they served as a starting point for a written
script and the class’s final project—-a performance. T he second
purpose was to break down barriers. “Acting forces people to be
vulnerable, she explains. “W hen you’re on stage, you have to
focus on being creative, on being in the moment, on working
collaboratively with someone else. You can’t focus on the care
ful facade that keeps people from knowing who you are.
O ur improvisations helped the class to be open to possibili
ties and to be spontaneously creative.”
M ost o f the improvisations focused on memories— pretend,
slapstick, familiar, goofy, poignant, and real. Class members

howled with laughter when T im and Jack donned the pig noses
and reminisced about the pig convention they had attended. The
class grew quiet, as Allison shared a real memory—the song her
favorite babysitter sang to her, and how Allison felt when she
learned that her babysitter had been killed in a car accident.
T h e students were both challenged and intrigued by weav
ing together the real and the pretend. W rote first-year student
N athan Comstock, “T he fusion o f memory and the creative
act o f establishing a reality w ithin the scene yields far more
unusual and creative results than an improvisation th a t’s
completely fabricated, especially w hen several people o f dif
ferent ages and backgrounds are contributing memories and
creative abilities.
“This bodes well for our endeavor.”
The pl ay
NOV. 2: “Today the writers brought their scripts to the table, and

we got a taste o f w hat the play is going to be like. It's working out
much more smoothly than I expected, actually. The idea was so weird,
I couldn't imagine how it wasn’t going to turn out awkwardly."
FROM THE JOURNAL OF TARIK ATASSI

Class members dubbed their acting company the Prime
Times and divided themselves into script writers, producers, and
actors. The writers created six overlapping dramas that take place
at the D epartm ent o f Transportation driver’s license station.
Titled D riving Down Memory Lane, the play tells funny, sad, and
silly stories, based on the memories o f the 11 protagonists.
T he producers created a few props and a simple set, found
venues for a performance on campus and at a local church, and
publicized the play. Actors memorized lines and worked with the
writers to tweak the script.
Friendships were created; surprises occurred. T he audiences
were larger and more responsive than expected. A t the cookie
laden reception following one performance, class members
regarded each other with astonished pride and exchanged hugs
and handshakes. T he realization that they had created something
meaningful flattened any remaining age barriers.
D E C . 4 : “I t was so awesome to see all the scenes woven together.

woman came up to a group o f us and told us that she began to cry
during our performance. Hearing thatfrom an audience member was
really touching. It made mefeel like we'd affected someone w ith our
production, whichfe lt really good. ”
FROM THE JOURNAL OF DANIELLE BEHNKE

D E C . 7:

Today was bittersweet. I t was the second and last

performance o f the Prime Times. I ’ve loved this class... ”
FROM THE JOURNAL OF ALISON PETERS

The l a s t class
Although Huston-Findley has worked extensively with elders,
researched the area, and authored a cross-generational play, she
said she didn’t know what to expect when she incorporated these
ideas into a first-year seminar. “It could have been a disaster,” she
says. “You need to have collaboration to make a good classroom
work and collaboration to make good theatre work. In this class,
members embraced each other across and within generations.
I think as a result of this class, 15 students walked away say
ing, ‘I don’t have to be afraid o f older people; they’re not all that
different than I am. T hey’re very alive and active, and have
something to share with me and I with them .’
“Critical thought doesn’t have to be full o f jargon and deep
philosophies— it doesn’t have to hurt your brain. Being a critical
thinker means being critical o f how you think.”
Huston-Findley is exploring the possibility o f creating an
ongoing intergenerational theatre group, and many o f the elders
from her class said they wanted to be included.
T he last class was frill o f congratulations, kind words, and
more cookies. “W e’ve done something wonderful here, boys and
girls,” said elder Bob Schang. “W e started with nothing and
ended up with a play. It was a hell o f job, and we did it well.”
But these were critical thinkers, after all, and a debate ensued
about the value and problems with using stereotypes when you’re
creating drama. Some o f the playwrights thought perhaps if they
had to do it over again, they would have their elder characters
behave in more surprising ways.
More cookies were eaten. Valerie, one o f the elders, invited
the whole class to her upcoming wedding. Goodbyes were said.
And the Prime Times disbanded.

Everything flow ed so perfectly— all the entrances, exits, everyone
remembered their lines. The audience members seemed to really enjoy
the play, a lot o f people laughed, some cried. A fter it ended, we p u t out
the treats and drinks and mingled with the audience. Now all I have

“I have gained so muchfrom this class, so Ifeel it is onlyfa ir to give
back, by taking one more brick out o f the w all o f ageism in an effort to
get society to remove the stereotypes. M y brick."
FROM THE FINAL PAPER OF TIM GILLISS

to worry about is Thursday’s performance. ”
FROM THE JOURNAL OF ALLANA MORTELL

D E C . 5 : 1 noticed that the audience today was mostly elderly people,

b u tfo r some reason that gave me realpleasure. A fter the show, a

The possibilitiesfo r personal andpublic creativity are endless, and we
have a whole lifetime to explore them. A n d that's the main thing I've
learnedfrom this class and these people. That creative potential is there
inside all o f us, and it’s never too late or too early to unlock it. ”
FROM THE FINAL PAPER OF NATHAN COMSTOCK
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ClassNotes

Jo Rhind Cunningham '58
with her ethics class at
Ewing Christian College in
Allahabad, India. Jo and husband
Fred '59 jointly held the post of
Wooster-in-lndia representative
from 1960-62 (see p. 64 for more
on Wooster-in-lndia).
s e c o n d

f r o m

l e f t
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1932

75th Reunion

We hope that you can make it to campus
June 7-10, to celebrate 75 years!

1933
Janet Peters Thomas lives in Berea, Ohio,
after a “fast” life— teaching fourth through
12th grades for 36 years in Euclid. Janet is 95
and in good health. She says, “I wish class
mates would send news to Wooster." She and
her husband retired to Port Richey, Fla., where
Janet stayed for 29 years before moving back
to Berea six years ago. “I go into Cleveland
once in a while,” she says. “It’s a different city
than the one I knew earlier (1911-73), Cleve
land’s greatest years.”

1934
Elizabeth “Libby"Lapham Wills
36500 Euclid Ave., A255, Willoughby, O H 44094
M u riel D illey Cherney’s son, Chris, wrote

that Muriel’s husband, Paul, died in July 2006,
after a long marriage and a career in social
work. Muriel is now in assisted living at
Westminster Village, 500 Spanish Fort Blvd.,
Spanish Fort, AL 36527. Our sympathy goes
out to her. Our class co-president, Muriel
enjoys receiving mail but is unable to write
cards to classmates, as I (Libby) had requested.
M ildred Schuenemann Johnston, our
other co-president, was also asked to write

30

Wooster SPRING 2 0 0 7

cards. H elen Hayward has done this for the
last few years, and I appreciate their help.
Some classmates never answer, some are not
able. W hen a family member sends news, it
helps update the College records. Thank you!
To those who do answer—three cheers!
M ary Younck C ort’s son says she is doing
well and enjoys some activities. He and his
wife visit her often, as do out-of-town chil
dren. Mary’s daughter is a museum specialist
in a type of Japanese pottery. The son who
wrote teaches at Denison U; the other son is a
businessman.
An administrator answered my card to
M ildred Lobban Seaton, saying that Mildred
died on Dec. 14, 2006. Her son is an innercity physician in Cleveland. I’ll send him the
’34 condolences. We regret his and our loss.
A welcome Christmas letter from H ill and
Mim Siegfried ’37 M cDonald brought two
special items to share. In Sept. 2005 Hill was
hit by a strong infection, resulting in hospital
and nursing home stays until Feb. 2006, when
he returned home. Hill says he’s is “confined
mosdy to bed and wheelchair, but happy with
the loving care of round-the-clock help and
again being part of the life at home.”
“Last year also had a nice surprise!” the
McDonalds continue. “The Poland (Ohio)
School’s Foundation for Educational Excel
lence honored T. Hill and Mariam McDonald
at the 13th Academic Hall of Fame recogni
tion banquet.” Hill and Mim graduated from

Poland High School (’30 and ’33) and
returned to Poland to teach and coach. Since
Hill could not attend, their three sons “did a
most entertaining job of speaking their dad’s
thoughts,” Mim says. “It was a wonderful,
happy, sentimental evening.” A nice honor for
both of you! Congratulations!
Your secretary had a bad fall on Nov. 11,
resulting in a sprained shoulder. Writing
and/or printing is tiring, so now is the time for
you ’34s to write to me!

1935
Viola Startzman Robertson
687 Greenwood Blvd., Wooster, O H 44691-4923
VSR@aol.com
We sadly report the death of J. Franklin
M cH endry in Dec. 2005. Franklin served for

50 years as a Presbyterian pastor. We send
condolences to his wife, Ruth Kerr McHendry
’38, daughter Sally Cowan, and son George,
who’s also a pastor.

1936
Ralph Gillman
1256 Lisa Ann Dr., Akron, O H 44313

1937

70th Reunion

M a r th a “M o llie ”Tilock Van B olt
2020 Glendale Ave., Flint, M I 48503-2111

(810) 233-5197, NEW! marthal937@comcast.net

The article says, “He has had more careers
Thank you for the Christmas cards and
than most people will even consider...timber
letters. Note my (M o llie ’s) new e-mail
cruiser, teacher, mechanical engineer, mine
address. Our last telephone call for 2006 went
surveyor, furniture maker, manager of saw and
to M artha Condron Bennett on Christmas
veneer mills, building contractor, and now,
Eve, for her 90th birthday. Sounds of a family
writer.” H e’s working on his fourth book.
celebration were heard in the background. The
Wally and I (Mollie) keep in touch by
first birthday call o f2007 went to Edward
phone. He sends along copies of the reminis
Matthews on New Year’s Day.
cences he prepares for meetings of the
An e-mail from Blanche Smith Craig
“Monterey Old China Hands.” I’ve looked
brought news of Betty G illam Fuller. Due to
forward to his reports ever since the first one,
a broken hip from a fall, Betty is in a different
which began, “I was born in the leper colony
unit at Park Residences in Ellsworth, Maine,
hospital at Yeung Kong, China, in Apr. 1916.”
but still has her wonderful sense of humor.
W ho else do you know who can say that?
Blanche and her two sisters flew to Texas for
Wally is the father of two, grandfather of
Christmas with their brother and his family.
four, and a great-grandfather. His home is
W ith the help of her daughter, Deborah
headquarters for holiday celebrations. His
Evans Prince ’65, Ruth Thompson Evans
sister is Ruth Creighton Campbell ’34, and a
moved to a retirement complex: 720 W. 44th
granddaughter attended Wooster for two years.
St. Apt. 4002, Kansas City, M O 64111. Ruth
Wally has fond memories of his own
continues to be active in the music world and
Wooster years, both high school and college.
plays the piano for one hour a day.
In one letter, he wrote of the dressing down he
W hen a call to Eleanor Karch Rigterink
received from President Wishart when it was
brought the dreaded response, “The number
discovered that he was the culprit who nomi
you called is no longer in service,” I (M o llie)
nated a cow to run against Josephine W ishart
Googled her son, Roger, and e-mailed him.
for May Queen in 1936. Remember that
He moved his mother to an assisted living
ruckus? It kept the campus buzzing for weeks.
facility with better medical backup. Her new
We have lost two more classmates: C lifford
address is 345 E. 1st St., Apt. 208, Fond du
Lantz died on July 16, 2006, at age 92, and
Lac, W I 54935.
Paul Shellhammer on Oct. 24, 2006, at 94.
Rather than moving her mother, Ruth
Both were with us only as freshmen, but they
Bransky Findling, to a retirement center,
were loyal alumni.
Ruth’s daughter, Janet, moved into her
mother’s apartment. Ruth continues to enjoy
her neighbors—and she can keep her dog.
1938
H arriet M orris C arr’s daughter, Carol,
Louise Harris Southard
called to say that Harriet is now in a continu
950 Cherry St. Apt. 264, Memphis, T N 38117
ing care unit in her retirement center.
Charles Mather, son of Elizabeth" Libby”
N ichol M ather, keeps me informed about the
1939
Nichol twins. Libby is in an assisted living
Dean F. Davies
center and enjoys calls and cards, but Charles
1 Apple Tree Dr., Brunswick, M E 04011
says Christine Nichol Warner “isn’t doing well.”
docdean @verizon. net
Although Tom Foster has problems with
I (Dean) think you all want to know what
short-term memory, he goes out to lunch and
your classmates are doing. And they want to
plays bridge weekly with long-time friends.
know what you are doing—so do I. Ergo, send
Paul D illey reports that he enjoys getting
some information on the following: W hat are
out and about in St. Petersburg, Fla., continues you up to? Are you seeing or talking to any
to care for his wife, Merle, and is pleased to
Woosterians? W hat is the secret of your health
have his sister nearby.
and survival? (The name of the game? To
John Wallace Creighton Jr. was profiled in
figure which organ system will get upset next!)
the Fall 2006 issue of the Hastings College
How many children and grandchildren do you
(Nebraska) alumni magazine. Wally’s father,
have? Brag about them. W hat are your retire
Dr. John Creighton Sr., was a professor of reli
ment hobbies and activities? Call, write, e-mail.
gion at Wooster when we were freshmen but
left to serve as the president of Hastings
(1934-42). Wally was with us through his
1940
junior year (remember him on the swim
Florence Dunbar Kerr
team?). He earned a B.S. in forestry (U of
2315 N E 65th St., Apt. 315, Seattle, WA 98115
Michigan, 1928), a B.A. (Hastings College,
fkerr02 @webtv. net
1939), and a Ph.D. (U of Michigan, 1954).
I (Florence) received a few more letters

and notes than usual—a nice problem.
Last February Doris W ilson Blanchard
set out from home in Chesterfield, Mo., and
joined her sister, Lois Wilson Scott ’43, and
her sister’s daughter and son-in-law on an
icebreaker for a three-week trip to Antarctica.
Sponsored by Elderhostel, the trip was under
Rhodes Scholarship guidance. It seems daring
for a ’40 classmate, but Doris is a seasoned
traveler. They visited the Falkland and South
Georgia Islands outside of the Antarctic Circle
before going by zodiacs onto the beaches.
Marguerite Lane Bowden also made a
long trip, spending Thanksgiving with her son,
Jim, and his wife, Carol, in Japan. Jim is in his
third year of teaching social studies and physi
cal education to children of naval personnel.
1 he flights were tiring, but Marguerite s visit
was delightful—castle climbing, visiting
ceramic factories, picking makins (tangerine
like fruit), and talking with Japanese students
so they could practice speaking English. Visits
to Nagasaki and the Atomic Bomb Museum
were emotional and caused Marguerite to
recall living next to the Compton home, when
she lived at Crandall’s.
I recall a chapel service during our senior
year when Arthur Compton ’13 (the physicist
and Nobel Prize winner) was present. He gave
Dr. Lowry permission to tell us that the atom
had been split. Little did we know what that
announcement would mean later on.
Betty Olnhausen Cummings uses her
computer to report when she is in hurry.
Before she and Carl Cummings ’41 left for
Florida, she dashed off an e-mail to say that I
wouldn’t be able reach them until spring.
Earlier she wrote that they liked their northern
retirement community more and more and
were shortening their annual Florida visit.
Rachel Linnell W ynn and Charles ’41
continue to live in their apartment in a retire
ment complex in Catonsville, Md., a suburb of
Baltimore. Rachel is giving up some long-time
responsibilities with several organizations.
Many years ago, she researched, wrote, and
published the history of the Linnell family and
founded the Linnell Family Association.
Rachel remains a genealogist at heart—she
recently discovered a third cousin and was off
to visit her. She has resigned from the board of
the Benevolent Care Board of Charlestown, a
group that s working toward supporting area
residents as they age. Now Rachel has more
time for reading, weaving, and enjoying visits
from the grandchildren.
Three other classmates also sent notes.
Katherine “K itty” Olthouse Davis, like many
of us, found that it was wise to move to a facil
ity that could give her extra help. Fortunately
she found a good one that is close to her
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ClassN otes
Louis Bender, reported in the 1943 column.
September wedding in San Diego.
We send our sympathy to the Bender family.
M a ry L izjoh n sten E llis wrote of
daughter Maggie’s wedding and sent photos
of their summer Ellis reunion in California.
1942 65th Reunion
Mary Liz planned to spend February in
Celia Retzler Gates
Florida.
1446 Bellevue, Wooster, OH 44691
Both T erry Stalker M acG regor and
rlgcmg@sssnet.com
Eunice M aclnnes M itc h e ll “went north” to
There’s not a great deal of news this
visit daughters, luckily avoiding blizzards.
time. T he next issue will come out after
M argie M cN iece E llis organized a panel
our reunion, and we’ll be able to catch up.
of women from Iran to speak at her April
Make your plans to be there! Hope to see
AAUW meeting on the status of women in
many of you.
that area and sent a list of intriguing books.
D orothy Robins M o w ry sent an inter
M argie Swartz D ean celebrated Thanks
esting letter about her travel and life. I’ll
giving in Kentucky this year with her son
bring it to our reunion. In October Soongsil
and his wife— at a dinner for 45.
University of South Korea presented
A lfie G abriel Cam pbell and most of her
Dorothy with an honorary doctorate of
clan Spent a fun holiday week in Mexico.
literature, recognizing her “contribution to
Ray M arlatt wrote of the Parry-Marlatt
intercultural and international understand
reunion held at the farm so beloved by N in a
ing through extensive writings.”
Parry M a rla tt and their children. He men
Congratulations on this special honor.
tioned how much the continuing friendship
of our class means to him, since Nina’s
death.
Bob Laubach spent New Year’s with son
1943
Ida Snodgrass Arthurton
Charles, a lawyer in Dubai. Charles speaks,
1111 Johnsarbor Dr. W., Rochester, N Y 14620reads, and writes fluent Arabic and is
married with two children. Bob visited
3637
1941
Lee Bender ’86 writes, “It is with sadness
daughter Ann, her husband, Lou, and their
Mary Wilcox Hughes
that I inform you of the death of my step
two children in Columbus, Ohio, five times
3976 Bluestone Rd., Cleveland Heights, OH
mother, Jean Coleman Gero Bender, beloved
in 2006. Ann is a kindergarten teacher’s
44121-2451, mwoohughes@msn.com
assistant;
Lou
is
the
top
civil
servant
in
the
wife
of James Louis Bender ’41 and the
Leonard W. Snyder
widow of Doane R. ‘Bud’ Gero ’41. Several
Ohio Railway Commission.
422 2nd St. NW, N ew Philadelphia, OH 44663Bob spent August with daughter Laura
years after my mother, Mary Louise ‘Merle’
1853
and her husband, Ramon, in Spain. A
Coleman Bender ’41, died in 1981, my father,
Iswhin @adelphia. net
Basque, Ramon and his brothers run a chain Jim Bender, married Jean Gero. Jean had lost
The news and the weather have been
her husband, Bud, in the 1960s. Jim and Jean
of shoe stores. (Do they outfit the famous
slow in Ohio this January. I (Len) did hear
“Leaping Basques?”) Bob’s daughter, Emily,
lived happily in Westlake, Ohio, from 1985
from D o ttie Booher Johnson, who sends a
until they went west to Montana in 2002.
plea to revive the Korner Klub Round Robin in San Francisco, makes arrangements for a
company conducting conferences and semi
“They resided at a care center near Jean’s
letter. Dottie assured me that she was not
nars worldwide. Like her father, she’s a
daughter, Jeannine Gero Block, in the beau
knitting argyle socks just now but might do
“frequent flyer.” Bob, a life member of the
tiful Bitterroot Valley.” Lee provides Jim
so if the Robins got back on track. Shall we?
board of directors for ProLiteracy
Bender’s address, for those who’d like to
W hen my barber left for Hawaii after
Worldwide, just turned 88 and looks
send him a note: Discovery Care Center,
Christmas, I gave him B ill Singer’s address.
forward to our 70th in 2011.
601 N. 10th St., Hamilton, M T 59840.
He phoned me to say that Bill lives in Oahu
Regretfully, I (Mary) report the death of
O f course it’s to be expected, but still, it
with his son.
Francis “Frenchy” Browne. A memorial
is so sad to be reporting so many deaths in
As for A nne Carson Snyder and me, I’m
service for him was held in Wooster. To me
our class. Another recent one is that of
keeping Bachelor’s Hall while Anne rehabs
he was a backstage crony and mentor in the
G ertrude A llen . She worked for many years
after a fall that resulted in a foot fracture.
mystery of stage lighting. Frenchy’s daughter at Stauffer Chemical Co. And another loss
I talked with Lee C ulp, who’s doing well,
writes, “My dad had many happy memories
is that of Phoebe Houser H u n t, an active
with the aches and pains endured by us all.
member of our class and a long-time
Travel, family, and holiday visits came my of Wooster. W hile he served abroad as a
missionary, Wooster was the town he
Wooster resident.
(M a ry ’s) way. Jeanne Simmons Brand says
A nne Harm s Cox and J ill W alker
thought of as home. He and my mother,
she took a Christmas cruise with son Rick
Joan Cam pbell Browne, lived on Spring
Thom as went to see Phoebe shortly after
and family, including five grandsons (two
Street for 14 years.” Frenchy remained close
Phoebe’s husband, Hubert H unt ’39, died
three-year-olds, the others were age 11, 8,
to First Presbyterian Church, serving as
last August. Phoebe was taking H u’s death
and 8 mos.). Jeanne sent a new address for
parish associate in retirement. Our sympathy well but died in November. The Hunts had
D ru s illa M ay G illespie — 1 Fleet Landing
class reunion functions at their home, which
goes to the family.
Blvd., Atlantic Beach, FL 32233.
Also note the death of Jean Coleman
we greatly enjoyed and appreciated. Anne
H ow ard and Lois W issm an Greene sent
Gero Bender ’43, beloved wife of James
says that Phoebe was like a sister to her, so
a handsome photo of their whole family at a

home, so her husband, Ed, can visit her often.
Jeanne Smith Ralston sent a thank-you
note after I (Flo) sent her a picture of her and
Rachel looking from a window of Crandall
House. It was rather good, even though an
amateur photographer took it with one of
those Kodaks given to us for our 12th birth
days. I hoped Jeanne would recall the “fun”
year that 20 of us had, living there as sopho
mores. Jeanne now lives in Haverford, Pa.
I also received a note from Beatrice
Browne W ylie, who still lives in a Quakermanaged retirement facility in Kennett
Square, Pa.
A t the College Web site, there’s a picture
of the Class o f ’40 from our 65th reunion. It
may bring to your mind what it was like to be
on the Wooster campus on a beautiful day in
June. To get the picture: 1. Type in the address
for the Web page, http://www.wooster.edu/; 2.
Click on Alumni and Friends; 3. Click on
Alumni Events, then on Alumni Weekend
2007; 4. Under Previous Alumni Weekends,
click on 2005 class photos; 5. Click on 1940.
Try it. You’ll like it.
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she’ll miss her as much as anyone. Our
sympathy goes to the family and to Anne.
One of the highlights of Betty
Vandersall H anks’ year was when her son
and daughter-in-law came to see her. They
had an exciting time at the Ohio State UMichigan game.
Lois W ilson Scott took a sailing trip
through the Suez Canal. She saw the
impressive new library in Alexandria and
waded in the Dead Sea. She also went to
Switzerland— a beautiful country and a
relaxing trip, she says. Lois was especially
glad to relax, as she and her husband were in
the process of moving to smaller quarters.
W hat a chore!
A lice M cVetty-Vars’ Christmas letter
centered around books. She’s an avid reader,
in order to learn more. (This shames me,
Ida. M y reading is now mostly for enter
tainment.) Alice still does a great deal of
teaching.
H a rry E icher now lives in assisted
living in Houston, Tex. I spoke with him
on the phone recently. He is quite healthy
and continues to keep busy. He served in
the Navy for three and a half years during
W W II, all over the world, and was in the
Air Corps, too. Harry was an engineer with
the Universal Petroleum Corp. In retire
ment he traveled to Europe and Asia.
Harry has done a lot of volunteering. He
says he always wanted to keep busy, espe
cially by helping others. A good philosophy
that we should all adhere to for as long as
we are able!

1944
Anne Melone Deidrick
342 Wycliffe Dr., Houston, TX 77079-7131
doft@sbcglobal.net

Russell Haley
653 Medford Leas, Medford, NJ 08055
elderguy44@yahoo.com

D on Coates says he saw the movie We
Are Marshall, about the air tragedy in 1970
that killed the football team of Marshall U.
The school then hired a new coach from—
where else?—The College o f Wooster! to
restart their program. Don liked the plau
dits but not the fact that the actors
pronounced the name o f our college to
rhyme with rooster! He also saw Happy
Feet before going to Antarctica. Last year
he saw March o f the Penguins. (Next time
you see him, check whether either movie
affected the way he walks.)
Pete H anna reports the marriage of
his granddaughter, April, a neurologic
oncologist, to a pediatric neurologist— an

impressive team. They practice at Boston’s
Massachusetts General, one o f the world’s
greatest hospitals. April’s other grand
mother celebrated her 101st birthday on
New Year’s Eve. Great timing!
Good genes all around. Pete himself is
hanging in there. H e’s still on chemotherapy
every three weeks. But he gets out to play
bridge and bowl, except for the week right
after therapy. Pete and Mary greatly enjoyed
the holiday season. Irrepressible, that’s Pete!
Ben Kline is still at Park Springs, a retire
ment community, trying to get settled. H e’s
winding down his last academic obligation, a
D.Min. degree program for a student at
Pittsburgh Seminary. He closes with what has
become his traditional, and welcome, blessing:
Joy! Peace!! Hope!!! Thanks, Ben. We need all
the blessings we can get, these days.
Jim Smucker sends along some sad
news. His wife of 62 years, Onieta, died on
Oct. 21, after over a year in the convalescent
center of their retirement home. Jim was her
major caregiver, though he had plenty of
backup. They had a full and wonderful life
together—62 years. Jim notes that many
others in our class have also cared for loved
ones. I (Russ) am sure that’s increasingly
true. As I mentioned previously, I lost my
wife of 58 years, Neale, last June under simi
lar circumstances.
Jim Thom pson planned to be in Seattle
over Christmas and hoped to see John
Sproul. Wonder if they were able to get
together— and whether they were able
to recognize each other. <grin> Let us
know, Jim.
Last year turned out to be eventful for
Ann and A1 L in n ell. A1 had problems in the
spring that required two three-day sessions
of chemo. The first was very successful; the
second less so, and A1 was hospitalized for
12 days. He recovered nicely, though. His
doctor is “ecstatic,” and ATs healthy again.
H e’s completed several new papers; one is
published, the others are in press. Ann
continues her investment advising business
and Women’s University Club programs.
Both sound happy.
Mary Lou and D ale Hudson are still
in Naples, Fla. I caught up with them via
Male Call. O ur last call to Dale was in
1999. We had an animated three-way
conversation this time, with reminiscences
and laughs. Dale remembered the time
when our track team had a meet at Oberlin,
and our regular quarter miler was out with
an injury. Dale was pressed into service,
though he hadn’t trained for that event.
W hat made the event memorable was that
Dale won it! His strongest memories,

Tower T a l e s

The photos in the Fall 2006 magazine
reminded some of you of a tale or two.
B ill W eidner ’80 writes, “W hen I saw
the pictures of the new and old Kauke Hall
tower classrooms, I was reminded of a
bright spring day in 1979, when I had Rus
sian history class in the tower classroom at
10 a.m. There were some building repairs
underway, and there was a very tall ladder
leaning up to the classroom windows. Our
friend, Hobson Pusey ’80, was late to class
and decided to take a shortcut.
“The professor became very distracted,
mid-lecture, as the ladder began bouncing
against the open window, and everyone
turned to see what was going on. Suddenly,
Hobson emerged through the window, with
his pen and notebook in hand, and hopped
down to the nearest open seat. Flustered,
the professor continued with his lecture and
tried to pretend that nothing had happened.
“Upon seeing the picture of that old
classroom, I remembered this moment like
it was yesterday.”
And W ill Lange ’57 reminisces, “W ith
the old chapel gone, it will be difficult for
current and future generations of Wooster
kids to appreciate some of the exploits of
the fabled Night Climbers of Wooster, who
ran rampant during the 1950s-60s. But the
Kauke towers will help. They were our first
triumph: a rowboat hung between the flag
poles, in imitation of the punts that Cam
bridge University students hung between
the towers of Kings College.”
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though, are of playing Scot basketball.
The main activities for M ary Lou these
days are golf, swimming, and walking. Dale
tries to work out at their local fitness center
often. The big news? The Hudsons have a
second great-grandchild, Hudson Grant
Jones (his father’s name is Grant Jones).
Dale and Mary Lou keep in touch with
their lifelong friend, Joe Bindley. They
report that Joe still enjoys teaching. The
Hudsons moved into a retirement village
two years ago and love it there. They have a
two-bedroom, two-bath apartment (to
prevent arguments as to priorities). Dale
adds, though, that they never have argu
ments. I can easily believe that.
A1 Spreng reports that he’s found a new
way to keep in shape. His part of Missouri
was hit by freezing rain, resulting in a large
number of fallen branches and trees.
Cleaning them up was a sizeable task and
qualified as “plenty of exercise.” Almost as
much fun as working out.
Ken and B etty Baker Rahn recently
moved to the Presbyterian Village in Little
Rock, Ark., from Cleveland Heights. Also
living in Little Rock are son Bill Rahn ’70 and
family. Betty is receiving care for Alzheimer’s.
Bob Johnson spent a low-key Christmas
in Coshocton, Ohio, with two sons and a
granddaughter. He says he regrets that he has
no upbeat information right now. He’s suffered
from “an intensely itchy rash” for several
weeks, his youngest son is under treatment for
worrisome health problems, and Bob had to
cancel his birding trip to Venezuela.
B ill Foxx says, “Everything is working out
OK,” for him and Pat Workman Foxx ’46 at
present. Bill himself is currently “enjoying” the
effects of brachytherapy (a type of radiation
therapy). He promises to send in more news
when he settles down. Your many friends look
forward to that time, Bill.

1945
Jeanne “Swanee”Swan Garnett
5310 Loruth Terr., Madison, W I53711-2630
garnettjeanne&yahoo. com

Thanks to everyone who sent me
(Swanee) so much information. D oris
C ulley Snow spent Christmas at son

Chris’s home in Enfield, Conn. Doris says
that the last time she wrote to this column
was in May 2002, when her husband died
after a stroke. Soon afterward, she flew to
Seattle, Wash., where Fredericka “Freddie”
Thom as K undig met her. They traveled by
sea to Orcas Island, where the home of
Freddie and her husband overlooks forests,
the other San Juan Islands, and the Cascade
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Mountains. Doris spent a healing time
there and returned to Maine via the
Canadian Railway.
Since then she’s made three other trips: to
the Hebrides and Scotland; a cruise from the
Mediterranean Sea to the Caribbean; and a
Danube and Rhine River voyage from the
Black Sea to Amsterdam. Doris plans to stay
close to home. She belongs to a writing group
of like-minded friends and completed a
history of her parents’ lives. W hat a great idea.
A short note from Julie and D on Zavala
says they are going strong. They live on St.
Simons Island, Ga., a beautiful place.
The highlight of Roger Secrest’s year
was when he and his wife, Grace, decided to
celebrate their 60th wedding anniversary at
The Greystone Inn on Lake Toxaway, N.C.
Roger says, “We enjoyed every minute of
our stay and came away with a slight idea of
how the wealthy spend their leisure time.”
In November he and Grace went to the
Camp Fannin Reunion to visit the Veterans
War Memorial, which honors veterans of all
five W W II military branches. The Camp
Fannin Association designed, funded, and
built the memorial to preserve the memories
of 10 Wooster students who trained there.
On Veteran’s Day, Roger and Grace dedi
cated the first of five granite benches at
Camp Fannin in memory of their parents. It
is a dream come true for Roger. “Remember,
every day is one special one,” he concludes.
“Try to make the most of it.”
Early last year Ruth “Frostie” Frost
Parker was hospitalized for some heart
problems. All is under control now. She is
active in her pet projects, the State Theater
and Merry-Go-Round Museum. Last
September she and her sister-in-law took a
trip across Canada by train and bus. She’d
wanted to do that for a long time. H er chil
dren and grandchildren are all doing well, in
various colleges, active in sports, and busy
with their studies. One is in high school,
and the youngest is in seventh grade. Frostie
spent Thanksgiving with son Jim and family
at a resort on Lake Geneva, Wis. She was
also able to attend the Kauke Hall dedica
tion and says the renovation is well done.
Jeanne H a ffa M cK ow n sends news of
her extended family. Two grandsons, sons of
her daughter, Andrea McKown Bhatt ’71,
completed M.B.A.s and got married last
summer, making for wonderful family
reunions. One wedding was planned for
Central Park in New York City. Due to rain,
they had the ceremony at The Ritz, over
looking the park. The other wedding was in
a church in NYC. Afterward, the bride and
groom, in wedding attire, strolled down

Fifth Avenue, with guests walking behind!
Haffa spent Christmas on Hilton Head
Island, N.C., with daughter Cindy and
family. Haffa’s sons, in Connecticut and
New York, are busy with jobs and family.
Life at Alexis Gardens in Toledo, where
Haffa lives, keeps her on her toes. She says,
“I t’s like living in a luxury hotel with my
high school class—same people, but they’re
old!” They’ve started a book club. She’s
made new friends but misses her old ones.
She and Andrea, who lives nearby, get
together on weekends.
A Christmas card from R uth Conover
Dagg featured a painting of their log house
— done by Ruth! She said that all of their
children were home in early December to
make Sandbakels. Sadly, during that time,
her husband, Cal Dagg ’42, got word of his
younger brother’s death.
Esther Swinney Frederick sent a note. She
lives in a nice apartment in Hamlet Village in
Chagrin Falls, Ohio. Her car died this past
year, so she uses Hamlet’s transportation and
takes advantage of many day trips. She saw
The Music Man in August put on by the Ohio
Light Opera at Wooster’s Freedlander Theater.
On that excursion, they stopped at the Smithville Inn for a delicious chicken dinner. Her
travels are mainly to visit family in Michigan
—a daughter, Linda, and her family in Jackson
and an older son, Paul, and family in Midland.
Esther’s son, John, and his wife live near her.
Her family was together for Christmas.
I discovered that the minister of Esther’s
church is a man whom Gordon and I have
known for 20 years. We vacation near each
other each in Maine but never realized we had
a common friend!
Bud and M arcia “M ickey” Chandler
Shaffer Fincken are both well. Mickey had
cataract surgery in both eyes last fall, with a
new type of replacement lens—no glasses!
Last spring they spent a (hot) week in
Washington, D.C., and in the fall they drove
to the Finger Lakes in New York. Bud has
learned to cane chairs and loves to work in the
garden, while Mickey sings in the church
choir, plays bridge, catalogs her art glass collec
tion, and keeps her photo albums up to date.
Ellen Kline now lives at 401 S. Main St.
#311W, Zelienople, PA 16063-1585. She’d
love to hear from you, at (724) 452-5400. She
is in a wheelchair and has trouble reading.
M argaret “M argie” Goldsm ith Hydorn

says she doesn’t know what happened to
autumn. O f course, she observes, “The Hotel
Hydom was in full swing from the end of July
’til the middle of November!” In early January
her sister, in a terminal state for many months
with MS, died. Margie’s daughter drove her to
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New York for the funeral. It was the first time
Margie had been out of Maine in years. She
said it was a good reunion, as funerals have a
way of being, visiting with nephews and their
families whom she hadn’t seen for 20-30 years.
We send our sympathy in the loss of someone
so dear. You must have many fond memories.
Sadly, I must report two deaths. On Dec.
2, 2006, we lost Constance Pixler Slettebak.
She’d had Alzheimer’s for several years.
Connie was always so enthusiastic, in every
thing she did. In addition to many community
activities, she loved to knit (remember all of
the sweaters and socks we knitted in Wooster
days?), read, and garden. She thoroughly
enjoyed her Wooster years and the friends she
made. She and Arne had two children.
M iriam Neely Keller died on Dec. 16,
2006, of Parkinson’s disease, which she’d had
for some years. I’m glad she could attend our
60th reunion. It was great to visit with her.
Mim and Parry have eight grandchildren, who
miss her gready, as do her Wooster friends.
We send our deepest sympathies to
Connie’s and Mims families.
More news from holiday mail will appear
in future issues!

1946
Sally Wade Olson
4209 Hoffman Dr., Woodbridge, VA 22193
oleysally@aol.com
I (Sally) received a wonderful letter from
Elizabeth Burket Kielbowicz, who retired

from teaching in 1988 as chairman of the
science department in Cherry Hill, N.J. Liz’s
three children include son Richard 75 and
daughter Fran 78. Fran is married to Doug
Strauch 78. Another Wooster family! Liz and
her husband, Frank, will celebrate their 55th
wedding anniversary in July. They enjoy their
grandchildren, four boys and three girls (4-22).
Liz shared the sad news that M arilyn

Shaeffer Fluck died on Jan. 9. Marilyn was
Liz’s Wooster roommate and close friend for
64 years. They shared family camping vaca
tions and frequent visits, living only 45 miles
apart—Marilyn in Jenkintown, Pa., and Liz in
Sewell, N.J.
The sympathy of the class also goes to
M arjorie W ilm er M ille r on the death of her
husband, Ralph Miller ’44, in November.
Ralph faithfully attended our reunions.
Imagine my (Sally’s) shock when I called
Annabel O nthank“Lee,” my former room
mate, on Nov. 1 to wish her a happy birth
day—only to learn that she had died in Mar.
2006. Lee had lived in California since 1948,
spending her final years in the home of her
daughter. She also had two sons, Scott and
Roger. Oley Olson ’45 and I kept in touch
with Annabel, visiting in her home in 1990.
A llen W orrall sent an e-mail from Fair
banks, Alaska, where he still practices, on a
limited basis, as an ob/gyn. Allen attended
Wooster for his freshman year before he was
drafted. He later graduated from the Cornell
College of Medicine. In good health, he enjoys
his grandchildren and great-grandchildren,
computers, and digital photography.
Thanks to M artha Purdy Behrens and
Barbara B ittner Campbell for their Christ
mas letters. Martha was spending the holidays
with son Jay and his family in Texas, then
going on to be with daughter Sue. Martha had
just learned of the death of her mother’s
youngest sister, the last member of that gener
ation. We send our sympathy to her.
Barbara’s letter was full of family news,
graduations, trips, and support of cancer
victims. Her year climaxed in October with a
trip to Ecuador and the Galapagos. She trav
eled with grandson Geordi, who graduated
from Evergreen College last June. He stayed
in Ecuador to work in eco-tourism.
This year will mark the 60th wedding
anniversaries for many of us. Let us know if

you’re planning anything special for your cele
brations, or send any other news.
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60th Reunion

Cornelia Cornie ” Eybarger Neuswanger
32148 Hwy. 34, Wray, CO 80758
cornelial@mailstation.com

Edith Bender Seaton
102 Greenbrier Dr., Hinton, WV25951
ronedseaton @city net. net

As I (Cornelia) begin this column, snow
covers the ground. But as you’re reading, it’s
almost time for our 60th reunion. There will
be good times to be together and quiet times
to do our own thing. (Anybody for a nap?)
Can you come? Distance, health, and family
obligations will keep some away (including
your Colorado secretary), but let’s try for one
more good time before we “retire.”
Now for the news. M arilyn “Andy”
Anderson W illiam s moved to Dayton, Ohio,
last fall, near her daughter, Norma. Andy lives
in her own home in a retirement community.
Last fall she attended Wooster’s Homecoming,
with a football win by Wooster in the last
seconds. Andy’s address is 10 Wilmington
Ave., Apt. 126E, Dayton, O H 45420.
Beegee G uinther Budd also moved—from
her long-time home in Cleveland to Lebanon,
Ohio, between Dayton and Cincinnati, one
house away from son Larry. She goes to the
YMGA for water exercises and—you guessed
it—bridge. Her address is 1599 Tollgate C t,
Lebanon, O H 45036.
The class prez, V iv Douglas Smith has a
new e-mail address, smithdaveviv@cox.
Do you have an e-mail address? Send it on,
if so. It will help us keep in touch. Thanks.
An overdue apology: Some time ago I
scrambled Joyce Roberts W h ite’s note, sorry
to say. Joyce is married to Robert Ray White
54, a professor at DeVry U in Chicago.
Jan Gladden Baus reports from Florida,
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“We (Jan and husband Gene) had a good
year.” In November they sailed from Tampa on
a cruise, hitting nine ports in two weeks.
From Texas Barb Eicher Thomas sends
news of children and grandchildren. Barb says
that she and Bill are well. Bill still does busi
ness in Venezuela, while Barb bowls and
mentors elementary students. She may not
make our reunion because granddaughter
Katie will be married in June.
News from several of the Round Robin
“sisters.” Hope Yee Lee and Bunny Eberling
Beek will not try to get to the reunion because
of the distance. Neither will Norm a W olcott
van der M eulen. Wistfully, Norma remem
bers us “as we were.” She still plays for an
Episcopal church, walks daily with a friend
in her high-rise apartment in Chicago, and
enjoys cultural events in the city.
L iz Jacobs A tkins didn’t make it to her
winter siesta in Mexico this year. The steep,
narrow streets of San Miguel are too risky,
so she and Jim stayed home. But Liz plans
to come to the reunion. Hooray!
Dick and Linda W ells Ellsw orth spent
half of 2006 attending five weddings and
visiting across the country, from Disney
World over the 2005 holidays to San
Francisco, where Dick had a church meet
ing. The biggest trip was to Scotland in
August, where they visited the Hebrides.
Dick will retire this year, after serving
Central College for over 48 years. We wish
this dedicated couple many happy years of
retirement.
M ario n St.John Graham planned to
spend at least part of February in Florida.
H er son, Glenn, is commander of the 40th
Flight Test Squadron at Elgin Air Force
Base. He, his wife, Allyson (Cornie’s niece),
and family live in Niceville.
Last January B etty M arker G ranicher
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underwent a total hip replacement and spent
five weeks in rehab. At last report she’s
doing fine. She’s enjoying a new deck and
hot tub and life with her “funny little dachs
hund, Henry.”
Now, two good letters from two gentle
men in our lopsided class. I’ll send the origi
nals along to reunion for you to read, but
here are tidbits. D on Fordyce always writes
a good Christmas letter and sends along
pictures of himself and his wife, Pepper, in
Durham, N.C., where they’ve lived since
1961. Pepper has a studio and still makes
pots. Don’s “principal project” in the fall is
raking leaves and distributing them on the
wooded portion of their lot. “It takes longer
every year,” he opines.
A September letter from Bob M c M illa n
reports that the state of his eyesight will
determine whether he gets to reunion. He
spent two weeks last summer at his home of
80 years in Minerva, Ohio, and then moved
to Bradenton, Fla. Later he visited Rochester,
N.Y., and Beverly Lake in Delta, Ontario.
Finally, to L iz W ebster Van Wagoner,
we send our sympathy and prayers on the
death of her husband, Rich, last August. He
often came to reunions, and we enjoyed him
very much.
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Betsy Cowles Sprenkle

310 Gardengate Ln., Lompoc, C /l 93436
sprenkle@bestl.net

Mel Snyder McDonald
30507 Rue de la Pierre
Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90275
melmacrpv@cox.net

Now retired from the U.S. Postal Service,
Robert Husted says he loves to fly and

travel.

From Ottawa comes news from Jane
“Scotty” M cIntosh Pearce. She’s had trips
to Florida and Bermuda, escaping the cold.
Her large family gathered in August with
plans to celebrate her 80th birthday.
However, Scotty didn’t cooperate, and the
party had to be held at the hospital! She’s
now 100 percent.
C harbe Croghan and his wife had a
wonderful trip to India. You may recall that
Charlie served as the Wooster-in-India
representative (1950-52) at Ewing Christian
College. He reports that there are better
roads now and a developing middle class,
but there are still beggars, garbage-filled
streets, and people sleeping on sidewalks.
(See p. 64 for more on Wooster-in-India.)
Speaking of India, I (Betsy) had a nice
visit from M arian Loehlin Davies and her
husband. Marian is the daughter of mission
ary parents and grew up in India. The couple
now enjoys their life at American Baptist
Homes of the West in Los Altos, Calif.
A letter from Jo Bailey Keck enclosed an
obituary notice for M a rily n Jean Nouse.
The class extends our sympathy to her
family.
“Blessings and challenges” are the words
that Jim H olroyd used to describe 2006.
Some in his family are battling Lyme
disease. On a happier note, the family has
had several graduations from college. A
daughter earned a master’s; a son-in-law
graduated from seminary and hopes to be a
Presbyterian minister.
Reading Jo B arr A ltstetter’s letter makes
me exhausted! They’ve had some wonderful
travels, including 21 days in Mexico with a
caravan of 21 other RVs. The highlight was
a five-day train trip through Copper
Canyon. Each RV was put on a flatcar, and
the owners sat in their vehicles.
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Eve/ynn Cheadle Thomas
169 Bayview Circle, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
eethomas@mailbug.com

Greetings from Dayton, Ohio, where we
(the Thomases) are with our daughter,
Carol Thomas Greenwald 74, awaiting my
February appointment for kidney repairs
and surgery.
John W orley’s annual newsletter says
that they went all over North America last
year, visiting family and friends. During cold
weather, they’re snowbirds in the South. The
rest of the time they reside in Montana.
We send our condolences and sympathy
to the families of E lizabeth Van D uzer
Berg and M a rily n Parrott W enger
Frackleton. Thanks to Mary Wilcox
Hughes ’41 for sending Elizabeth’s obituary
and to Jackie Tucker Hornbeck for
Marilyn’s.
Jackie writes, “I’m settled in my new
‘home,’ in a retirement facility. It will never
really be home, as my heart belongs to my
place in the country where I lived for 36
years. I miss Bob and Jeanne T u ttle H erst
being next door.” We wish you well, Jackie.
Jeanne and Bob Herst sent a wonderful
note. Jeanne attended the Triennial Gathering
of Presbyterian Women in Louisville last
summer and sat next to A llison Gay Biddle
G ist at a peacemaking workshop. They
connected with “Kentuck,” who drove them
around Louisville to see the sights.
Last March the Hersts traveled to New
Zealand to renew friendships in the parishes
that they served, Wellington (1989-90) and
Hunterville (1997-98). April and May
brought them back to reality, Bob to the
chaplaincy at Westminster Manor, Jeanne to
teaching violin students and working with
the church pulpit nominating committee.
The fall was full of appointments and proce
dures for Bob, diagnosed with atrial fibrilla
tion. He still works two days a week as the
chaplain at Auburn Presbyterian Home for
the well elderly. The Hersts send their affec
tion to all.
D orothy Swan Reuman writes of a spring
’05 Elderhostel trip to China with her sister,"
Ruth Swan Steffen ’47. “It was wonderful to
see familiar places as well as new ones. The
cities seem to grow in size and modernity,
while the countryside looks much the same as
in 1949. At the end of the trip, Ruth and I
had a week in the southern part of China,
visiting places where our grandparents lived
and worked in the 1890s.”
Sally Henderson W ehr and Dick are
busy. Dick plays golf and gardens. Sally also
golfs, plays bridge, does an intense Bible

study, and volunteers with the Pilot Club (a
women’s service organization) and church.
Dick shot his age last year. (If Sally lives to
be 115, she says she’ll shoot hers.) The
Wehrs took a 17-mile bicycle trip down a
mountain on the Virginia Creeper Trail.
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Janice “J ay”Wilson George

Joyce H eath Chapman writes that she
was thankful to have helpful family close by
when she was “grounded” due to eye surgery.
She was sorry to miss the Kauke renovation
tour (doesn’t it look great?) but reports other
scene changes in Wooster, including “old
Bowman Hall” being restored to its 1826
glory, as the county historical society head
quarters, and a new public library that covers
an entire block!

19476 N. Coyote Lakes Pkwy., Surprise, A Z 85374
I (Jay) am always delighted to receive

holiday greetings from so many of you! This
year a recurring theme was travels to, from,
or with offspring. Phyllis Evans Davies
took a quick trip to Tucson with son, Don,
and his wife to celebrate the 50th birthday
of daughter Phyllis 78 (who lives in
Tucson). In the fall, Phyllis (the younger)
returned the honor, flying to Cleveland for
Don’s installation as master of his Masonic
Lodge!
In between, the two Phyls met in
Portland, Ore., for an “Old China Hands
Reunion.” They had a great time exploring
Portland via its transportation system.
Jim and Jean D utch W ebster’s garden
ing, carpentry, and painting skills were put
to use last March. They trekked to Florida
to help son, Jim, a former Marine, get his
home ready for sale. Their efforts paid off—
the house sold quickly at a nice profit! Jim
continued to use these talents on their
church’s newly expanded parking lot. Jean
fills a host of church roles, when she’s not
quilting. In October the Websters visited a
daughter in Nebraska. They spent the holi
days with family in Virginia and
Pennsylvania.
Dave and Pat H aw k Clyde have a
granddaughter, Heather ’08, and two sons
with families who live near them in Ann
Arbor, Mich. In October their daughter,
Bonnie, a banker for Chase in Chicago,
drove east with them to visit friends and
family, including son Bill and his family in
Connecticut. Bill teaches economics and
serves in the administration at Qyinnipiac
U. Son Paul also teaches economics and
serves in the administration at the U of
Michigan, while Bruce runs a successful
plastic injection molding company that
Dave helped him start. (Do we sense an
economic trend?)
In December Dave and Pat joined Bill
and some of his students for a trip to
Nicaragua with the Albert Schweitzer Foun
dation. Students stayed in homes, but Dave
and Pat stayed in a monastery converted to a
bed and breakfast. They saw the area’s
poverty first-hand.
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Max Selby
30200 Crestview Dr., Bay Village, OH 44140
maxselby@gmail.com

Janet Evans Smith
121 Cherry St., Perrysburg, OH 43551
janet@evans-smith. us
Jane T ilfo rd Schuneman remarks about

her Wooster friends, “Everyone is still on
the move.” So is Janie. W ith her Mt.
Carmel Trio (strings), she traveled by train
on a fall tour from Minnesota to
Washington State. They performed in cities
such as Tacoma and Seattle. After their
return, Jane drove to her home in Tucson in
October, noticing “the desert was very beau
tiful” after summer’s rain.
A good letter arrived, postmarked
Traverse City, Mich., from Florence Reeder
M orrison. W hen not enjoying the lectures
and adventures of travel with Elderhostel
(following the footsteps of Leif Ericson in
Iceland and going aboard the Polar Star to
archaeological sites), the Morrisons continue
their involvement in presbytery. Florence is
chair of the Committee on Ministry, and
Elliot is on the Stewardship Committee.
Both find their church and small groups
very meaningful.
B ill and Sally Sterrett ’52 A ber believe
in short and sweet, “Here and there in ’06:
Iceland, Japan, Ohio, Panama Canal, and
the hospital. No births, no deaths, no
weddings or baptisms. For Bill, a ruptured
appendix and cataracts. For Sal, high
blood pressure. Just a regular year for the
old folks.”
M ary Anne Forbes R ettger wrote of
their 2006 family gatherings, traveling some,
enjoying the fruits of the garden, and deal
ing with medical problems. Their challenge
was going to Arizona last March in an “iffy”
94 van. They held their breath and made it,
but diminishing mechanical health meant
finally turning in an old friend.
Bats in the summer cottage and “snake
condos” under the evergreens near their
garden provided interesting times for Joel
and R uth A nn Colem an Davis. Besides
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THE WEDDING OF JEFF PACINI
& MEGAN KOTIS, ’ 02S,
JUNE 25, 2 0 0 5

Kate Dunne, Jordan
Williams, Judd Orr, '02s, Laura
Husarek '04, Adam Evans '01,
Deborah Pacini Hilty (English,
emeritus), Doug Harper '01,
groom, bride, BJ Thomas '02,
Matt Eging '01, Katie Orwin
McGormley, Jocelyn Somers
Anderton, Sylvia Leimkeuhler,
Leila Atassi, '02s
l
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dealing with the above, the water pump,
other plumbing, and furnace failure added to
the joys of cottage maintenance. Among
smaller trips and family gatherings, they
enjoyed a tour to Arizona and Mexico, made
numerous trips to New Hampshire to that
infamous cottage and to close Ruth Ann’s
space at Burlingwood Antiques for the
winter. The Davises also made it to Pitts
burgh for the Phoenix and Consolidated
Glass Collectors Convention.
Since August M arjo rie M itc h e ll Bolvin
and husband John ’52 have resided at Longwood at Oakmont, 30 Garden Ct., Verona,
Pa. “Cleaning out was not fun,” they report,
“but the Pittsburgh house sold quickly.”
Bob Sm ith happily resides at the Kendal
Retirement Community in Oberlin. He enjoys
concerts and recitals at the conservatory.
In addition to attending our 55th
reunion, John and Carol Rustemeyer
Talb o t spent time in Aruba, cruised the
Hawaiian Islands, and visited family in
California, with an introduction to Lake
Tahoe. A kitchen renovation complicated
their lives for 10 weeks.
I (M ax) was told by our kitchen designer
that kitchen renovations are the second
leading cause of divorce in this country. We
still don’t have a new kitchen, but we’re still
married. Congratulations on weathering that
storm, John and Carol! Carol was able to
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oversee the work while mending from a
knee replacement.
A rt and Margaret M e rrill did their tour
ing stateside, attending an Elderhostel in
San Antonio, a camp at their Presbyterian
church camp with granddaughters Hannah
and Rebekah, and a fall tour of New
England. They visited Newburyport, Mass.,
and saw the gravestone of A rt’s ancestor,
Nathaniel Merrill, who died in 1655. Art
helps out with Tax Aide for AARP and
plays bridge.
G erry and Joan Kane wrote in a Christ
mas message, “It was a year of joy and
sorrow, of triumph and tragedy, glory and
grief, and of experiencing God’s
love...through the kindness and caring of
family and friends.” The Kanes’ oldest son,
Greg, was killed in a traffic accident in
September. We extend heartfelt condolences.
We must also report the passing of the
late B ill M urphey’s wife of 57 years. Jan
Johnson Murphey ’48 died on Jan. 7, three
months after Bill’s death. Jan was a good
friend of our class and attended most
reunions with Bill. She will be missed.
Max and I (Janet) encourage classmates
not to feel overly modest about accomplish
ments and activities. M a ry A lice M um m a
wrote in the winter issue of the awards she
had been given, adding in parentheses, “she
says immodestly.” I was pleased that she

included them. Time given to what we care
about has special meaning in this part of
our lives.

1952

55th Reunion

Nancy Campbell Brown
1220 Portage Rd., Wooster, OH 44691-2042

Warren M. Swager Jr.
P.O. Box 555, Sheridan, M T 59749-0555
wcswager@3rivers.net
Jim Hornaday says he passed the lifesav

ing test again, which means that he can life
guard until he is 80. He states that a lack of
vigorous exercise accelerates decline and
deterioration.
Big news from Pete Sprague: He and
Mary Lou are selling their Cuba, N.Y.,
home and moving to Bristol Village in
Waverly, Ohio. Pete says they have many
friends in Bristol Village, they just haven’t
met them yet.
Bob and Edie Talbott Jolly are staying
active and enjoying their children and grand
children. Last year they went with their
church choir to perform and tour in
England, Wales, and Ireland. They’ll be at
our 55th.
Wes C rile and wife Marian are in good
health and active in sunny Florida. Last year
they enjoyed a cruise to the Bahamas and the
Caribbean. More cruises are planned.

THE WEDDING OF KARINA COLBENSON
& BRENT BOELTER, ’04S,
JUNE 3, 2 0 0 6
,
Maren Mayer, Hank Swager,
Amanda DeGaetano Smith, '04s, Jenny
Bayuk, Margaret Stigler, Gabe Thompson,
Barbara Patrick Thompson, Christie
Egnatuk, Brendan Callahan, Nicole
DeSantis, '03s, Matt Unman ’05, James
Ellinger '04, Kathy McCreary '06, Julie
Draper '05, Jacob Ruttinger '02, Alex
Prochazka, Eliot Fackler, '04s, Tiffany White
'05, Taylor Delhagen '06, Patrick Wynne,
Colleen Call, Nicole Lyndes, '04s, Joanna
Tysko ’07, Cyrus Karimian, Brad Adamczyk,
Adam Anthony, ’04s
bride, groom
l

t o

r

b a c k

r o w

f r o n t

I (W arren) am alive and well. Classmates
are welcome to stop by if they find them
selves in southwestern Montana. W hen I am
not roaming the mountains, I’m making
things in my shop, including four-poster
beds for each of my children and one for a
granddaughter. I also play the viola in the
Silver Bow String Quartet and the Butte
Symphony Orchestra.
Don ’54 and Carol Ross H askell enjoy
retirement in Astoria, Ore. They’ve lived
there for 18 years and spend a good deal of
time at their 200-acre Christmas tree and
commercial lumber farm. The Haskells indi
cate that their two guest rooms are empty
most of the year. If you expect to be in the
area, contact them.
B ill H ubbarth has a new knee, replacing
the one that he injured playing football at
Wooster in 1949. W hile he was recuperating
this time, he and Liz Blumberg Hubbarth
’53 took a long European cruise, adding
eight countries to their 100-plus list! W hile
they were gone, though, a failed water valve
wiped out the wall between their kitchen and
garage. Thanks to daughter Roberta, recon
struction was underway when they returned.
Bill and Liz also took a gem and mineral trip
to Sri Lanka.
Bob Ferguson has done some traveling,
too. Last April, with son Jay and his family,
Bob spent a week at Disney World. He got
to show the grandkids the important sights.
In July they went to Las Vegas. Bob got to
see some magicians and eat very good food.
W ith his daily coffee group, he makes
monthly trips to casinos and buffets in
Detroit and Windsor.
Harry and Jeanne Babcock Carley keep
busy. Scheduling around Jeanne’s partial knee
replacement and two cataract surgeries, they
participated in most of their usual activi

ties—heavy involvement at church, Finger
Lakes Progressives, public library, Meals on
Wheels, square dancing, and sailing. In April
they attended an Elderhostel in Savannah,
Ga. , on antebellum mansions. Their big
news: on Nov. 2 they welcomed their first
great-grandchild.

1953
Don Orr
13460 Marlette Dr., La Mirada, CA 90638-2813

Dorr8cot@verizon.net
Nona S. Taylor
110 Echo Way, Statesboro, GA 30458
nstaylor@frontiernet.net

On a bright, breezy day last October, Jane
Rice LaRue, her sister, Lou, and I (Nona)
enjoyed lunch at Cleary’s Restaurant in
Savannah. Readers of Midnight in the Garden
o f Good and E vil, John Berendt’s book about
Savannah, will recognize this important
locale. Jane and Lou were attending an
Elderhostel in Savannah. We investigated
River Street, appreciating its galleries, shops,
and local color, but the praline samples
offered by the candy shops captivated us.
Delicious! In November, back in Evanston,
Jane shared news with M arge Baker Tadder,
during Marge’s visit to a nephew.
Norm a Krauter Oppenlander dictated a
note about her health and activities, and her
daughter transcribed. Norma can no longer
write or make music, though she listens to
music when she can. She and Joe attend a
lecture series, Elder Education Enrichment.
W hen Willem Lange ’57, a storyteller and
commentator on Vermont public radio and
TV, spoke recendy, Norma and Joe traded
Wooster news with him. They urged Will to
attend his 50th reunion, because they had such
a good time at ours.

r o w

Joe 50 and Sue Shera Retzler live near
Don 51 and M in a Ramage Van C leef in
Wooster. Sue requires extra oxygen, but she
and Joe frequendy attend Cleveland Orchestra
concerts and soccer games in Columbus.
Occasionally they visit their timeshare in
Hershey, Pa. They took a six-day trip to New
York City to see daughter Courtney’s girls,
Sophie and Natalie. They haven’t stopped
cruising or visiting Branson and a couple of
their boys in California. Sue takes extra
oxygen, and the Retzlers are on their way.
The happiness Blue Birds, in the case of
John Sm ith and Sheila Ciampi, were Blue
Bird motor coaches, which brought them
together in a touring group and eventually
on a one-Blue Bird honeymoon. Stay tuned
for the story of why John and Sheila married
twice (once for each Blue Bird, perhaps?).
Their 2006 trip was to Nova Scotia and
Newfoundland, including a day in Labrador.
John and Sheila count five children and 11
grandchildren in their combined families.
An e-mail in November from Pris
Quim by W ilson described a difficult year of
health problems following cancer surgery. A
reaction to chemo damaged Pris’s heart.
Family, friends, prayer circles, plus devoted cat
Patsy, gready helped Pris. Patsy setdes down
nearby, while Pris does lovely needlepoint.
Christmas letters from N ancy M a rtin
and Barb M ortensen Rosnagle also
mentioned ongoing cancer treatments.
Nancy had a good year until October,
when she had a recurrence o f an earlier
cancer. Congestive heart failure followed
the second chemo. W ith help from loving
church friends and her own strong faith,
though, Nancy thought the third chemo in
December was going pretty well.
Barb wrote that an earlier cancer, now in
her spine and ribs, is fairly stable, though it

SPRING 2 0 0 7 Wooster 39

C lassN otes

THE WEDDING OF KATE WILLAMAN &
MATT GULLATTA, ’ 03S, MAY 14, 2 0 0 5
,
Doug Brown '02, Jessica
Barker, Meredith Hunter, Cat Mahurin,
'04s, Jamie Babineau, Jane Smith, '03s,
Kaushik Rathi ’00, Tom Johnson '01
Toni Cassarino '01, Meaghan
Abrigg '04, Hester Baldanza '03, Jeanne
Breitmayer Flowers’04, Amy Baker, Cori
Philips, Louisa Harbage, Erin Young, '03s,
Matt Epps '01
Jessica Hiznay
'04, Dan Pfiefer '03, Rachel Renkes,
Elizabeth Collins, '02s, groom, bride,
Katie Ringer, Jen Dlwgosh, '03s,
Emily Gamber '01
Dale Doershuk,
Lisa McMillen, '05s,
Nikki Hall '04, Chad Lowe '03
l
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required radiation and caused pain in her
back and legs. Nevertheless, Barb visited
her girls and their families, went to Santa
Fe for the July opera season, and took a trip
to China.
K eith Beachler, Rudyjoseph’s college
roommate, e-mailed that Rudy died on Jan.
22 in hospice care in Naples, Fla. Rudy
enjoyed our 50th reunion, though he had
been ill for some time. Keith and his wife,
Marilou, live in Worthington, Ohio, but
winter in Naples. They enjoyed many good
times with Rudy during their trips south.
Reserve June 5-8, 2008, for fun at Wooster!

1954
Gordon Hall
33074 Hidden Hollow Ct., North Ridgeville,
O H 44039, gragoretl@aol.com

O n a blustery late October day, your
class secretary, Gordon, toured Kauke Hall.
It is much changed from the building that
we knew as students—rich, modern, and
well-equipped, with a friendlier atmos
phere. Here and there are hints of the
building where we studied and glimpses of
the foundation of the previous “Old M ain.”
From the third floor, in places, one can see
the massive wooden framework. In another
area, original two by fours, laid on edge,
form the base of the floor above. The Class
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of 1954 is recognized for furnishing the
office of John Gabriele (Spanish).
H ugh M cC ullough’s new e-mail address
is hughbev@charter.net.
Tom W ise reports that he enjoys good
health but gave up golf because of weak
legs. H e’s not slowed down otherwise,
serving on church session, personnel
committee, and mission statement commit
tee and as a worship leader. Tom also takes
communion to people in their homes.
He worked 24-hour days for the primaries
and the last general election. Tom enjoys
cultural activities and supports Cincinnati
sports teams.
Ken Gregory has participated in cancer
study groups for several years. During our
telephone conversation, his voice indicated
that he has confidence in his doctors and
maintains a positive, fighting spirit.
During their 50th anniversary visit to
family and friends in the Northwest, Mary
Scott ’55 and Pete Blickensderfer visited
Ken and Beverly. Pete and Mary took the
coastal train home, from Tacoma to Los
Angeles. They reported in a Christmas letter
that Pete broke his neck in a bicycle accident.
He must have recovered—they continue to
participate in ballroom dancing contests.
D on and Carol Ross ’52 Haskell cele
brated their 52nd wedding anniversary last
year (see 1952 column).

After three years at Wooster, James
Andress completed a degree at Ohio U.
H e’s retired, after many years in fiber optics
and systems engineering. Jim continues to
do consulting and teaches as a guest lecturer,
stressing the importance of “thinking
outside the box.”
Kathryn Stimson A tm an has been a
retired associate professor of education for a
number of years but continues to be active
in the field. She’s developed a program enti
tled “Glad to be Alive” for children (K-5)—
to teach responsibility, respect, and other
virtues. Kathryn has written lyrics and music
for songs for each grade level and is devel
oping CDs.
Nancy B runner Fletcher left Wooster
for secretarial school in New York City after
our sophomore year. She and husband
Samuel met at Grumman Aircraft, where he
was an aeronautical engineer. Sam later
became a test pilot, and the family moved to
California. Nancy is involved in church,
golf, and a book club. She works one day a
week at a clinic near their Williamsburg,
Va., home.
Joyce Robison G eier had three children
and now has 11 grandchildren and 11 great
grandchildren. She’s well pleased with all of
her descendants. Joyce has been a profes
sional actress for many years and does some
commercials and voice-overs.

1955
N an cy M u tch D o n a ld
161 Lake Breeze Pk., Rochester, N Y 14622-1946
nomodonald@yahoo.com
F ran B au er P a rk er
715 S. Webster St., Jackson, M I 49203-1637
Jjparker@ameritech. net

1956
Pat Young
464 E. Highland Ave., Wooster, O H 44691-9249
Pjyoung52@aol.com

1957

50th Reunion

Anne Kelso Johnson
78 White Tail Rd., Murphysboro, IL 62966-6416
work: ajohnson2@siumed.edu
home: (618) 528-4552, ajohnson@globaleyes.net
D on MacPherson writes that he retired

more than five years ago from the active
ministry. “M y last parish was Reid Memorial
Presbyterian Church in Richmond, Ind. Ruth
Ann Dodds MacPherson ’63 and I built our
retirement home in Indianapolis. I give tours
of downtown Indy in three locations—the
Indiana Repertory Theatre (behind the
scenes), the downtown canal, and Monument
Circle and the War Memorial. The tours are
open to adults and children—the last two fit
with Indiana history classroom lessons.
“We belong to Northminster Presbyterian
Church, where Ruth Ann just finished a term
on the board of deacons and I chair the adult
education committee. We play bridge and
enjoy the fellowship of church groups. We
attend a number of theater productions and go
to Indiana Symphony Orchestra concerts. We
look forward to my 50th reunion in June.”
Sylvia M a rtin H offineier has spent most
of her time since graduation as a teacher of
English as a second language (ESL) and other
subjects in international schools in Asia, the
Middle East, and Europe. She has been back
to the States several times and attended our
reunion in 1992. After she and her husband
separated, Sylvia went back to teaching in
Berlin and Izmir, Turkey, then returned to the
D.C. area in 2001 and taught ESL in Virginia.
Her son, Martin, who works for the Smith
sonian, lives with her. Sylvia recently retired
but says she misses international life and
teaching. She plans to attend our 50th.
M ik e C arter writes: “In February we’ll lead
our 14th mission trip of physicians and den
tists to the remote northeast coast of Hon
duras. This is an ongoing mission project of
Central College Presbyterian Church in
Westerville, Ohio. The trip will require a flight
to a grass landing strip and a five-hour canoe

trip upriver. Four dentists and two physicians
will provide primary care to people who rarely
see a physician and who’ve never seen a dentist.”
Traveling to a northern region was a longtime dream ofjean G arrett Strojan. In Nov.
2006 she went to Churchill, Manitoba, to see
the polar bears. The bears await the freezing of
Hudson Bay, so they can venture out on the
ice to feed on seals. Visitors travel over the
tundra in special vehicles to see the bears with
out disturbing them. Jean spent Thanksgiving
in Brunswick, Ga., with her daughters and two
grandchildren.
A conversation with H elen Houser led to
a question about how many ’57s are still
around. O f the 181 seniors pictured in the
1957 Index, 32 are deceased. The Alumni
Office also counts students who were in the
class but transferred sometime later, bringing
our class total to just over 300. It would be
wonderful if we had a majority at our 50th.
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1958
Anne Gieser Hunt
3943 N. Christiana Ave., Chicago, IL 60618-3316
aghunt@earthlink. net

Robert Carter
20321 Sterling Bay Ln. W, Apt. A, Cornelius, N C
28031, lseryl938@yahoo.com
H enry “H op” and Alison Swager Hopper

topped their Christmas letter with a star,
representing, among other things, the path
that lies ahead as they downsize and explore
retirement communities. Hop tutors young
adults, participates in a poetry reading group,
sings in a barbershop chorus, swims, and
preaches “a wee bit of heresy” now and then.
The Hoppers visited Glenn Meier ’61 in
Mountain View, Calif., where Hop formerly
was assistant minister. George Kandle had the
same post in nearby Sunnyvale in the ’60s.
Loveland, Colo., is home base for Bill and
Sylvia Gibbs Spearman. Sylvia was the lone
woman in a 2006 fly-in fishing party of 10 on
Golden Lake, Manitoba. The Spearmans and
son Steve caught 125 walleye and northern pike
in one day. They then drove across Ontario to
their cozy trailer on Rice Lake, where they
camped for 10 weeks—“snug as two bugs in a
mg,” they write. Now that’s downsizing!
Mary and Bruce Rigdon put a different
spin on retirement living. They sold their
home in Michigan, where Mary practiced law
and Bmce was a pastor and president of
Ecumenical Theological Seminary, and moved
back to the house in Chicago’s Lincoln Park
neighborhood that they left in 1988.
Somewhat adrift when he first experienced
“white space” on his calendar, Bmce called
Bruce and Anne Gieser H unt, who live just
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>A RECEPTION CELEBRATING
THE WEDDING OF TERAH
ROBBIN ’ 98 & BRADLEY
WEBB, OCT. 14, 2 0 0 6

Sandi Kiser (admissions),
Landre Kiser '05, groom, bride,
Jenny Poole Van Dyke, Dan Van
Dyke, Tory Ganz Peterson, ’98s
l
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» W O O IN UTAH

Linda Miller Shively,
Kinta Sippy Alizzeo '91s,
Elizabeth Barney Pultorak,
Dot Verbrugge, '92s, Joanne
McAnlis, '91, Jenn O ’Keefe
Ruggles, '92
l

t o
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blocks away. A t Christmas there was a grand
family reunion of the Rigdons’ two sons and
daughter and the three H unt girls, who knew
each other in high school.
As I (Anne) was about to send this off
(Jan. 29), Mary called to say that Bruce had
triple bypass surgery—an unexpected response
to a routine physical the day before. (Good
thing he had that white space.) Later in the
evening, A lice Hageman called from Boston
with the same news. Alice was just finishing
her stint as moderator of the Boston Presby
tery. Update: Bruce is in rehab and doing well.
Cathy Tisinger continues her involvement
with women in the United Arab Emirates,
where she once taught. Along with the serious
stuff, she writes about an indoor ski run,
attached to the Mall of the Emirates. There
she and husband Walt went from drinking icecold water outside in the heat to renting
parkas inside. Watch for the name “Maktum,”
the ruling family in the UAE, Cathy says, who
are buying U.S. real estate and investing in
racehorses.
Margaret and Paul Randall spent two
weekends in Paris and the week in between
hiking in Provence with D ale Bailey and his
wife, Phyllis. The Randalls have done 11 hikes
with Wayfarers, a British-based company.
After receiving Pat Gerber Simmons’
Christmas 2005 letter telling of her interest in
genealogy, Peg M cAnlis M ueller called and
invited Pat to join her and six friends on what
has repeatedly been an exciting treasure hunt
at Salt Lake City’s renowned Mormon genea
logical library. Pat said, “Yes,” right away (see
photo, p. 36). The group spent 9-10 hours a
day immersed in microfilm, books, and com
puters. Peg issues an open invitation for a
similar trip in 2008.
We love the holiday letter from R.J. and
Nana Newberry Landgraf—their adventures
sound like a BBC comedy. They chronicle
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nine days in a rented Adirondack condo with
record rainfall and washed-out roads. They
returned early, having eaten too much and
walked too little. “We seemed to like the expe
rience. . .we’re going back for two weeks this
year!” Nana writes. Their greatest gardening
triumph (an ongoing theme) was a crop of 23
“carnival” winter squash. Nana loves “a winter
squash gratin’’ recipe that she discovered in
TheJoy o f Cooking, the book that inspired her
to “take up cooking” several years ago.
L illie Trent is livin’ it up! She had a grand
time on a Gulf of Mexico cruise during winter
break, ending with a brief visit to New Orleans.
Her daughter, a federal police officer, spent
five weeks on duty there last winter. “She cried
a lot the first week and had to ‘draw her weapon’
for the first time in many years,” Lillie writes.
Jane Craig W ilson was, and still is, an
accomplished athlete and an avid golfer. Janie
earned an M.A. from Ohio State U and
taught in Ohio schools. She married Jerry
Wilson, an aeronautical engineer, in 1964.
They moved to New Mexico, where he
worked at Sandia National Labs for 25 years,
and raised two sons. Jane served as an elder in
the First Presbyterian Church of Albuquerque,
played in their handbell choir, and was an
officer in Presbyterian Women. She was also
active in PEO, a philanthropic organization
that supports women through scholarships and
motivational programs.
In 1993 the Wilsons bought two acres near
a golf course in Silver City, N.Mex., an old
mining town in the foothills of the Gila
Wilderness Area. They designed and built a
home, almost entirely with their own hands
and Jerry’s engineering skills. In 2000, seeking
a more comfortable elevation, they moved to
Saddlebrooke, an active adult retirement com
munity north of Tucson. Jane has held several
offices in the U.S. Ladies Golf Association.
She now belongs to St. Andrews Presbyterian

Church and continues to play the handbells.
Mark your calendars, June 5-8,2008! Let
us know if there’s someone whom you’d like us
to track down.

1959
Nancy McCarthy
188 Cajferty Rd., Pipersville, PA 18947
nbmczog@aol. com

Ginny Wenger Moser
8201 Greeley Blvd., Springfield, VA 22152
(703) 451-7469, ginny.guide@verizon.net

On Dec. 11, three classmates and their
husbands met for lunch at a Pittsburgh restau
rant, to relive old times and celebrate the
moment with A nn W rig h t C urran and her
husband, Jim (see photo, p. 36). Ann had
battled lung cancer for at least a year and had
recendy learned that it had spread. The friends
and spouses shared wonderful moments at
lunch and later watched movies from college
days. As freshmen the women lived on thirdfloor Compton, the first year the dorm opened.
The friends were all shocked and saddened
to get a call saying that Ann passed away on
Dec. 28. As Jim said, she fought with every
thing she had to get that far and had achieved
her goals, then allowed herself to die. In
discussions during the earlier luncheon, it
was learned that six of the eight attendees
had experienced cancer themselves. They
wondered if that statistic is a norm for
people who have reached 70 years of age.
The Currans’ children, Laura and Douglas,
live in Texas. In the past several years, Ann
spent most of her time working at the First
United Methodist Church, where she and Jim
were married in 1961 and where her funeral
was held. She’ll be sorely missed there.
Barbara Farren Stuewe left Wooster after
her freshman year but stayed in close contact
with Ann. Barb has pursued courses of study

at various educational institutions but hastens
to say that Wooster had a tremendous impact
on her approach to the world. She married her
high school sweetheart, Karl, in 1958. They
feel fortunate to see their two sons and four
grandchildren frequendy. Barb is active at
church and in Christian womens studies and
enjoys singing and playing the guitar in a
church fellowship group. She and Karl spend
much of their summers at the Chautauqua
Institution, enjoying lectures and ballet. They
also enjoy golf and travel. Barbara took watercolor classes about 20 years ago and found her
niche. H er art has won numerous awards, and
she’s presided over her art guild.
Peg Scott Yeager was Ann’s Wooster
roommate. Peg and Dave Yeager married in
1959 and spent most of their lives in the
Youngstown and Akron areas. They have three
children. Peg is an avid reader, is active in a
United Methodist Church women’s group,
and is a regular American Red Cross blood
platelet donor. The Yeagers traveled to Italy
twice with Wooster alumni groups.
Donald “Cash” Register continues to
receive accolades. H e was recognized as the
Clergyman of the Year by the Chicago Chap
ter of the Alabama A & M U Alumni Asso
ciation in November, during that group’s
annual scholarship dinner and dance. Cash
writes that he attributes much of his passion
and work of assisting young people in their
educational pursuits to his Wooster experience,
which he’ll always treasure.
Patsy Alcorn Prutz retired and moved to
Florida (see Fall 2006, Wooster). In her Christ
mas message she described the wonderful
send-off given by the staff and residents of the
senior center where she worked in Georgia. A
standing-room-only crowd greeted Patsy at
the surprise party. The choral group that she
helped organize, the Melodears, was on hand
to sing her out in style. Many testimonials
were given, songs sung, and gifts presented,
amidst tears and laughter. Patsy says she feels
blessed to have worked in this industry. She
says she has wonderful memories.

1960
Nancy Brown Tyburski
130 Brookview Dr. S.W., North Canton, O H 44709
nancyty4@aoI.com

Vicky Fritschi
16 King Philip Tr., Norfolk, M A 02056-1406
vfritschi@netzero.com
Judy Gunlder writes that she and her

husband, Bill, have spent nine summer vaca
tions hiking in the Alps and Dolomites.
They’re getting good at speaking German and
traveling by bus and train. Meeting the local

people and sharing their music and festivals
have made their experiences memorable.
Judy and Bill also sing with an a cappella
choir, Jubilate!, at churches, retirement homes,
benefits, and special events. Last fall they
toured with the choir, singing in Boston’s
historic Old North Church (“one if by land,
two if by sea”), among other venues.
Judy is retired from 29 years of teaching
special education in Boulder, Colo. She volun
teers, teaching an ESL class. Judy says it’s a joy
to meet young women from all over the world.
She remembers the Wooster-in-India dinners
and treasures her campus experiences in diver
sity. She hopes that her nephews will be lucky
enough to attend Wooster. Judy would love to
hear from alums, at judy<®alpenhiker.com.

1961
Larry Vodra
51 High Ridge Rd., Brookfield, C T 06804-3517
JLVodra@aoI.com
Dave and Marta Keller ’66 M oore live in

La Veta, Colo., in the foothills of the Rockies,
near New Mexico. Their home was nearly
buried during a series of blizzards in Decem
ber. Dave hired a front-end loader twice to
remove 56 inches of snow (with deeper drifts)
from his driveway. The Moores were about to
leave for a New Year’s weekend in Albuquer
que when yet another storm dumped 12 more
inches. They spent the time digging out again!
Dave continues to work for the U.S.G.S. as a
geologist, with no immediate plans to retire.
Kathie Turner A uld did retire, from Ray
theon last Nov. 30, after 24 years as a software
engineer. She says that her major adjustment is
figuring out what to do instead of rushing off
to work. Kathy lives in Manhattan Beach,
Calif., with daughter Karen and granddaugh
ter Athena. Son James lives nearby.
One of Harris and M ary Madden
M cKee’s retirement goals was to travel, but
repairing body parts became necessary first.
Mary had her left knee replaced and antici
pates the same for her right. The McKees
spent a week cruising the Greek islands.
Judy M a g ill Wallace did a fair amount of
traveling in the last year, including taking a
Caribbean cruise, touring the Alps, and going
to a family reunion. She still works as organist
and director of music at the Presbyterian
Church of Sweet Hollow and lives in Deer
Park, Long Island, N.Y.
Your Humble Scribe received a note from
P h il Chase. H e’s still employed as a mathe
matician at the National Security Agency in
the D.C. area. Phil has a cabin in Knox
County, Ohio, where he and Cynthia Rice
Chase ’62 spend much of their free time.

I t ’ s Al l

About

Attitude
Late last fall, the Akron BeaconJournal
sports page carried an article about Jim
Dennison ’60, athletic director and head
football coach at Walsh University in North
Canton, Ohio, and his relationship with
Coach Jim Tressel of The Ohio State
University. While Dennison was the athletic
director and football coach at the University
of Akron, he gave Tressel a job as a graduate
assistant. The article says that, during his
four years of working for Dennison, Tressel
learned a lot about PMA, or Positive Mental
Attitude, his boss’s code and mantra.
Last spring Tressel invited Dennison to
speak before 1,000 Ohio high school
coaches, to “talk about football and life.”
The OSU coach noted that it was a repeat
performance for Dennison. Thirty years
before, legendary OSU football coach
Woody Hayes had invited Dennison to
speak at a similar event.
The BeaconJournal quoted Dennison as
saying, “Jim (Tressel) and I have a lot in
common. Both of us know that the ‘Big
Time’ is where you are at the moment. You
never look beyond that.”
Many of you will attend 50th high school
reunions soon. How about sending some notes
about where you went, what you did, and any
other exciting things? Send them by the end
of July to my e-mail or postal address.

1962

45th Reunion

Linda Park
1848 Beersford, East Cleveland, O H 44112
veggiepark@sbcglobal.net
Beth Davis Rickman participates in the

chancel and handbell choirs at her church and
is on the area concert series committee. She
also holds state and chapter offices in the
D.A.R. Beth and husband Vic enjoy retire
ment in Rhode Island, near grandchildren.
Carolyn Childs Shadle continues as asso
ciate dean for the Extension College at Cali
fornia State U-Long Beach. As a member of
Wooster s Alumni Board, she’s been back on
campus. Carolyn and partner John took a trip
east this summer to visit family. They go to
San Jose del Cabo, Baja, Mexico, every year
during the holiday break.
Elaine Rado Raynolds and husband
Arthur volunteer with their local newspaper in
Lake loxaway, N.C. Last summer they took
to the railroads in New England and the
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Shelley Griewahn ’79,
Wendy Beatiy-Burg, Cindy Mache, Diana
Dewey Emanuale
Carol Bowers,
Usa Carter Sherrock, '79s, Gaye Kelly
Robinson
Joanne Blake Fidler
’77, Nancy Toll Huffman, Joan Blanchard
Mosher, Kimberly Lavin McAllister
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»THE WEDDING OF KATE CUNNINGHAM
’99 & SCOTT BARSKE, OCT. 21, 2006
,
Tim Harrison '00, Mary
Beth Cheversia, Erin Brown, '99s, bride,
groom, Stephanie MacMillan '99, Gwenn
Habemickel Hauck '88, Kirsten Blake '00
Jennifer Diehl Briley, Kerry
Hardy, '99s, Graham Westerberg '97,
Robin Woodard Westerberg '99
l

t o

r

f r o n t

b a c k

r o w

r o w

national parks in the Northwest. They plan to
be at our reunion, so you can hear all about it.
Your secretary (Linda) is looking forward
to seeing many of you at our 45th reunion and
would like to pass on this position. If there are
any takers, please let me know.
I was heartened to see that activism at
Wooster is alive and well, when I attended a
teach-in sponsored by the Inter-Religious Task
Force on Central America. Two students
shared a workshop on “Killer Coke” with your
secretary and others. Concerned about Coca
Cola’s corporate practices, they would like to
bring them to light on campus.

1963
Ron Eggleston
3314 Parkview Ave., Lansing, M I 48910-4650
ronandsueeggleston@comcast.net
M ik e Smathers retired in August as the

director of a program that he started to help
low-income persons repair and upgrade their
homes. H e’s now consulting with the program
and trying his hand at woodworking and
family and community history projects.
Having recovered from open-heart surgery in
1998, Mike enjoys good health. In October
he officiated at his daughter’s wedding. Judy
Carpenter Smathers retired in 2006.
Thanks to her children’s organizational
efforts, Lynne Larson Cleverdon enjoyed a
long 65th birthday celebration. After a family
celebration on Labor Day weekend, there was
a month of greetings and congratulations from
friends, colleagues, and her church family.
Soon afterward, Lynne was injured in a bicycle
collision and endured a long rehab. Back at
work after this “test retirement,” she says she’s
ready for the real thing. Lynne urges visitors to
Springfield, 111., to look her up.
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Since retiring from the Foreign Service
in 1996, P h il Brown continues to travel, for
work and for fun. He’s a tour guide for weeklong trips and also an escort in D.C. with the
U.S. State Department’s International Visitor
Program. H e recendy took 19 visitors on a
25-day tour to learn about nongovernmental
organizations around the U.S. Phil and wife
Bobbi are active in the community and Chevy
Chase Presbyterian Church. They spend
summers in Maine and enjoy visits from their
two daughters and five grandchildren.
Rob Bricker and wife Mary have lived in
Prescott, Ariz., for about 30 years and enjoy
hiking. Rob had a solo practice in general
surgery until 2001, and Mary was a radiologist.
Though retired, they work one day a week,
when they’re not traveling. Both are active at
church and have gone on medical mission trips
to Africa and Central America. They have two
grown children.
In the first phase of her life, H o lly Hudnut
H alliday worked as an editor of professional
publications. After several years in Australia,
where her husband taught at the Australian
National University, she moved to a second
career as the admissions director of a Presby
terian retirement home in Evanston, 111. Holly
also serves as the home’s chaplain and is active
in her church. Her husband works at the
American Bar Foundation. Holly’s son and
three stepchildren are all married, and she has
five grandchildren.
B ill Riggs and wife Renate have finished
their three-year stay in the Netherlands, where
they were involved in the start-up of a medical
diagnostic device company. This device meas
ures the molecular composition of skin and has
pharmaceutical and dermatological applica
tions. If you are eager for a technical explana
tion, Bill says he’ll gladly oblige. Renate is

retired, but Bill still represents the company,
traveling frequendy from his home in Maine.

1964
Jim Switzer
891 Elmore Ave., Akron, O H 44302-1238
jswitze@uakron.edu

We learned of the Dec. 2006 death of
M ary Coffman T ilto n , a harpsichordist and

church and community volunteer, and send
our condolences to her family.
Foreign policy columnist Paul Kendall
writes for The Herald ofRandolph, a Vermont
paper, www.ourherald.com/) A resident of
Braintree, Vt., Paul lived in South America for
a time. He spent last year in Washington,
D.C., and studied U.S. foreign policy at
American U, focusing on national security and
U.S.-Latin American relations.
Humble apologies to Jim Pope, M a rll
M cD onald, and others who sent Christmas
letters. I (Jim ) thought I had copied every
thing to take to Florida, but when I got here, I
found that the information did not. I’ll include
the news in the next issue.

1965
Chuck and Lill Richeson Templeton
925Alvarado Terr., Walla Walla, WA 99362-2101
(509) 525-6746, templeton@whitman.edu
Peter Davis, petercedee@aol.com, and his

wife, Jocelyn, live in Port Townsend, Wash.
Peter is a location research consultant for the
retail food industry, specializing in natural and
specialty foods. He explains, “Upon leaving
Wooster, I attended tbe U of Delaware and
earned an M.S. in food distribution manage
ment. I was one of those fortunate few who
knew in high school what I wanted to do with

my life and my career—and my Wooster and
Delaware way-stations were both oriented
toward that objective: to be involved with
market research for the retail community, in
particular the food industry.”
Toni Bayley Conaway, rtconaway#
comcast.net, writes, “Ray and I were married
in 1965.1 became a teacher, and he went to
law school. I earned an M.A. in history but
quit teaching when our children were bom. I
became active in various aspects of the peace
movement, some through the U of Pittsburgh,
involving interesting conferences, such as one in
Heidelbeig on the Pershing and cruise missiles.”
The Conaways enjoyed a Wooster connec
tion with M errily Siepert Davis’s son, Matt, a
minister who officiated at their son’s wedding.
Toni and Ray have gotten together with Merrily
and George Davis ’64 a few times, in Tucson
and in Pittsburgh, where Ray and Toni live.
B ill Kalb, Kalbhome@aol.com, earned a
Ph.D. in mineralogy from Ohio State U in
1970, worked for the Ohio Geological
Survey for a year, and then started his own
business in Wheeling, W.Va. His work,
involving analytical services for the coal
industry and engineering consulting on the
design of thermal coal dryers, takes him to
Australia, Kazakhstan, China, Russia, and
Canada. Bill hopes to retire and spend time
as an officer/board member of the Coal
Preparation Society of America, work his
15 acres, travel, do family history, and spend
time with grandchildren.
Bill stays in regular contact with Brian
O ’Riordan, bkorl@aol.com, a retired Air
Force pilot in technology commercialization
who lives in Brecksville, Ohio, and Craig
Ewart, ckewart@syr.edu, a professor of
psychology at the Center for Health and
Behavior of Syracuse U.
From Sara Robshaw Haber, sehab@
cybermesa.com, we hear, “After living around
the country for two decades, my husband and
I settled in an adobe house in Santa Fe,
N.Mex. I’ve enjoyed teaching a variety of
subjects, most recently ESL and Spanish, to
learners of all ages.”
News from Joan C arter, jcarter@
umholdings.com, is, “John Aglialoro (my
husband) signed an agreement with Lion’s Gate
(the studio that produced Crash) to produce a
film of Atlas Shrugged. John has owned the
movie rights for some time, but it was difficult
to get funding. Ayn Rand is not politically
correct in Hollywood. We hope the movie will
prompt greater interest in objectivist principles,
particularly the defense of capitalism.”
We received short notes from several other
classmates. N ina Thomas Taylor works with
Perot Systems in an IT support role, manag

ing a health care application project team.
Find her at Nina.Taylor@ps.net.
R alph K letzien, Kletzr@aol.com,
attended Wooster during our freshman year,
then transferred to Syracuse U and majored
in business. H e spent 30 years in health
care, then in 1999 Ralph joined the College
of Business at Kent State U as development
officer. H e retired in 2006 and lives in Kent
with his wife, Judith.
B ill Longbrake, bill.longbrake@wamu.net,
serves as vice chair of Washington Mutual and
is a loaned executive to the Financial Services
Roundtable, a trade organization based in
Washington, D.C. In die former position he
works on regulatory, congressional, industry,
and housing government-sponsored enterprise
relations. In the latter post he works on issues
ranging from the pandemic flu, to floods and
earthquakes, to capital requirements for banks
and investment banks.
In October we (Chuck and L ill) took a
long cruise down the West Coast, through the
Panama Canal, up the Amazon River to
Manaus, Brazil, then back down the river,
through the Caribbean, to Tampa. Highlights
included traveling by canoe up a tributary of
the Amazon to a native village and attending a
performance of Vivaldi’s Four Seasons in the
Manaus Opera House, one of the most beautifid in the world.
Thomas R. H aw k was chosen as the 2006
Distinguished Business Officer by the
National Association of College and Univer
sity Business Officers. H e’s worked for the
Community College of Philadelphia for
almost 40 years as treasurer and vice president
of planning and finance and served twice as
the school’s interim president.

1966
Elizabeth "Libby" Westhafer O’Brien

He’s Top-notch

Brian Hansen '98, Donald Kolich
’08, George Bell, Ken Kolich, '79s
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On Dec. 3, 2006, several alums
witnessed the induction of George Bell
79 into the Ohio Scholastic Soccer
Coaches Association Hall of Fame. Bell
is the second C.O.W. alum to enter the
hall, joining Brian Stevens ’72 (Center
ville, Ohio), who was inducted in 2002.
Bell coached the Wooster High
School soccer team for over 20 years. He
began as a volunteer in 1975, his first
year at Wooster, and helped to form and
coach the town’s recreational soccer
program. After six years as junior varsity
coach at Wooster High, Bell became
head coach. He compiled a career record
o f201-77-41. Twice his teams reached
the state Div. I semifinals, and twice they
were district champs, capturing eight
sectional and four conference titles.
Bell coached six All-Ohio players,
two of whom made first team All-Ohio,
and many academic All-Ohioans. He is
one of the top-rated soccer officials in
the area, three times receiving the Stark
County Referee of the Year Award. Bell
teaches physical education at Edgewood
Middle School in Wooster.

73 Prospect St., Madison, NJ 07940
eobrien @dreew. edu

1967

40th Reunion

Sara Bradley
P. O. Box 599, Chautauqua, N Y 14722

Our 40th reunion is fast approaching! If
you haven’t sent back the card you received last
fall—send it now, saying, “Yes, I plan to
attend.” We’ll enjoy presentations by Kurt
Holmes, dean of students, and Ken Bogucki,
executive chef at the Wooster Inn. A highlight
will be seeing Jim Fletcher receive a Distin
guished Alumni Award. Contact the Alumni
Office, alumni@wooster.edu, or class president
Doug Topping, topping@rochester.rr.com, for
more info.

1968
P a t Silvey and Dennis Yanchunas
618 Bowen St., Longmont, CO 80501-4412
dryanchunas@comcast.net

1969
Judy Simkins Haines
2643 Brook Valley Rd., Frederick, M D 21701
tomjudyhaines@hotmail.com

Great news about two classmates comes
from Oregon State U. Check the university’s
Web site for more details.
Oregon State has named Kathleen Dean
M oore as its Writer Laureate. Kathy, an
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educator and critically acclaimed essayist, has
written on environmental ethics, philosophy,
and nature. She won an Oregon Book Award
in 2005 for The Pine Island Paradox (Milk
weed Editions, 2004). Her book, Holdfast: A t
Home in the Natural World (Lyons Press, 1999,
2004), won the 2000 Sigurd Olson Natural
Writing Award. And Riverwalking: Reflections
on Moving Water (Harcourt Brace, 1996)
received the Northwest Booksellers Award.
The 2006 Oregon State U President s
Report called Darlene Russ-Eft a “leading
light.” A “star” evaluator of adult training
programs, Darlene joined Oregon State Us
College of Education two years ago, after
working in business for AchieveGlobal Inc.
She was elected director of the International
Board of Standards for training, performance,
and instruction, program chair for the
American Evaluators Association, and vice
president of research for the Academy of
Human Resource Development.

1970
Laura Wolfson Likavec
1702 Mendelssohn Dr., Westlake, O H 44145
lauralikavec@yahoo.com

Katy Campbell is back in the Philly area
and would love to see former classmates and
friends. E-mail her at camkitl@msn.com.
Deborah Dew Fenwick, Debbdew@aol.
com, is a retired teacher who lives in Summerfield, Fla., with husband Robert Hein.

1971
James K. Lowery
1675 River-wood Dr., Jackson, M S 39211-4828
jlo-wery@jam.rr.com

Kathy Palumbo has joined the Com
munity Foundation for Greater Atlanta as its
director of programs. She’s responsible for the
foundation’s competitive grants program,
scholarships, and other grant-making efforts.
Kathy will works closely with the philan
thropic services and finance departments.

1972

35th Reunion

Jay Yutzey
1254Nor-well Dr., Columbus, O H 43220
yutzey.2 @osu. edu

Mike Tindall was recently elected by the
voters of Middletown Twp., Pa., a suburb of
Philadelphia, as Committee Person for a fouryear term. His peers then elected him vice
chairman of the district. Mike and his wife,
Anne, were active in the successful Seventh
Congressional District campaign of retired
three-star admiral Joe Sestak. Their open
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house for Adm. Sestak was attended by Joe
Klein, a reporter for Time magazine and the
author of Primary Colors. He then wrote about
the event in a September issue of Time.

1973
Suzanne Schluederberg
3385 Carl Ct., Ann Arbor, M I 48105
suz@umich.edu

“After years on the beach in Malibu,”
writes Geof Petch,'“we moved to a few acres
in the wine and horse country of the Santa
Yenz Valley near Santa Barbara. To say that we
enjoy it is an understatement, though we still
split our time between here and Australia.”
Reach Geof at geofp@earthhnk.net.

gourmet cooking. Rick says, “We’ve been to 47
countries and were in China in August.” He
gives a shout out to David Bowers and Paul
Cohen. E-mail him, Vogelr@wellsfargo.com.
How many of you are retiring this year?
W ho still has kids in elementary school?
W ho has grandkids? Which of you will throw
your hat into the presidential ring? E-mail me
(Kim) some news, please. Thanks.

1975
Andrea J. Steenburg Simmers
2121 Breeds Rd., O-wings Mills, M D 21117-1646
NEW! asimmers@mcdonogh.org

Note my (Andrea’s) new e-mail address.

1976
1974

Kim Tapie
5511 Canaan CenterRd., Wooster, O H 44691-9611
ktapie@-whmhrb.org

Helen Chilson Lenz reports that she
turned 55 just before Christmas. Her latest
interest is collecting vintage glass, which she
buys and sells on eBay. Helen fondly remem
bers Alec Cheyne (1973 visiting professor of
religious studies) of Edinburgh University,
who died in 2006.
Hal Merz, halbren7@hotmail.com, sends,
“Greetings! Last July I realized a long-time
dream. My employer, Columbus State Com
munity College, made an early retirement
buyout offer that I couldn’t refuse. My wife,
Brenda, and I have established a consulting
service, Paraclete Funding Resources LLC,
which provides research, training, and proposal
writing assistance to the nonprofit sector.
We’ve especially enjoyed helping a number of
faith-based service providers strengthen their
funding resources. Brenda assists with the
research. We’re semi-empty nesters—two sons
out of college and another in his senior year.
Friends who’d like more information can send
e-mail or follow our stories at this blog,
paracletes.typepad.com/halftimer_joumeys/.”
Rick Vogel writes that he’s vice president
of institutional securities sales and trading at
Wells Fargo Bank in Oregon. He assists
corporations, institutions, and municipalities
with fixed income and growth investment
needs. Rick is past finance chair of the Lake
Oswego Methodist Church and on the board
of Multnomah/Washington County CASA.
H e’s also served on fund-raising committees
for the American Heart Association, Ameri
can Cancer Society, and Trout Unlimited.
Rick, wife Paula, and daughter Allyson
reside in Lake Oswego. His hobbies include
fly-fishing, scuba diving, golf, hiking, and

Dana Vandenberg Murphy
3175 Warrington Rd., Shaker Heights, OH
44120-2428, dmurphyl@sbcglobal.net

Julie Beuter Bogner has moved with her
two teenagers and Rylie, a golden retriever,
into a new home north of Wooster, at 4047
Stone Creek Dr., Wooster, O H 44691.
Julie’s son, Ted, is a junior at Wooster High
School, and daughter, Molly, is a sophomore
at Wittenberg U. Julie is the community
relations director for the Wayne-Holmes
Mental Health and Recovery Board. Spare
time consists of tennis, running, kids’ activi
ties, and home maintenance. Stop and say
hi, Julie says.
This update comes from Debbie Starr
Branfield: “It was great to see many of you
at our 30th reunion! It was fun to serve on
the planning committee. I encourage you to
be part of the next committee. It gives you a
reason to travel to Wooster for
Homecoming the fall beforehand!
“Dave Branfield and I have lived in Fort
Wayne, Ind., for over 12 years. Dave has
taught elementary physical education for the
Van W ert (Ohio) schools since 1979. A t this
time, he expects to teach for 35 years.
“I’ve been with Wells Fargo Bank and its
predecessors for over 27 years. Currently I’m
a business relationship manager in Fort
Wayne, working with businesses that have
annual revenues of between $2 million and
$20 million. Two of my specialty areas are
not-for-profit organizations and health care
industries.
“W e’re planning two hiking trips—one
for both of us to the ‘wilds’ of northwestern
Pennsylvania in April and Dave’s trip in late
July with teaching colleagues to hike the 100
Mile Wilderness of the Appalachian Trail in
Maine. There’s still room on that trip. Drop
Dave a line if you’re interested!

« T H E WEDDING OF JESS MAIER
’01 & PAUL LANG, JULY 1, 2 0 0 6
,
Kaushik Rathi ' 0 0 , Jane
Smith Rathi '03, Tom Johnson, Scott
Cameron, Kevin Egan, '01s, Curtis Gore
'99, John Ellenwood '00
Amy
Johnson, Mandy Cornell Anderson,
Christian Hunter, ’01s, Colleen
Cameron Hunter, Beth Starling, '02s,
groom, bride, Abbi Sanford Ellenwood,
Angela Skaggs, Andrea Jorjorian
Twomey, Sandy Tecklenburg, '01s
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<AT COCCIA HOUSE

Tom Farquhar, Jon Herak, '77s,
Joe Coccia, Sharon Coursey Rice ’90
(alumni relations), Bob Dyer ’77
l

“O ur sons are out o f the nest. Josh grad
uated from Ohio State U in 2004 and lives
and works in Columbus. Nick works in the
construction trade in Cincinnati. W e’d love
to hear from or see college friends. Give us a
call or drop us an e-mail if you’re traveling
our way. We’re the only Branfields in the
Fort Wayne phone book, and our e-mail
address is gobucks04@msn.com.”
Jenny M ulter M onroe has this news, “In
2006 I became a certified mindful life coach.
I t’s the culmination o f my spiritual and
psychological work of the past eight years.
A t my Web site, www.summonedbyjoy.com,
you can see how coaching works and fits my
life purpose. I continue as Elderhostel coor
dinator at Watson Homestead in the Finger
Lakes region of New York. (We’re all almost
the age for Elderhostel, you know.) Go to
elderhostel.org to find some high adventure
and high calibre courses and travel
programs.
“I teach locally about the Iroquois culture
and am involved in our interfaith council
and Unitarian Universalist congregation.
Call me if you’re coming to upstate New
York. I’ll put the Reisling in the fridge!”
Jenny and husband Steve have two sons and
two grandchildren.
M arilynn D uker, her husband, Dale
McArdle, and children, Ian (18) and
Flannery (15), live in Baltimore. Dale heads
the housing division at Catholic Charities in
Maryland. Marilynn is president o f the
Shelter Group, www.thesheltergroup.com, a
group of multi-family and senior living
development and management companies.
She was the first employee there 25 years
ago and now heads up its three businesses.
The group has 1600 employees and owns
and operates communities in eight states.

1977

30th Reunion

Bonnie Savage
4306 R iver St., Willoughby, O H 44094-7815
bonniesbee@sbcglobal.net

The Friday before the Ohio State-Michigan game, reunion committee members Jon
Herak, Tom Farquhar, and Bob Dyer met
with Sharon Coursey Rice ’90, assistant direc
tor of alumni relations, at Coccia House for
the committee’s (18 members strong) formal
initial planning session. Bob says, “George
Galster taught me in Economics 101 that
TINSTAAFL, but that pizza sure tasted good,
washed down with the committee’s favorite
beverage. Joe Coccia, looking younger than
ever, joined us at the table, and Coach Art
Marangi stopped by to say hello.
“Our reunion promises to be an event for
the ages. Plan now to join us, rekindle old
friendships, and recapture a little of the magic
that made our years at Wooster memorable.”
Gary Hesser (sociology professor at the
College in the 1970s) and Nancy Homans
celebrated their 25th wedding anniversary.
Gary has been back to C.O.W. to conduct a
workshop and visit Rich Bell (philosophy,
emeritus) and Barbara Bell (libraries, emerita).
Their sons grew up together in Wooster and
live and teach in Providence, R.I.
Nancy became the policy director for the
City of St. Paul, Minn., after a nationally
prominent election in November. (The
incumbent Democrat, who had endorsed
George W. Bush in 2004, lost by a 2:1 margin
to Chris Coleman.) Nancy was an executive
budget officer for the State of Minnesota
prior to returning to St. Paul, where she’d
worked as a city planner for over 20 years.
Ron Roesch made the jump to suburban
Upper Arlington after teaching and coaching
in rural Ohio for 17 years. Not looking back,
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he teaches middle school math and for a time
was an assistant coach at the high school. The
district ranks high academically, and Ron has
won several awards. He built a log home on 14
acres just outside of Sugar Grove, Ohio, and
commutes 45 minutes each way, enjoying the
best of both worlds.
Ron, his wife, and family celebrated
their 25th wedding anniversary in the
Dominican Republic. T heir two daughters
have graduated from college; the two sons
go to Fischer Catholic and have great
success in sports. They played varsity
basketball this season. Ron has seen a few
Wooster alums over the years and stopped
in on Jim H urdiss a time or two on his
way north to playoff games. I f you get
down toward Old M an’s Cave and O hio’s
Hocking Hills, Ron asks you to stop in.
M artha Willman writes, “Son Chris turned
15 in February...and began to dream of driving
soon. I lost the last of my parents’ siblings, one
on each side, in these past months. First was
Uncle Adolph (Dad’s brother) last winter. He
was in his 90s but still is missed. In mid-June
my maternal Uncle Norman died in hospice in
Newark, Ohio. I miss him, too. He had a terrificsense of humor. There were times that we didn’t
have to chat, just sit comfortably with each other.”
We have a groundbreaker in our midst!
The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton was elected on
Dec. 2 to a six-year term as the first woman
bishop o f the northeastern Ohio synod of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America, according to a press release.
Elizabeth was installed on Feb. 3 at St. Paul
Episcopal Church in Akron, Ohio. The
synod has 84,236 members in 207 congre
gations. Reporters quoted Elizabeth as
saying, “We have a lot to do, and we’re
going to do it. Amen.”
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THE WEDDING OF LESLIE KNAPP ’ 99 &
TODD STUBBENDIECK,
MAY 20, 2 0 0 6
i
,
Joe Marchio, Sarah Ford
Marchio, '99s, Joe Gutowski (student life),
Debbie Krudwig Gutowski, Jody Clauter, '99s,
Adrienne Ferraro ’00, Karen Rafferty
Csaba ’99, Sarah Bandomer ’01,
Tasha Stolle Peacock ’99, Betsy Scheneman,
Amy Johnson, ’01s, Gretchen Maier Pattison,
Jeff Pattison, ’99s;
groom, bride
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1978
Wendy Beatty-Burg
340 Gosling Dr., North Wales, PA 19454-2726
BeattyBurg@aol.com

Mary Breiner
1092 Homewood Dr., Lakewood, O H 44107-1450
mtbreiner2002@yahoo.com

Most of the following got lost in cyber
space last fall—but better late than never.
B ill Stone and Gene Jackson are coordi
nating a golf outing near Wooster, Aug. 2-5,
for all former members of Phi Sigma Alpha
(Sixth Section or “Sigs”). Although all Sigs are
invited, they’re concentrating on those who
graduated between 1975-80. Bill and Gene
decided to organize the event after reading
about the Sig reunion from the late ’60s-’70s
in Wooster. Contact them at genejackson74@
hotmail.com or wstone@lynchdallas.com .
To celebrate our 50th birthdays, a group of
Pi Kappa (“Peanuts”) gathered for a Big Chill
Weekend at Joan Blanchard Mosher’s sum
mer home in Scituate, Mass. Joan served up
pancakes and French toast for 11 friends from
the Classes o f 77-79 (see photo, p. 44). Joan’s
daughter, Lauren ’08, is a theater major. As a
Trustee, Joan is on campus frequently. Find
her atjbmohser@hotmail.com.
Kimberly Lavin M cA llister retired from
BFI in November and is looking forward to
dropping her golf handicap on the links. Look
her up in Jupiter, Fla., justicemca@hanoo.com.
Gaye Kelly Robinson, GKR4kids@aoLcom,
is in her seventh year of paying tuition for her
two children at Johns Hopkins U. Look for
Gaye on any Atlantic City beach, Memorial
Day through September: she’s a lieutenant on
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the Beach Patrol—32 years this summer.
W hen not patrolling, she’s trolling in Holden,
Mass., with Jim “Robbi” Robinson 75 (KX).
They’ve enjoyed watching their son and
daughter compete in Div. Ill swim meets.
Joanne Blake Fidler 77, blfidler@groton.oig,
owns and operates The Sunshine School, a
preschool in Groton, Mass. Joanne celebrated
her big one with a reunion weekend in Dallas
and a tailgating party to Menopause, The
Musical in Boston. Her spouse, the Rev. Brain
Fidler 77, reports that he continues to pray for
Blake and the other Pi Kappa souls.
Cindy Mache spent two months celebrat
ing, visiting close family and friends as she
traveled the East Coast on her way to Bar
Harbor. Cindy is a system architect at Verizon
Business (formerly MCI), integrating system
solutions for new telecom technologies. Find
her at cindy.mache@verizonbusiness.com.
Carol Bowers 79 claims that she’s far from
turning 50. She’ll soon celebrate her 10th
anniversary with the American Society of Civil
Engineers and can’t believe her son, Caron, is
already in first grade. Carol plans to volunteer
in the classroom when she retires, this coming
decade. Reach her at Carol.bowers@cox.net.
Lisa Carter Sherrock 79 has taught
elementary education for 23 years in her
hometown, Springfield, Ohio. She comments
that she’s still going nowhere—in spinning at
the local health club. She’d love to hear from
fellow ’nuts, at lsherrock@who.rr.com.
Bill 77 and Nancy T o ll H uffinan cele
brated her 50th by talcing a Mediterranean
cruise last July. Nancy will be starting a new
clothing line and modeling at Talbots. Her

e-mail is Hufftoll.@aol.com.
Shelley Griewahn 79 celebrated her 50th
birthday on Mar. 10! Shelley serves as a Girl
Scout leader and spends time playing with her
daughter, Jessamine (11).
Here’s news from those that wanted to
attend the gathering but had conflicts. Robin
Light Thomas was not able to come from
Minneapolis, since she was touring colleges
with son Kyle. Lorraine W ild er Powell was
taking nursing exams that weekend. M argaret
Scherbel Deutsch was preparing to help a
friend compete in the NYC Marathon.
This summer we’ll have a western Pennsyl
vania reunion with Margie and D iana Dewey
Emanuele, dde@andrew.cmu.edu. Diana is
enjoying a new career, away from health care.
She’s the executive assistant to the executive
director of master’s programs at the Tepper
School of Business at Carnegie Mellon U in
Pittsburgh. Di celebrated her 50th in
Rochester, Pittsburgh, and Scituate. She
makes and sells note cards and bookmarks at
The Enchanted Forest Shops in Forest Hills.
Cynthia Raftus McDowell 77 keeps busy
in NYC preparing food for several major
network food shows.
I (W endy Beatty-Burg) had a blast at this
gathering of fine women. We proved that 50 is
the new 30, picking up where we left off and
laughing over college stories. Please keep send
ing stories of how you celebrated your 50th.
The weekend of Oct. 28, Carol, Lisa, and
Joan traveled to Cincinnati for the wedding of
David Cobra Scott 77 to the Rev. Stephanie
M .Tunison on the yacht Destiny.
A group of alums write, “In honor of our

50th birthdays, Vivian Balzer Doublestein,
school junior), looked at Hamilton and did
Albany, we built a house in the suburbs but
Lynn Streiber Turney, and Kate Frazier
some bike exploration on local trails. We see
closer to downtown. Our phone number has
Neely met at Lynn’s house on Indian Lake last
Susan and family when visiting George in
not changed. We have plenty of room for
summer. We all still work in the same fields :
Pennsylvania.”
Wooster friends.”
Lynn does music therapy, Kate teaches voice
Stewart Massey reports, “My family and I
H arry Eberts and Jenny H arland want to
and performs, and Vivian runs fine arts
now live in Bernardsville, N.J. After retiring
say hi to everyone and to report that they and
schools for homeschooled students. We all still
as a partner of Morgan Stanley (2003), I set
their three kids experienced a magical trip to
live in the same towns: Lynn in Columbus,
up an investment consulting business, see
Australia and New Zealand last summer.
Kate in Washington, and Vivian in Atlanta.
www.masseyquick.com. My sons are 19,17,
They visited old friends, the outback, and
Even though we’re over the hill, we don’t look
and 14. Christian is a freshman at Colgate U.
Lord of the Rings locations and took in the
too bad and still have a lot of fun together. We
Andrew and Matthew are both avid tennis
breathtaking scenery. Jenny and Harry send a
had a great time reminiscing about Wooster
players. I spend a lot of time at Wooster, as a
special hello to allT.H.O.R.G. members.
and friends from whom we haven’t heard in
Trustee for the past 15 years. Visit, if you’ve
Barb S helli Sullivan reports that a
years. If you want to reminisce with us, find us
not been back in a while. You’ll be amazed.”
bunch o f Wooster friends are not waiting
at: Lynn, mtumeyl@columbus.rr.com; Kate,
until our 30th to get together again. They’re
cfh@speakeasy.net, and Vivian, vivian@mafa.net.”
planning a nine-day all-Woo-women
Deb Hanna Starnes writes from Maryland
1980
version of City Slickers. They’ll do the
that she’s involved with Stephen Ministry at
Susan Estill
Colorado River run through the Grand
church and with hospice. Deb’s husband,
1817 Keller Lake Dr., Burnsville, M N 55306-6378
Canyon, similar to the trips that Fred Cropp
David, is the executive director of Baltimore
sestil/58@comcast. net
(geology, emeritus) organized. So far, it’s
Outward Bound School. They have three chil
Don Leake
going to be: C har Reed Lyons, Barb, Carole
dren. Justin is graduating with a B.A. from
300 High Gables Dr., Apt. 208,
Youngberg Voss ’82, Barb C hurchill
Drew U in May. He enjoyed playing soccer
Gaithersburg, M D 20878-7428
Nonno, N an Fausnaugh Johnson, Kate
there and will attend grad school at Benning
Jenny Watson
M cC lellan d H ope, Judy A nilosky
ton College. Rachael, a nursing student, is a
1551 Oakmount Rd., South Euclid, OH 44121
Anderson, Linda Ossman Lackey, Judy
junior at Radford U. Her youngest will attend
jlwatson395@sbcglobal.net
Ratesic Naser, Jennifer Longsworth, and
Widener U in the fall. Deb and Jane
B ill W eidner writes “Cindy Leber Weidner
C heryl W eller Anderson. Promises to be a
Hostetler Sheard celebrated Deb’s 50th with a
and I have lived in Simsbury, Conn., since 1988
blast. The trip’s planned for 2008, since it’ll
girls’ weekend in Las Vegas!
(the longest we’ve lived anywhere). We have
take that long to plan— and to order enough
Wayne Allison’s son, Mike, won a gold
four daughters, two in college and two in high
Advil to take along!
medal in basketball in summer 2006 at the
school. I’m a partner in a small oil and gas
Leslie S. H alaby-M oore relocated to
National Juvenile Championships. Wayne told
investment firm; Cindy is a counselor and
Boiling Springs, Pa., a small town on the
the Hamilton Spectator that he never thought
family therapist at an alternative school. We’re
Appalachian Trail—beautiful country with
he’d have a “bigger thrill” than playing basket
restoring a 19th century house in Kennebunktons to do outdoors. Leslie’s job keeps her
ball himself but found it watching his son play.
port, Maine. We get to the ski slopes in the
more than busy (district manager for the
winter and the beach in the summer. We’d love
Tractor Supply Co.), but she plans to take
to have visits from Crandell House friends.
time to enjoy the area. She’s spent all of her
1979
Reach me at wew@coscocap.com.
time so far on the job or with her family.
Jennifer ReedJones
“We’ve seen Jeff and Marlea Allan Tallon
“Teenagers can be more time consuming
3721 McClelland Blvd., Joplin, M O 64804
’82 Hough two summers in a row, around July
than toddlers!” she exclaims. “My oldest is
(417) 781-4215, xojones@aol.com
4, at Lake Sunapee, N.H., and I’ve seen Jay
already applying to colleges. Wait a
Patricia Stocker Clinker
Baker a few times out in Denver.”
minute...didn’t we just graduate?” Leslie
1805 Heritage Cir., Dover, OH 44622
A note about M a rk Longer appeared in
would love to hear from friends, at halaby(330) 343-6477, trishie007@hotmail.com
Health Business Week (Nov. 24, 2006). Mark
moore@hotmail.com.
Start planning for our 30th in 2009!
joined Napo Pharmaceuticals Inc. as vice pres
B rian W adnan, O.D., and his wife,
Newby Roper is still in California, where
ident for program planning and management.
Danette, live in Greenfield, Mass. They
he’s had a veterinary practice for 13 years.
Napo develops and commercializes proprietary have two optometry offices, in Greenfield
Lesley D retar Urgo has moved house
pharmaceuticals for the global marketplace, in
and in Amherst. They’ve sent their first
again, to central New York State. “Joe and I
collaboration with local partners. Mark was
child to College (UVM) and are starting
live in Clinton,” she writes, “on the campus of formerly senior director of pharmaceutical
searches with their second. Their third child
Hamilton College, where Joe is dean of the
sciences with Pfizer Global R & D. He now is
(12) keeps them from feeling too old. Brian’s
faculty and vice president for academic
responsible for the management, planning, and biggest recent accomplishment is finishing
affairs. We love it here. After six years in
integration of Napo’s chemistry, manufacture,
his first Ironman distance triathlon in 12
Mississippi, it’s back to snow and cold, but
and controls and clinical development programs.
hours and 10 minutes, placing third out of
we’re enjoying the return to our Yankee roots.
18 in his age group. H e’ll try again when
Son George is a junior at Haverford College
he’s in the 50-or-older group.
and loves it.”
1981
LuA nn M cC lernan D uffus reports that
Lesley is busy entertaining college faculty
Scott Jones
the dust has started settling around the
and taking ceramics. She says that Susan
31 Emerson St., Belmont, M A 02478
Duffus household. “O ur number two child,
W h ite Supernavage and her family came for
scottjones@verizon.net
Jack, is off to college after a whirlwind
a visit in the fall. “Susan’s son, Peter (a high
Brian Spindler notes, “After 20 years in
senior year of lacrosse tournaments, plays,
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Eagle Scout projects, and a heavy social
calendar. Number one child, Kate ’07, is an
RA and EKO member in the midst of
senior I.S. (archaeology). My hubby, Keith,
and I hold down the fort with our youngest
children, first-grader Rick and preschooler
Rose. I’m a system engineer at AlcatelLucent Technologies and do tech support
for my husband’s remote computer backup
business, www.midwestdatacenter.com. We
head to Wooster when we can, to hear those
bagpipers and stock up on Woo apparel.”
A lan Gasser is the father of David
Albert W hitla Gasser, born on Dec. 2, 2005.
David joined sister Emma. “I continue to
work around Toronto as a choir director and
voice teacher,” Alan says, “with the Echo
Women’s Choir, at York University, the
Royal Conservatory of Music, and the
Common Thread Community Choir.” Alan
is also active in a Georgian music trio—the
Trio Kavkasia (kavkasia.com). Life’s “pretty
over busy.”

1982

25th Reunion

Barbara Brown
2151 Fairmount Ave., St. Paul, M N 55105
wishboneandbarb@hotmail.com

John P. Shafer
6208 Ridge Pond Rd., Apt. F, Centreville, VA
20121-4061, shaferjp@hotmail.com

Susan Lancaster Toner
11593 Westbury PL, Carmel, IN 46032
susan_toner@hotmail. com

“Hey, everyone, don’t forget about our
reunion. Linda Burgoon and I (Katie Blood
D uke) are co-chairs of our reunion fund-rais
ing committee. It’s traditional for the 25th
reunion class to make a significant gift to the
College. If you’ve ever thought about making a
gift or increasing your gift to Wooster, now’s
the time. We’re looking for 100 percent partic
ipation. You’ve probably received a letter and
pledge card. Please respond generously. And
we can’t wait to see you!”
Laura W in itsky C oker’s company,
Angry Amish Productions, was awarded
the Valley Theatre League’s A DA Award
for Best Actor in a Musical, for its produc
tion of Liberace... Backfrom Heaven with
Wayland Pickard. The company will
produce Mr. Pickard’s musical comedy,
Is This Any Way To Start a Marriage?, late
this spring in Los Angeles.

1983
David Martin
6874 Rosedale Ct., Mason, O H 45040
dkmboater@hotmail. com
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1984
Sue Steinkraus McDaniel
81 W. Church St., Fairport, N Y 14450
Mcdanielfive@aol.com

Lisa Young Page
690 Lanark Ln., Painesville, OH 44077
lypage@sbcglobal.net
For an update from the Ben LeVan family,

check out www.levanstudio.com.
Jane Paxton Hoffm an writes, “After
substitute and/or part-time teaching, I have a
full-time job teaching middle school math and
sixth grade language arts. It’s challenging, but I
love it (especially the math). My husband,
Gary, left the computer business almost two
years ago and started a painting company. H e’s
busy—more importantly, he’s happy. Our
daughter, Taylor, is in seventh grade (in my
homeroom). She’s doing well and is a lot of
fun.” Jane’s e-mail is jp.hoffman@sbcglobal.net.
J ill Stewart Roote notes, “I’m still in
Canada, eh, and love it. My husband passed
away in Jan. 2005. After a iot of careful think
ing and soul searching, I decided to stay. I’m a
single mom of three (17,13, and 10). We live
in a very small town, one stop light, nicely
situated along the shores of Lake Huron.
“After the death of my husband, I realized
the many advantages of living in a small town.
This was a huge phenomenon for me, having
grown up 20 minutes outside of New York
City. I have a large support system and a great
network of friends. I completed an M.B.A.
last October and work as a business consultant
assisting start-ups. I’d love to hear from Woo
folks, at jroote@sympatico.ca.”
Janet Schellhase D ia l says she doesn’t have
“much earthshaking news from California—
which is good, since I live near earthquake
country! My life is just like many of yours...
raising children, working full-time, and trying
to squeeze in vacations, time with my parents,
and family time.
“I continue fund-raising at the U of the
Pacific. We are in the final months of a $200
million capital campaign. I love the work and
the people. We made our goal and are well
into the $215 million mark. I’m active at my
children’s schools and was elected to my first
position ever, on our K-8 school’s School Site
Council. I also coach a half marathon training
group through our Fleet Feet store in Stockton and run a couple of marathons each year.
“Last year I had a great visit with Carol
Pearson Schadelbauer during the Marine
Corps Marathon in Washington, D.C. Carol
was gracious enough to let me stay with her
wonderful family.”
Tom Nelson sends, “a warm hello to my
friends at Woo. My ‘news’ is hardly scintillat
ing, but you asked. Returning to academia for

post-J.D. studies in 2002,1 graduated magna
cum laude in 2004 with an L.L.M. (Master of
Laws) in environmental law from the Vermont
Law School. Soon thereafter, I began working
for the Leelanau Conservancy in northern
Michigan.
“After nearly 20 years in law and policy,
including eight years in D.C., I’ve found my
calling—working to conserve fragile ecosystems
and scenic orchards and vineyards from
McMansions and strip malls...I five with two
black Labs in a humble log chalet near the tip
of the Leelanau Peninsula on Lake Michigan,
surrounded by 1,400 acres of forested, protected
dune-lands. I’m fortunate to be doing this. (Dr.
Cropp would be pleased to know that I regu
larly use my knowledge of glacial geology.)”
Tom has worked on a grassroots ballot
campaign for farmland preservation and
helped establish an “eco-village.” Still single,
he says he hasn’t “given up on the idea” of
marriage and children. “If any alums wander
over to northern Michigan’s burgeoning wine
country, look me up, at greensoul@hotmail.com.”
Ed Taylor reports, “We enjoy life in
Madison, Wis. My wife, Susie, and I have two
sons, Nicholas ( 9) and Henry (6). I’m the
director of marketing and communications for
Edgewood College, a liberal arts school. I’d
enjoy hearing from Wooster folks!”
“After 20 years in corporate America and
then a year off due to illness,” writes JefFYost,
“I decided to give back a litde. For two years
I’ve been the fund-raising director for the
Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank. I
went from well-to-do and miserable to broke
and happy. My second wife, Nina, and I five
in a big old Victorian money pit with four
kids, three dogs, and three cats...and plan on
having no more of any species whatsoever.”
J ill Currie Reeves says. “My twins,
Gordon and Joy (7), are now in first grade—
for the first time in seven years, I can focus on
me! I have a part-time marketing job and also
work for my husband’s environmental consult
ing company. I enjoy volunteering at school
and church. Yoga classes and running are part
of my saving grace. I love where I live. Even
though ‘life is fife’ and may not seem exciting,
compared to trekking the mountains of Nepal,
I have a sense of peace with where I am now.”
Barb Endel has joined a New York-based
think tank, Workforce Strategy Center, and
works virtually, from her home in Cincinnati.
“I consult nationally to help states integrate
workforce education with economic develop
ment goals. I’ve connected with Maribeth
Bender ’85 now that I’m back in Ohio, after
several years in Iowa City. I have a wonderful
Australian shepherd. I’d love to hear from
other Scotties at b.endel@insightbb.com.”

THE WEDDING OF HESTER BALDANZA ’03 AND DOUG BROWN ’02, JUNE 17, 2 0 0 6 .
R ,
Mike Oswald '03, Marilyn Garrette Wicker ’69, James Wicker Sr. ’72, Marjike Hartzler
'00, Jarrod Hartzler '97, Becky Haven '02, Ross Rolland '99, Rachel Renkes '02, David Lohr ’01 Norman
Hirschy ’00, Jessica Barker '04, Becky Wanless ’05, Marco Manmeat '06, Jeanne Breitmeyer Flowers
’04, Katie Marco ’06, Amy Baker, Kate Willaman, Matt Gullatta, ’03s, Tim Cline ’05, Jennifer Eklund Cline
’04, Jake Frank, Melanie Gertz Frank, ’05s; M
Bride, groom, Chad Lowe ’03; F
J Greq
Morrison ’96, Caitlin Wicker, Jim Wicker Jr. ’02, Molly Dulmage ’01, Lisa McMillan '05, Katie Ringer '03
Tom Gilbert ’73, Nikki Hall Lowe ’04, Deb Glaefke Gilbert ’78, Amy Grammatico ’06, Larry Baldanza ’78
L
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Dave Beckman has been in private dental
practice since 1989. His children are Marty
(16), Nicole (14), Julie (13), and Aaron (10).
Marty is a football player who’s considering
Woo, Nicole and Julie have been to Woo’s
summer sports camps. Dave says, “I’d love to
hear from Lizard Head (Gregg Barney ’83),
G-man (Mark Giuliano ’83), and the good
Drs., Vincent Nalbone ’85 and Kevin
Nahigian. I’ve kept in contact with a few
Fifth Section men and spent time with Greg
D onatelli, Dave Jones, Joe Neroni ’81, Stu
Sheard, Pete Moore, ’78s, and “Buh” Karpinski
77 at the annual Christmas party held by Jack
Weisensell ’81. An old photo album produced
a lot of laughter. Looking forward to seeing
everyone at the Fifth Section By Morris
Memorial Outing this summer. My new
e-mail is drbddsinc@sbcglobal.net.”
Dave U lfelder still lives in northeastern
Massachusetts and enjoys working as a guid
ance counselor (in his 10th year) in southern
New Hampshire. “Our kids (4 and 7) help
keep us young,” Dave writes. “A rabbit, horse,
dog, and six hens also keep us busy. I see Dave
and Vanessa H illia rd Genger most summers
and stay in touch with Keith Pendand. I’m
looking forward to visiting Woo for our 25th.”
M arrie Neumer writes that, after 19 years
as a college swim coach, she began a new
career in alumni affairs and development. “I
started in August as the director of develop

r o w

ment at the Johnson Museum of Art at
Cornell U. It is quite a switch from coaching,
but I love it. E-mail me at mn58@comell.edu.”
Peggy M cKee B arnhill still enjoys the
winter weather in Juneau, Alaska, a “lovely
small town.” She writes, “Midlife crisis has set
in, with the realization that now is the time to
do those things we’ve always wanted to do. I’ve
been having fun writing books for children
and looking for the elusive book contract.
Mike ’86 plays electric guitar and bagpipes in a
Celtic rock band. We sandwich these activities
between the chauffeur demands of indoor
soccer (Jamie, 10), Highland dance (Laura, 8),
piano lessons, and preschool (Johnny, 3). Woo
friends, be in touch, at bamhill@gci.net. If your
midlife crisis leads you to Alaska, look us up.”
Kristen Nicewander Carlson says their
five kids are in school full-time (grades 1-8).
“I’m doing the same things I’ve always done,
keeping our lives in order,” she says. “But now
I don’t have toddlers in tow. My parents
arrived from Ohio a few days after Christmas
and spent a wonderful week...Dave’s company,
eonBusiness, has developed into a venture
capital firm. One of its holdings, AUAboard
Toys.com, had interesting challenges, due to
all of the December snow, in delivering thou
sands of toys to good little girls and boys.
“I talked to J ill Chambers Mayer the other
day. Hopefully I’ll see her this summer when
we’re on the East Coast for a family reunion.”
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David Means has published yet another
story in The New Yorker (Dec. 4, 2006). And
his story collection, Assorted Fire Events, was
reissued in paperback by HarperCollins.

1985
Barry Eisenberg
beyesn@aol.com

Katie Hopper
15736 Buena Vista Dr., Rockville, M D 20855-2656
k8hop@aol.com

The most fascinating aspect of being class
secretary is learning how varied and unique
post-Wooster lives can be. For example, greet
ings from Down Under come from Drew
Klee. “I married Ruth Heldman ’87 in 1989.
We developed, then perfected, a travel addic
tion that took us on three year-long backpack
ing trips—beats working— from South
Africa, to Iran, to India, and in between.”
In 2001 the couple setded in Port Augusta,
Australia, north of Adelaide. Drew used his
public library background to land a job in a
local technical school’s library, while Ruth
found that her skill and experience as a mental
health social worker was needed in rural
Australia. “We have good fishing, camping,
and bushwhacking and a low-key lifestyle,”
reports Drew. “Our four-wheel-drive vehicle—
complete with bull bar, as kangaroos and emus
are a menace on the road— sits for days.
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>THE WEDDING OF DENISON
VON MAUR ’90 AND ANDREA DAVIS,
AUG. 5, 2 0 0 6

Kim Walker '92, Mike Callas ’91,
bride, groom, Mark Braunsdorf '93,
Kimberly Brickell '92, Alison Parsons '90
l
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Hilary Sayer Munson '93, Laura
Bagley Fisher '92, Jim Abbott '91, Nancy
Hamilton Abbott,
Jeanie Spohn O ’Brien, '92s
l

t o
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We walk or scoot around on bicycles.”
While they put up with the odd duststorm, insane summer heat, and droughts that
make water precious, Drew says, “The sky is
blue most days, and the horizon endless. At
night the Southern Cross glitters overhead,
along with coundess others. We have a small
cottage with a great garden and adopted a feral
cat. We re here for the foreseeable future.”
Write to them at mthanddrew@yahoo.com.
Legend has it that in the woods of western
New York dwells a large creature that the
locals describe as a cross between Jerry Garcia
and Paul Bunyan. But Wooster folks know
him as “Big Fred.” “After Wooster, someone
suggested forestry to me as a career,” says Fred
Safford. “Having no idea what it was about—I
walking in the woods?—I decided to give it a
try.” Fred graduated with a B.S. in forest
management from Paul Smiths College in the
Adirondacks. “First I worked in northern
Maine, cruising timber for Georgia-Pacific,
which had just purchased three million acres.
Often I would get flown by helicopter to eval
uate the company’s remote timber. After close
calls with some moose, I decided to move back
to western New York, where I was raised.”
Fred spent the next decade working for
sawmills that purchase timber from private
landowners. “This area has the most valuable,
high quality timber in the world—maple,
cherry, oak, and walnut.” In 2001 Fred started
a forestry consultant business, www.fsforestry.
com, in East Aurora (near Buffalo). “Instead of
looking out for the sawmill, I work for the
landowners...fighting for the litde guy,” he
explains. “I select trees to be harvested in an
environmentally friendly manner and arrange
sales to roughly 150 different companies.
Many woodlots around here have been cut in
drastic ways, so people are pleased when they
see that the ones I manage look nice after the
timber sale.” Fred is eager to connect with his
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Beta buds, at fredroz@adelphia.net.
Karen Sapio checks in: “After 15 years in
the Portland, Ore., area, my family and I
moved south. I was installed in May as the
pastor of Claremont (Calif.) Presbyterian
Church. We’re still adjusting to all of the
sunshine. Let us know if you’ll be in the L.A.
area—kcsapio@hotmail.com.”
In November Nancy Neagoy Rice was
honored with an award from the American
Water Works Association, a national trade
group, for her work in overseeing drinking
water in northeast Ohio. Nancy is section
manager of the EPA’s division of drinking and
ground waters in the Twinsburg office. She’s
worked for the EPA for 20 years.
From Katonah, N.Y., comes word from A1
Jacobsen. “I’m a broker associate at Ginnel
Real Estate in Bedford, where I’ve worked for
more than 20 years.” A1 is married to Cecilia,
and they have two daughters, Grace (7) and
Ava (1). “My wife is from Idaho, so we enjoy
our time visiting there, skiing, boarding, and
camping. We had a great holiday season and
celebrated Ava’s first birthday in Idaho.” A1
reports that he also has a lake property near his
New York home, where the family “spends a
lot of time boating, wakeboarding, and fish
ing.” He invites you to visit his myspace Web
site or e-mail him at ALJ4@msn.com.
Deanna Peden wrote in the last issue
about her musical career, training vocalists in
the vicinity of Houston. She adds, “I’ve been
working vocally and dramatically with Miss
South Dakota, Callee Bauman, on the talent
section of the Miss America competition, to
be held in January.” Deanna would love to
hear from you, deannapeden@yahoo.com!
Am y H olm an, aocean63@earthlink.net,
says about the mid-term elections, “I’m
happy that my vote counted for something
in New York and in the country, with a
Democratic governor and Congress.” Amy

continues to freelance as a literary consultant,
working with authors who want to be
published in magazines and with publishers
and authors to publicize forthcoming books. “I
also work with the Creative Capital Founda
tion, traveling the country to help artists with
their careers, and I continue to write...”
Amy moved last summer but remains in
south Brooklyn. Other than the sad death of
her old dog last fall, she is well. “I’m in touch
with Wooster friends but not often enough.”

1986
Jane Shipman Warner
791 Harbor Point, Lexington, K Y 40502
jswarner&insightbb. com

Margo Scruggs Seaman
320Jefferson Ave., Westfield, NJ 07090
margonova@comcast.com
T im Glaser updates us, “I retired as a com

mander in the U.S. Navy, after 20 years as an
aviator. During the 1990s, I was privileged to
fly the F-14 Tomcat as an aircraft carrier pilot.
Later in my career, I flew the F-5 Tiger II and
F/A-18 Hornet as an adversary pilot, simulat
ing enemy aerial combat tactics in training. I
also completed the Top Gun Adversary course.
In retirement I’ve been flying as a first officer
for Southwest Airlines. I five in Virginia
Beach with my wife, Genie, and our three
daughters. Reach me at gtglaser@cox.net.”
Each ’06 Alumni Weekend attendee
received a memory book, in which classmates
wrote about what they’ve been up to since
graduation. I’ll fill you in on a few people.
Leslie W in ter Gordon is mom to two
boys, Tyler (9), and Chase (7). She’s a certified
yoga teacher and Thai yoga practitioner and
volunteers at the children’s school.
V irginia Peng writes, “Since leaving
Wooster, I’ve gone into applied linguistics,
teaching English as a foreign language. My

background in music therapy helps me with
goals and objectives for classes. However, deal
ing with 35 students in a class for speaking has
been a challenge. I teach at Ritsumeikan
University in Shiga, Japan.”
Am y Johnson Schwendler shares this, “I
earned an M.Ed. at Kent State U and worked
for 11 years as a rehabilitation counselor at the
Stark County Board of Mental Retardation
and Developmental Disabilities. Since having
two boys (9 and 7), I’ve decided to stay at
home and assist in the family business.”

(Aladdin/Simon and Schuster), last Septem
ber. Two more books in the Eloise series came
out in January, and Lisa’s writing two more!
Angela K eller was appointed executive
director for Catholic Charities AIDS Services
in Albany, N.Y., last December. Angela is a
licensed social worker and was previous direc
tor of community-based services for Catholic
Charities in Albany and Rensselaer Counties.
She’s also worked in grant management for
the AIDS Council of Northeastern New York.

1987

Beth Kampmeier Palmer

20th Reunion

Lisa Diment Panepento
4130 Mallard Way, Wooster, OH 44691

LPanepento@wooster.edu
John Fernandez is the new president and
CEO of the Massachusetts Eye and Ear
Infirmary in Boston and president of the infir
mary’s foundation. He was with Brigham and
Womens Hospital for 14 years and served as
vice president of clinical service for the last
eight years. John says, “Thanks to the schools
and the wonderful people in those schools who
helped me develop as a student and a person.
I’m a proud graduate of Central High School
and the Philadelphia public schools, the U of
Pennsylvania’s Fels Institute of Government,
and Wooster.” John’s new e-mail is John_
Fernandez@MEEI.Harvard.edu. His postal
address is 243 Charles St., Boston, M A 02114.
Hey, Class of 1987,” says Ted Silverman,
“I recentiy purchased a home in San Francisco.
I’m gainfully employed in the IT department
of Autodesk Software, the company that
makes AutoCad, Revit (for civil engineering),
and Maya (that helps make movies like Lord of
the Rings). I also play tons of music. Drop me
a line if you’re ever in S.F. Crandalls, let me
know if you are out West. Check out my Web
site, www.WorldWideTed.com.”

1988
Deb Celinski
6890 Talbot Dr., Parma, O H 44129-5410
deb@celinski.net

Cathy Campbell Wright

1989
1980 Northwest B/vd., Columbus, OH 43212
(614) 985-2276, evkamp@hotmail. com
Julie G illm or H om e was appointed to the

community board of directors in Lincoln,
Nebr., as development director for Com
munity Health Charities. She’s the fourth
generation of her family to serve on the board.
Julie is also involved as a YMCA youth sports
volunteer, First Plymouth Congregational
Church teacher, and Girl Scout leader.

1990
Shireen Behzadi Hollingsworth
897 Bonnie Brae Ln., Bolingbrook, IL 60440-1130

Stephanie Zachary
3411 Brookdale Ave., Cleveland, O H 44134-2226

Daniel Radvansky
6200 Raleigh St., Apt. 414, Orlando, FL
32885-2207, wooster90@funiaz.com

Late last fall Dix & Eaton, a public rela
tions and investor relations firm, announced
the appointment of Kevin Poor as creative
director of the firm’s award-winning creative
group. Kevin provides counsel to the firm’s
clients and is helping to define and grow Dix
Sc Eaton’s service capabilities and Web pres
ence. H e’s also helping clients address tbe
ever-changing interactive environment.
In January Karen Stafford Balogh, Laura
McGraw Neill ’89, L ori W illiam s Gillm an,
Sue W oltm an Beavins, and Melissa W o lff
Beach went to Naples, Fla., to visit Kim
Strollo. “We had a wonderful time reliving
many Wooster memories!” says Kim.

40 Maplewood Dr., Athens, OH 45701

catcwright@yahoo.com
Pat Schmitz joined Scott, Scriven &
Wahoff LLP in Nov. 2006. Pat is a counsel to
the law firm, which represents school boards
throughout Ohio. He lives with his wife,
Liddy, and children, M att (8) and Megan (6),
in Lewis Center, Ohio. Drop him a line at
schmitzp@insight.rr.com
Lisa McFadden M cClatchy published her
first children’s book, Eloise and the Snowman

1991
Don Campbell
2316 20th St. NW,Apt. 1, Washington, DC
20009-1412, doakcampbell@gmail.com

Katie Jones McClelland
NEW! 1101 Cape Ct., Sykesvil/e, M D 21784
katievjones@aim.com
Rich M cC lelland and I (K atie) have

moved. See our new address above.

Jim A bbott writes, “Nancy Hamilton
Abbott ’92 and I got back to Wooster for the
2006 Homecoming. We met Jeanie Spohn
O ’Brien ’92 and Hilary Sayer Munson ’93. We
were amazed by Kauke and had a great time
tailgating in the stadium parking lot. We even
got to enjoy a last-second Scot victory! John
and Elizabeth Renner Click ’84 joined us with
their kids, Caroline (10) and Tucker (8). Jeanie
and Hilary spent the night at our house, joined
by David and Laura Bagley Fisher ’92.
“This was the first we’d seen Hilary in at
least six years...She and husband Brian live in
Bethesda, Md., with kids Riley (6), Alex (5),
and Samantha (1). Jeanie is married to Bill
and lives in Chicago with kids Jack and Grace.”
Two weeks later, the Abbotts saw Hilary
again, while in D.C. for a conference that Jim
was attending. “The Fishers, on the other
hand, we see on a weekly basis! They have two
kids, Tyler (9) and Megan (6), and live in
Bainbridge, Ohio. We also keep in close touch
with Kiran Bhat, Seton Wood, Pete Stratton,
M ark N orton, D arin James, and Pete Kostos.
Kiran is a pediatrician in Pittsburgh. He and
his wife, Sheela, have twins, Anand and Anita.
Seton and Kathy are elementary school
teachers living in Swampscott, Mass., with
daughters Emmaline and Erin. Pete and Patty
Stratton live in West Chester, Pa., with kids
Abigail, Rebecca, and Eric. Mark and
Stephanie live in Wooster. Darin and Lily live
in Piketon, Ohio, with son Byron, and Pete
and Liz Kostos and sons Grant and Cole just
moved to southern California. I can’t keep the
kids ages straight, but they’re all under 10!
“Nancy and I live in Cleveland Heights
with our son, Jimmy (9). Nancy sells stone and
tile for Stoneworks, and I’m in marketing with
KeyBank. I help coach Jimmy’s hockey and
baseball teams (with Nanc being the number
one fan). Get in touch atjsa_iv@yahoo.com.”
Last summer Linda M ille r Shively,
K in ta Sippy A lizzeo, Joanne M cA n lis, and
Elizabeth Barney Pultorak and Jennifer
O’Keefe Ruggles, ’92s, gathered at the log cabin
of Dot Verbrugge ’92 in the Uinta Mountains
outside of Salt Lake City (see photo, p. 42).
Besides reminiscing, sharing stories, and eating
healthy food (care of Dot), the X-treme vaca-"
tion included touring Temple Square, riding the
zipline at Olympic Park in Park City, mountain
biking, hiking, four-wheeling, target practice,
and reaching the top of a 30-foot climbing
wall—inside of Dot’s home!
Linda still cant get enough of traveling.
She and husband Jeff enjoy new puppy Jack.
Kinta is a taxi driver for adorable daugh
ters Sierra (7) and Maya (4). She and
husband Gary make a mean golfing pair on
the Meadville, Pa., circuit.
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Christopher Dore, Rebecca
Davis Gardner, Theresa Wilson,
Christina Bach, '94s,
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Joanne performed a major role in a play last
spring but won’t give up her day job in real
estate just yet. The play took so much time
away from her husband, Ed, son, William (5),
and daughter, Lydia (3).
Liz found time to chair a major charity
event in Pittsburgh, while taking care of Allie
(5) and Cassandra (3). She still schedules time
in the pottery studio.
Jenn works with Ohio manufacturers and
at the end of the day can’t help but smile when
she comes home to Paul ’93 and daughters
Alyssa (6) and Samantha (4).
D ot is a health insurance medical director
by day but has attained the rank of third in
the Utah Intermountain Cup mountain bike
series. Dot and her husband, Karl, are raising
two athletic boys, Joey (6) and Jonny (4), who
are learning karate. Dot was an extraordinary
host and the getaway a welcome retreat in her
slice of heaven!

1992

15th Reunion

Kathleen Quinn
241 Johns Hill Rd., Highland Heights, K Y 41076
KQuinn92 @alumnimail.e,wooster.edu
Lora Koenig H e lle r wrote, “I’m feeling

nostalgic. I’ve not been back to visit since
1993, but I hope to be there in June for our
15th reunion—wow!—with my family. My
kids are growing. Ezekiel (7) is in second
grade; Ossian (5) is in kindergarten, in a
wonderful neighborhood public school (NYC,
Upper West Side)...My husband, Ian, loves to
lead sing-a-longs in their classes.
“Last spring I had two books published in
the ‘Baby Fingers: Teaching Your Baby to
Sign’ series (Sterling). Baby Fingers is going
well. I still provide music therapy to clients at
their homes and in a hospital-based preschool.
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We spend summers in Warwick, N.Y. Last
summer I directed the Camp Shalom day
camp. I miss Wooster friends! Send an e-mail
to Lora@mybabyfingers.com or check out my
Web site, www.mybabyfmgers.com.”
Terrance Andrew M ille r, Schille@aol.com,
earned a master’s in library and information
science at Kent State U last year. He’s a subject
specialist at the Columbus (Ohio) Metropoli
tan Library.
Jefferson Beck lives in Bozeman, Mont.,
works in documentary, and attends Montana
State U ’s M.F.A. program in science and natu
ral history filmmaking. He’d love to hear from
friends from The Table and CC teammates.
Hans Johnson has been in Washington,
D.C., for 15 years. He says that he’s worked
with “civil-liberties groups, labor unions, and
foundations dedicated to democracy.” Hans
writes that his “proudest moments in politics
have been defeating a far-reaching anti-gay
ballot measure in my hometown (Kalamazoo,
Mich.) and stopping a Bush nominee to the
federal labor board who disparaged unions
and gay people.”
Hans has worked with several Wooster
alums. Five years ago, he says, he started a
project “to assist nonprofit organizations in
updating and using their lists to lobby and
encourage voting. It’s called the Democracy
Project and is now the largest, non-partisan,
civic-participation and technology program
serving social justice organizations.” Hans also
runs a business, Progressive Victory, that assists
organizations and candidates with data and
strategic planning. He serves on the board of
the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force and
the Ballot Initiative Strategy Center and is a
contributing editor for In These Times. Hans ■
notes that “a few Woosterites have followed up
after hearing me flapping my gums on Air

America Radio (watch out, Rush Limbaugh!).”
Hans’ current challenge is starting a schol
arship in memory of the College’s long-time
assistant treasurer, John Plummer ’64, who
passed away last June. The scholarship would
recognize any Wooster student, straight or gay,
who makes a significant contribution to creat
ing a welcoming campus environment for gay
people. Hans encourages all alums who’d like
to reconnect to get in touch with him, at
Progressive Victory, 1875 Connecticut Ave.
NW, Ste. 650, Washington, D.C. 20009 or
hansj@progressivevictory.com. Those inter
ested in the scholarship should contact the
development office at the College.
Hans concludes, “I love the extended
network of alums and faculty who carry with
them, all over the world, the life of the College
and the intertwined values of liberal learning
and human service.”

1993
Charlie Gall
1030 Larkin St., Apt. 12, San Francisco, CA 94109
charlesgall@hotmail.com

Kim Walter Remley
21 Woodbridge Road, North Andover, M A 08145
kimandstevel @comcast.net
Brooke W atts DelVecchio, husband

Jeffrey, and son Anthony welcomed a new
family member on Nov. 2,2006. Brooke
writes, “Benjamin Francis is doing great, and
Anthony (3) is slowly getting used to being a
big brother. We finished an addition to our
house, the better to expand our family! I’m
pursuing an M.S. in nursing education with
the U of Phoenix, online. I hope to start
teaching this fall. I’d love to hear from people,
at bhwtnl@hotmail.com.”
Peter Borup Jakobsen reports, “After close

to six years with GN Netcom (the makers of
Jabra) following the sale of my upstart
company to them in 2001,1 accepted a posi
tion with the Cisco Systems APAC team here
in Singapore, where I look after unified com
munications marketing and product groups
such as IP Phones and Call Manager. We’ve
purchased a house in Singapore, in a conven
ient location, with a lot of greenery, and close
to our church. Our three kids are growing up
well. If any C.O.W.’s come through, let me
know. I can be skype’d at pbj.sg or e-mailed at
peter.borup@gmaiI.com.”
Last fall Eugene D e Pasquale, who played
Scot baseball and football, was elected to the
Pennsylvania House of Representatives. Check
out his Web site, www.pahouse.com/depasquale/.
Eugene and his wife, Tracey, live in York, Pa.,
with their children, Benjamin and Sarah.
E liza Culbertson, eculbertson@lycos.com,
happily announces, “On Oct. 7, 2006, my
husband, Arryn Milne, and I welcomed twin
baby boys, Asher and Fynn. At just over the
three-month mark, they are a joy to behold,
with smiles, giggles, and new skills each day.
It’s hard to imagine life without them!”

1994
Sara Kerewich-Tay/or
60 Bayside Ave., Oyster Bay, N Y 11771
Sktaylor@optonline. net

Jessica Amburgey-Ryan
32443 Briarwood Dr., North Ridgeville, O H 44039
Ryanjs@hotmail.com

Stephen S. Nichols
341 Stevens Ave., Wooster, OH 44691
Nichols_145@yahoo. com
Christine Farrell, christine.farrell@verizon.

medical school! It’s exciting to follow through
on a dream. My wife, Christine Kodric
Nielsen ’93, and I welcomed son Samuel on
Jan. 9, making us a family of five. Daughter
Lauren (6) goes to Wooster Montessori and
son Matthew (3) attends the College pre
school. We are truly blessed and glad to be a
part of the Wooster community.”
T im Ludwig says he’s “dedicated full-time
to a new Web site that my wife, Noelle, and I
started for parents, called Parentography
(www.parentography.com). It’s a free ohline
community for parents who seek tools, advice,
and ideas about family-friendly excursions
across town or across the country.” The
Ludwigs have a daughter, Ella (2). Tim has
stayed in touch with O liver Preuss and Susan
Atkins but would love to hear from other
friends, at tim@parentography.com.
Lisa Hannan says that she and her
husband, Antonio Mora, welcomed their first
child, Elena Kathryn Mora, on Oct. 21, 2006.
“She’s amazing and we’re thrilled.” Lisa works
as an employment law attorney in New Jersey,
and her husband is the executive chef of a
restaurant in Long Branch. They live in
Cranford. Reach Lisa at lmhl073@aol.com.
Chuck Celebrezze moved to Columbus,
Ohio, from Florida’s sunny climes. He’s a sales
manager at CambistFX, a foreign currency
trading firm. He’d love to hear from folks in
the area at ccelebrezze@yahoo.com.
I (Brad) received word from Sarah Fuller,
who has the most amazing stories. She’s been
in Cairo, Egypt, for two years with AM IDEAST, a scholarly exchange program operat
ing in and between countries in the Middle
East. She spent quite a bit of time shuttling
back and forth from Egypt and Oman and
made excursions to Agra and Delhi, India,
Morocco, Kuwait, and the United Arab
Emirates. (I’ll bet her feet are tired.) She’ll
return to the U.S. upon acceptance to an inter
national education doctoral program. Reach
Sarah by e-mail at sgfiiller543@gmail.com.
Keep that mail coming, folks! Just because
we’re older, doesn’t mean we’re less interesting!

net, has lived in the D.C. area for 12 years.
She writes, “My latest accomplishment was
training (for six months) and running in the
Marine Corps Marathon in Oct. 2006.
Thanks to those who contributed to my fund
raising for the W hitman Walker Clinic and
who supported my training!”
P hil Jones, pjones71@gmail.com, lives in
Charlestown, Mass., and is pursuing a master’s
at Lesley U. He reports a summer ’06 gather
ing at his home on Cape Cod. Among many
Woo attendees were Boston-area residents
Dave and Kim Reid Laster and Darwin
Keith-Lucas, ’96s, and Ray Karkman and
Kevin Hunt, ’97s.

Emilie McLarnan

1995

NEW! 826 Orchard Ave., Moscow, ID 83843
emmdarnan @yahoo. com
. Dawn W alker reports that she earned an

Bradley “Brad”Dixon
8269 Mellon Dr., Cincinnati, OH 45242
ppageno@aol.com
Paul Nielsen says, “Hello! I finished

1996
Michelle Perrigo
1432 Cherokee St., Kalamazoo, M I 49006
meesch @stratos. net

M.B.A. and relocated to Cincinnati to work
for Procter & Gamble. Drop her a line at
d_abena3@hotmail.com.
Jesmon Idriss, jidriss@hotmail.com,

Woosier

is

Everywhere
Anne J o lliff ’57 and H eid i Buffington
’00 had the rare opportunity to meet last
April at the inauguration of Baylor Univer
sity’s 13th president in Waco, Texas. Jolliff
represented The College of Wooster and
Buffington, her employer, St. Louis
University-Madrid Campus.
“During the weekend, we got to know
each other and chat about our days at
Wooster,” Buffington said. “Despite the age
difference, there was truly a Wooster bond,
and we hit it off! It was great to get dressed
in our caps and gowns again.”

Anne Jolliff '57 & Heidi Buffington '00

In a different twist, three (count them!)
Wooster folks lead the Association for
Library Collections and Technical Services,
a division of the American Library Asso
ciation. Trisha Davis ’70 chairs the ALCTS
acquisitions section, M argo W arner C url
(technical services librarian at the College)
serves on the organization’s international
relations committee, and Bruce Johnson ’75
is the president of ALCTS.
moved to Dublin, Ireland, to work at Oracle
in EMEA recruitment. Jesmon would love to
hear from other Wooster folks in the area.
I (E m ilie) have moved from Ohio to
Idaho! In January I began work as an oncampus sexual assault and domestic violence
advocate at the U of Idaho. This is part of a
federal grant to end violence against women
on campus and is in conjunction with the local
anti-violence agency/women’s shelter, with
whom I co-facilitate a support group. If there
are any other Wooster folk on the Palouse or
in the region, I’d love to connect!
Liya A k lilu sends, “Greetings from
Kenya! I’m ashamed that this is my first
update since I graduated. While not
communicating steadily with the Alumni
Office, I’m in regular contact with
Scherezade Pocha, Kate Sabin, Salman
Saeed, and Becky Bryant. W e’ve managed

to see each other at least once a year and
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C lassN otes
THE WEDDING OF CLINTON NICELY ’05 &
IRINA CHERNICHENKO ’ 06, MAY 27, 2 0 0 6
,
Tim Fusco, Sue Kinney Fusco, '74s,
Bill Henley '73, Tatianna Pavlova (Russian lang. asst.)
Sam Almy '04, Chris Nicely '74, Mike Gould Sr. '80,
Matt Gould '07, Michael McGrath '04,
Todd Koenig '06, Kevin Wolfe, Mike Gould, '05s
Rob Harrington (swim coach), Scott
Whitbeck (asst, swim coach), Denise Koessler '08,
Zach Carter '05, Lois Ribich '06, Olga Voronkova '08,
Irina Pavlova ’06, bride, groom, Shanda Franck Nicely
'74, Patricia Gould '84, Joy Iroff-Reinoehl '06, Tammie
Franck '71, Marissa Bambrey Wolfe, Adrienne
Brayman, Katie Henley, Ann Marie Bliley, ’05s
l
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r o w
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make good use of e-mail and the phone. I’ve
been in Kenya for 16 months. I work with
World Vision International as an Orphans
and Vulnerable Children and HIV/AIDS
Regional Monitoring and Evaluation
Advisor for a project in Somalia, Uganda,
and the Democratic Republic of Congo. It
can be challenging and overwhelming, but
it’s fun overall. It takes me to places I’d
never go on my own.
“Being in Kenya also enables me to see
Priya Satow quite often (see photo, p. 54).
She’s lived in Tanzania for over three years,
and we’ve done a decent job of sampling
restaurants in Nairobi and Dar-es-Salaam.
I’ve not had the chance to see Scherezade,
Kate, Salman, or Becky since I moved to
Kenya. Mugure M buru ’95 is back in
Nairobi, and I see her once in a while. I’d be
happy to hear from other friends at
laklilu@yahoo. com.”

1997

10th Reunion

Suzanne M. Fletcher
11930 Newton St., Westminster, CO 80031-5013
siouxfletch@yahoo.com
E rik Sosa’s blog about parenthood appears

at www.chicagopride.com/apps/blog/blog.cfm?
blog=179. “Visit my site,” Erik says, “at www.
erikRsosa.com, where my 2007 calendar is
posted. Most importandy, ‘Extreme Makeover,
Home Edition Chicago,’ will be showcasing
an original Sosa in the living room of the
Noyola family home.”
M egan Lee Doney, mld415@hotmail.com,
moved to Blacksburg, Va., where her husband
has a faculty position in the biology depart
ment at Virginia Tech. She writes, “I’m work
ing on an M.F.A. in creative writing at Lesley
U and teaching and tutoring part-time at New
River Community College and Virginia Tech.
It’s a big adjustment, coming from Vermont.
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I’m looking forward to Alumni Weekend.
E-mail me!”
Am anda Kay Lattavo sends, “Greetings
from snowy Ohio to all VD ’97 and the rest
of my BUEC majors. Still in Canton, I’m
living the single life and loving it. I’ve added
some spice by teaching accounting in the
evenings at Stark State U. I’d love to hear
from folks, at mandyktavo@aim.com.”

1998
Terrence Heubert
618 F St. NE, #9, Washington, D C 20002-5250

Sally Thelen
woosterclassofl998@yahoo. com

Babies, babies, everywhere! We’ve
received lots of happy news from sleepdeprived new parents who have recently
welcomed additions to their families. Your
class secretaries, Sally and Terry, would like
to congratulate all of you. We’ll even offer to
babysit so you can get some sleep, if you
agree to pay us in tequila!
H elen Flew elling Poitevin and
Gretchen Flew elling Cunningham each
gave birth in October. Helen welcomed a
baby boy, Benoit Philip, on Oct. 18 in
France. Gretchen had a girl, Gemma
Winifred, on Oct. 27 in Spokane, Wash.
The cousins are doing well, and the mothers
found it interesting to compare notes on
how pregnancy and childbirth are treated
differently in the different countries.
Katie Ziegler-Graham , katie_ziegler@
yahoo.com, was able to stay awake long
enough to give us an update on her baby,
Lucille Adele Graham, born on Dec. 15. Katie
and husband Tom live in Northfield, Minn.
Katie teaches statistics at St. Olaf College.
N ate Leggett, njleggett@yahoo.com, and
wife Julie welcomed their second child in
September, on their fourth wedding

anniversary. Nathan Lewis II joins his
brother, James (2), at their home in Dover,
Ohio. Nate manages the environmental
permitting department in the largest surface
coal mining company in Ohio. The
company supplies coal to the College.
Bob Beyer, bobbeyer@lec.edu, and wife
Karen greeted their first child, Jake Robert,
on Nov. 10. The family lives in Parma
Heights, Ohio. Bob is director of commu
nity living at Lake Erie College.
“Charlie” William Hubbard was born to
Em ily D unford, edunford@yahoo.com, and
Bill Hubbard ’97 on Oct. 28. Emily left her
job as a third grade teacher to be a stay-athome mom. Sarah Diggin Dunford ’99, who’s
married to Emily’s brother, is a proud aunt.
M atthew Scott,

matthewscott@comcast.net, and partner
Michael report that they recently become
uncles. They look forward to spoiling their
nephew and feeding him lots of candy. M att
is starting a campaign to enlist ’98ers as
“friends” on myspace. Find M att at www.
myspace.com/mattrestine.
A llison W atkins Foye, tigfoye@earthlink.net, is a first-time respondent to our emails—we knew the guilt would yield results
someday! Allison married Charles Foye in
Sept. 2002. They live in Burton, Ohio, with
son Gavin Charles, born on Oct. 12, 2006,
and a “gigantic” cat named Tigger. Allison
has worked at Bank of America for over six
years.
We also received news from alumni with
new jobs. A ngie Lombardo began a posi
tion with Accenture’s recruiting team.
Angie, who is in Denver, also recently
bought a condo. Last year she completed
Ironman Florida, which she claims was
amazing—we’re tired just thinking about all
that exercise! Find Angie at angielombardo
@hotmail.com.

Brooke Abernethy Braun now is the
director of communications for the College
of Humanities and Social Sciences at
George Mason U in Fairfax, Va. Brooke is
looking to pursue a graduate degree next
year and is taking suggestions for programs
of study, at brookeabraun@gmail.com.
Josh Baird also has been busy. After he and
Laura Fitt were married in Akron last May,
they moved to Covington, La. Josh works with
several churches which host volunteers who
come to help in hurricane recovery. Laura is
the pastor at Grace Disciples of Christ
Church. Josh reports on the devastation of the
area and says, “The recovery will take years.”
If anyone wants to help out, e-mail him at
joshbaird@hotmail.com. H e’ll put you to work!
Regretfully, we report that M ichele
Hayward’s dad was diagnosed with
esophageal cancer last year and died on
Christmas Eve. Michele lives in Nashville
but transferred to the Akron/Canton area
temporarily to be closer to her family. Reach
her at kenzie48@juno.com. Michele hung
out with Jeff ’95 and Allison W u ’97 Gingo
while in Ohio.
Rachel Brown Batchelder, rqbatch@
hotmail.com, reports that she and husband
Aaron live in Marysville, Ohio. Rachel
attends M t. Carmel College of Nursing.
She’s having a great time getting back into
the books.
Check out the ’98 wedding photo, p. 42.
Now news about us! Terry, terryheubert@
yahoo.com, recently vacationed in Costa
Rica. Now that he’s back, he’s trying to
navigate the crazy waters of the D.C.
government in his new role as an advisory
neighborhood commissioner. Anyone plan
ning to run for this office should contact
him first for advice. In compliance with our
class president’s request, you can find Terry
at www.myspace.com/
terryheubert.
Terry will also soon welcome a new addi
tion. H e’s adopting Sally’s cat, Kitty
McPurrpants, as Sally is leaving the country
to teach English at Konan University in
Kobe City, Japan. Sally, slthelen@gmail.com,
completed a master’s at the U of Buffalo and
is looking forward to returning to Japan.
She proudly says that she remembers how to
order beer in Japanese! She welcomes
alumni who happen to be in Japan to drop
by for a few pints.

1999
Deborah Krudwig Gutowski
1111 Churchill Rd., Lyndhurst, O H 44124
Wooster1999@aol. com

A nna M arie Navis writes, “I finished a
second M.A. from Biola U ’s Talbot School
ofTheology in La Mirada, Calif. My first
master’s was in the philosophy of religion
and ethics, and this one is in spiritual
formation. After five and a half years in
California, I’m moving to the Chicago
suburbs to take a job doing project coordi
nation for a small business. I can be reached
at anavis@gmail.com.”
C h ristin a K arin Tram o n tin reports,
“M y husband and I were in Cleveland
early in September for the wedding of
K atharyne Starinsky M arcus. We had the
opportunity to visit Wooster briefly. I was
so proud to show my husband what I’d
talked about for years... and a big ‘Wow!’
to the Kauke renovation. O ur lives have
taken us to Hawaii (the Big Island), where
we live with our son, Max (2). Hang
loose— life is good!”
Jon ’00 and Kate B arr Vanderplough
welcomed their first baby girl, Ava Kathryn,
last May. Ava will join Jordan Zimmerman
(“J.Z.”) and Tommy Hansen (Tommy “John
Travolta”) in the Class of 2028.
H eather Reynolds Powell sent an update
on MySpace—a first for our class! She
writes, “I recently finished an M.Ed. at the
U of Cincinnati and love being an assistant
principal at Clermont Northeastern High
School. It was hard to leave the classroom,
but I enjoy the different responsibilities. I t’s
amazing that we have been out of school for
so long. I help high school kids (born in
1990!) get into college.”
A n n -M a ria Baas is looking to connect
with long-lost classmates and sends this
update. “I live in Lexington, Ky., and am
applying to physician’s assistant training.
I’m also involved with the Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society’s team in training,
participating in the Philadelphia Triathlon
at the end of June. I’ll compete in honor of
my father, who was diagnosed with nonHodgkin’s lymphoma last spring. If anyone
is interested in team in training, the LLS,
or supporting my race, check out www.
active.com/donate/tntky/tntkyABaas.”
Missing Ann-Maria? Drop her a line at
ambaas@yahoo.com.
I (D ebbie) reconnected with Josh and
Colleen D un n H alpern at an EKO alum
nae event in December. Colleen enjoys
being a mom to toddler Robbie. They were
preparing to move, so he’ll have more room
to explore.
Check pp. 44 and 48 for photos o f ’99s.
W ith whom have you reconnected?
W hich ’99s do you miss? Let us know!

2000
Maura Finn
1035 Washington Ave., Apt. 2J, Brooklyn, N Y
11225, maurafinnl2@hotmail.com
Adam and Am anda Newman Pushkas

welcomed son Oliver Kohl last April. They
still live in Budapest, Hungary, and recently
started a property consulting business.
Reach the family at apuskas@mac.com.
H eather Stauffer Saspe writes, “After
graduation I spent the summer in Japan and
then moved to Tucson. I taught 10th and
11th grade English and ESL for a year in
Rio Rico. On career day at the high school
I met Ricardo, now my husband, who’s a
Sergeant First Class in the Army. We were
married in 2001. In 2005 I earned a master’s
in public administration.
We moved to Abilene, Kans., near Fort
Riley, where Ricardo is stationed. I work
on base for Picerne Military Housing, which
oversees housing privatization. Ricardo is
deployed for his second tour in Iraq and
will hopefully be home in October. I’d love
to hear from anyone, at heathersaspe@
hotmail.com.”
A ndrew W estbury went to Kathmandu
with the UN, to assist in tiger conservation
along Nepal’s lowland border with India.
My work is in partial completion of an
M.A. in international development at
Brandeis U. I’ll be back in the U.S. in
February and will head to Boston to finish
work at Brandeis. I’d be happy to hear from
anyone from Wooster (particularly people in
the Boston area) at westbury@brandeis.edu.”
Joseph Myers Jr. earned a master’s
degree from Xavier U and works in
Cincinnati for Don Schumacher and
Associates.

2001
Joy Bishop Love
P.O. Box 566, Westfield Center, OH 44251
joybishop22 @hotmail. com
M o lly Baker-H ubbard and husband

Michael live in Wooster with children Maya
Lily (6) and London Elizabeth (7 mos.).
Reach Molly at molly_michele@yahoo.com.
Last August Zeta Phi Gammas Shannon
Boylan Crepeau ’02, M elissa G oodwin, and
Lisa Perkins visited Jefly H ill, Melina, and
Clay in New York City.
Karen M akar earned a master’s in school
counseling from George Washington U and
works for the Arlington (Va.) Schools.
In October Stacey L im was one of nine
people with a hearing loss to receive a 2006
Oticon Focus on People Award. The
national competition recognizes individuals
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who are breaking down stereotypes.
According to a press release, Stacey, who
spent a year in Germany as a Fulbright
scholar, earned an Aud.D. at Akron U and is
working on a Ph.D. at Kent State U.
See Jess M a ie r’s wedding photo, p. 47.

2002

5th Reunion

Maren L. Miller
326 Piney Creek Dr., Black/ick, O H 43004
marenlmiller@netscape.net
Justin W hitmire ’04 and Jessica R itchie

were married on June 5, 2004, and live in
the Lexington, Ky., area. Justin works at
American Specialty Cars, and Jessica is a
stay-at-home mom to their son, Will, born
on Sept. 1, 2006. They’d love to hear from
alums in the area, at jjwhitmire@
adelphia.net.
See ’02s pictured on pp. 38 and 51.

2003
Hannah Russell
10 St. Charles PL, Brooklyn N Y 11215-4109
hwr203@nyu.edu

Kendra Heffe/bower
3 1 2 7 11th St. NW, Washington, D C 20010
kheffelbower@yahoo. com

Marta Zaborowski Ukropina
NEW! 2806 Highcrest Dr., Grapevine, TX 76051
mzabu2 @gmail. com
Kevin Bischof married Erica Chabot in

September in Cincinnati. The couple
honeymooned in Jamaica and at Walt
Disney World. Kevin is Web project
manager at Xavier U, and Erica, a U of
Cincinnati graduate, is a graphic designer at
Libby Perszyk Kathman. They reside in
Cincinnati. Reach them at bischof.family
+woo@gm ail.com.
B rian Sites and his wife, Hanneke
Hoekman-Sites ’04, are in grad school at
Florida State U, according to Rick Sites ’70.
Brian is a third-year law student, and
Hanneke is working toward a Ph.D. in
anthropology. Each semester, FSU nomi
nates one law student to be an intern with a
Florida State Supreme Court justice. Brian
was selected last semester to work for Justice
Kenneth Bell. Brian also has an article
accepted for publication in the law journal
Jurimetrics, related to a Google scanning
project.
A research poster showing the results of
Hanneke’s 2005-06 trip to Hungary was
awarded “special recognition for excellence”
in September by the Archaeological Sciences
of the Americas. Hanneke’s work continues
her Wooster research. E-mail Brian at
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briansites@comcast.net, Hanneke at
hah04@fsu.edu.
My (M a rta ’s) husband, David, and I
graduated with M.Div. degrees from Austin
Presbyterian Theological Seminary last May.
I began work as the associate pastor at
Trinity Presbyterian Church in Flower
Mound, Tex., in October. I was ordained as
a minister of the word and sacrament in the
Presbyterian Church USA on Jan. 7. In true
Wooster form, I had a bagpiper at the serv
ice! M y husband also serves a congregation
in the Dallas/Ft. W orth area. Note our new
address!
C aroline Eaton lives in Alexandria, Va.,
and teaches fourth grade at St. Stephen’s
and St. Agnes School. She also teaches
piano.
Rich Poole graduated with an M.Div.
from San Francisco Presbyterian Theological
Seminary last May. Becky Richmond Poole
’04 earned a degree in history from
Dominican U. The Pooles live in Granby,
Colo., where Rich works as a chaplain at a
YMCA camp.
Jeff B inder is in his second year at
McCormick Theological Seminary in
Chicago, which he says has been a wonder
ful experience, especially with the shared
ministry of Mike Fry ’01, Julie G ruber, and
Jesse Larson ’99. Jeff serves as youth minis
ter for LaSalle Street Church in Chicago.
Turn to p. 40 for an ’03 wedding photo.

2004
Sarah Siebert
7632 Clark St., Olmsted Falls, OH 44138
sarahksiebert@yahoo.com
Kirsten “C ountry” Lucas is married to

Brad Eckerman and works for the Ohio
Institute of Orthopedic Surgery in Lima,
Ohio. Reach her at kirlul8@aol.com.
Theodore K irby M ilto n Thw ing,

theokmt@gmail.com, has moved from
Pennsylvania to New Jersey. “I’d be inter
ested in meeting up with alumni in the tri
state area,” he says.
M ary C otton is studying speech pathol
ogy at Case Western Reserve U.
Rachel G lickel and her husband, Carson
Bennett ’03, send a big hello from The
Gambia, West Africa! “We left for our Peace
Corps service here in July 2006 and are
enjoying ourselves. We live in a fairly large
village with a host family. We’re learning
Mandinka, one of the many the local
languages. Carson teaches high school math
and science. H e often works a 10-hour day
and is helping to set up a computer lab. I
work with a local N G O that empowers

women and children, with a girls club at the
middle school, and at our local nursery
school. W e’re excited to share this difficult
yet fulfilling experience. If you’d like to read
more, check out our blog, at www.rachelandcarson.blogspot.com.
“We send our best to the other Wooster
graduates serving as Peace Corps volunteers,
including Andrea Danielson ’05, who lives
only 35K up the road! Small world, eh?”
Khaled H aj-H ussein says, “The C.O.W.
Web site still gets the weekly visit and
brings back memories each time. I’m in
Nancy, France, studying to be an architect.
So far, so good! I really enjoyed traveling
quite a bit last year (Holland, Luxembourg,
Norway).”
“Hey, fellow members of the human race!
Fellow travelers of time and space!” from
Jesse M enefee. “I t’s good to know you’re
still out there. I’m pursuing a Ph.D. in
Russian literature at Princeton U.”
M arc Patterson is wrapping up his
second year of law school at his third school
(probably a record). He first entered Tulane
0 in New Orleans, but one week into the
semester, Hurricane Katrina hit. Marc evac
uated to Texas for a week. After calling 15
different schools, he was admitted at the U
of Wisconsin-Madison for a semester. He
returned to New Orleans in Jan. 2006, split
ting the next semester and summer between
school and the French Quarter. Now Marc’s
enrolled at American U ’s law school and
working in Washington, D.C. Weather
permitting, he says he hopes to stay put.
Spencer W yatt attends the Rochester
Institute of Technology, pursuing an M.F.A.
in industrial design. Spencer says, “I plan to
design the shoes of tomorrow, maybe even
start a line of exclusive, personalized
footwear.”
Christabel D adzie got together with
Anant Padmanabhan ’99 at the 60th
anniversary of the School of International
and Public Affairs (SIPA) at Columbia U.
Anant is a SIPA graduate and Christabel is
now at SIPA.
E m ily Task works for an international
labor rights organization, Verite, at its U.S.
headquarters in Amherst, Mass., and lives in
Northampton. “I do development work,” she
says, “and also get to go to domestic facto
ries and interview workers to determine if
there are any labor violations.”
“W hen I was an art major at Wooster,”
W h itn ey Jackson writes, “I never imagined
that I’d be in the restaurant business. Yet
here I am in Columbus, managing two
family-owned restaurants in Grandview—
Figlio wood-fired pizza, and Vino Vino

wine bistro and restaurant—and loving every
minute. Great atmosphere, people, and food.
Check it out, www.figliopizza.com. If you’re
in Columbus, stop by!”
See a wedding photo of two ’04s, p.39.

2005

Brannegan, a daughter, Mallory Karen,
May 23, 2006
’94 To Eleanor Ryman, a daughter,
Sienna Jean, Sept. 20, 2006, joining sister,
Kate (3)
’89 To Zainab & Shoaib Z aid i, Zaen
Zaidi, Dec. 17, 2006

Elizabeth Peebles
7914 Central Park Cir., Alexandria, VA 22309
egpeebles@aol.com
M elanie G ertz married Jacob Frank.

They reside at 9401 Trivue Circle, Apt. B,
in Twinsburg, Ohio.
Lindsey T h u e ll, lthuell@gmail.com,
works for Fairmont Hotels in Scottsdale,
Ariz., the home of the OSU Buckeyes when
they come to bowl games. Lindsey also is an
executive assistant for the hotel’s golf opera
tions. “If you’re heading out this way and
need a place to stay, I have some extra space!
E-mail me.”
According to the Charleston Daily
Mail, L a ra T e llis rejoined the Charleston
(W.Va.) Stage Company. She worked with
the group as a child, attending arts camps
and acting in productions such as Rent and
Chicago. Last October she took the lead
role in William Shakespeare’s All's Well

That Ends Well.

2006
Margaux Day
1301 Woodshire SE, Grand Rapids, M I 49506
margaux.day@gmail.com
Irin a Chernichenko married Clint

Nicely ’05 last May. Attendees included:
Clint’s parents, Christopher L. and Shanda
Franck Nicely, ’74s; Susan Kinney Fusco ’74,
who made the wedding dress; and C lint’s
aunt, Tammie J. Franck ’71. C lint’s late
grandfather, Robert Wilson Franck, was a
College Trustee.

Births & Adoptions
’03 To Daniel & Kristen Dershak
Buccier, a son, Caden Kenneth, Aug. 15,

2005
’01 To James ’99 & T a ra Phelps Cubie, a
daughter, Paulina Grace, Mar. 27, 2006
’00 To Lance & Lindsay Gross
W ilkinson, a daughter, Lilia Renninger, Jan.
12, 2007, joining brother Andre (10) and
sister Harper Rae (2)
’99 To C allie Blanch Baylor, a daughter,
Genevieve Louise Baylor, Aug. 12, 2006
’95 To E m ily L . Stowe-Evans, a daugh
ter, Sophia Stowe Evans, July 21, 2006
’94 To Dave & E llen Russell

Marriages

Carnegie Hall. H e was an accomplished
clarinetist and a gifted painter and expressed
his love of nature in extensive landscape
gardening. A connoisseur of fine wine,
David was a founding member of the
Commanderie de Bordeaux, Cleveland chap
ter. His family notes that David’s unfailing
kindness and matchless intellect touched
many. Suzanne, David’s father, Waldemar R.
Agricola ’33, and a son survive.

C orrine Brush ’05 & Stephen Gosling,

Aug. 26, 2006
M arkS tan sb ery’81 &Yoshie Furuhashi,

May 4, 2005
Stephanie C upler ’70 & William Scott

Yonce, Oct. 22, 2006

W e’ve Moved
’03 Jennifer A nne Rodda, to 5468
Bermuda Bay Dr., Apt. 2A, Columbus, O H
43235
’01 B ridget M roczkowski, to 621 South
Broadway #503, Los Angeles, CA 90014

In Memoriam: Alumni
’74 C hristine M urphey Poloni, Etters,
Pa., Aug. 5, 2006. She earned departmental
honors in sociology at Wooster and served
as an RA in Compton Hall. Chris earned a
master’s from the U of Chicago School of
Social Service Administration (1981) and
became a licensed social worker. She served
as a counselor for the Harrisburg Academy
middle and upper schools. In the late 1990s
Chris worked at the Children’s Home of
York, Pa. She was an accomplished guitarist.
Surviving are her husband of 17 years, Louis
Poloni, a son, and a sister, Diane Murphey
Land ’76. Christine’s parents, William ’51
and Janet Johnson Murphey ’48, died in
Oct. 2006 (see below) and Jan. 2007, respec
tively.

’68 D avid V. A gricola, Lakewood, Ohio,
May 21, 2006, as a result of a March 2006
skiing accident. A t the College David grad
uated Phi Beta Kappa with honors in chem
istry, his major, and belonged to First
Section. He earned an M.D. from Case
Western Reserve U in 1972 and did a resi
dency in anesthesia at University Hospitals
of Cleveland, Ohio.
David married Suzanne M. Skaryd ’71 in
1971. He was on staff at Lakewood
Hospital for more than 20 years and then
practiced anesthesia at The Surgery Center
in Middleburg Heights. David sang tenor in
the Cleveland Orchestra Chorus for over 15
years, performing with the group in

67 George R . M cCaulley, Abington, Pa.,
Apr. 19, 2006. George majored in economics
and belonged to Third Section and the Com
mittee on Social Advancement at Wooster.
He earned a master’s in psychology at John F.
Kennedy U in 1987 and practiced in Berkeley,
Calif. His wife, Regina, died previously. A
son, two daughters, seven grandchildren, and
eight great-grandchildren survive.
’65 B arry D . Barnes, Ft. Myers, Fla.,
formerly of Greenville, Ohio, Dec. 6, 2004.
Barry majored in economics and joined
Procter & Gamble Co. as an accountant. He
spent his career there, retiring as director of
international compensation. Barry served as
treasurer for the M t. Healthy, Ohio, chapter
of the Izaak Walton League and on the
board of Big Brothers, Big Sisters. He and
his wife, Lena, moved to Florida in retire
ment. Lena survives.
x’60 Lawrence “L ar” L . Hofhem , Lan
caster, Ohio, Oct. 18, 2006. Lar graduated
from Ohio State U with degrees in social
welfare and journalism and served in the Ohio
National Guard. An authority on American
Indian artifacts, Lar penned over 35 books
and 700 articles for national and special inter
est magazines and was a long-time contribut
ing editor to The Antiques Journal. His wife,
Sue, three brothers, including Arden x’63, and
nieces and nephews survive. Two siblings died
previously.
58 Robert L . B rin kert, Grand Haven,
Mich., Oct. 19, 2006. Bob participated in
T H E Corporation, tennis, and Fifth
Section. He met Donzy A. Loomis ’58 at
Wooster, and they married in 1959. Bob
earned a master s in counseling from the
U of Michigan (1961) and went back to his
alma mater, Grand Haven High School, as
a guidance counselor and government and
economics teacher. He worked there for 33
years. Bob was active in the Republican
Party, Kiwanis, and First Presbyterian
Church of Grand Haven, where he served as
an elder. He enjoyed golf, tennis, traveling,
bridge, photography, and Michigan sports.
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Donzy, a son, a daughter, five grandchildren,
and a great-granddaughter survive.
’57 P hilip K. Brown, Fresno, Ohio, Aug.
11, 2006. Phil belonged to the Chemistry,
Sociology, German, Sailing, and Young
Republicans Clubs at Wooster, where he
majored in sociology. He earned an M.S.W.
from Bowling Green State U and moved to
Coshocton County, Ohio, in 1961 to establish
a rural home for foster care. He spent 30 years
working for the KHC Development Corp.,
beginning as the first director of Manpower
and serving as K H C ’s C E O (1976-2000) and
then as its president. Phil married Deborah
Manning in 1976. In retirement the couple
owned and operated Muskingum Coach Co.
and Eagle Rock Tours. Phil was an active
member, deacon, and former officer of
Central Christian Church. He enjoyed farm
ing and model railroads. Deborah, three sons,
five grandchildren, and two siblings survive.
x’57Joel Richard Stedman, Miami, Fla.,
June 15, 2006. He was a reporter for the
Voice and belonged to Westminster Choir
and Freshman Men’s Governing Council.
He moved to Miami and pursued a business
career. His wife, Barbara, survives.
’56 Loretta J. Conrad, Westlake, Ohio,
July 30, 2006. Loretta sang in the Concert
Choir and Women’s Chorus, presided over
the Music Education Club, and accompa
nied the M en’s Chorus. A music education
major, she first worked in the Elyria (Ohio)
schools. Loretta taught the children of mili
tary personnel for the U.S. Department of
Defense in Germany and Japan in the
1960s. She earned a master’s at the U of
Colorado (1969) and certification at John
Carroll U (1979). Loretta then served as an
assistant principal and music teacher in Bay
Village, Ohio, retiring in 1989. She also
accompanied several groups and church
choirs, gave piano private lessons, played for
community theatre productions, and sang
with the Cleveland Orchestra Chorus. A
sister, Mildred Conrad Yanta, survives.

x’54 Eleanor Brackett McVey, Burke,
Va., May 31, 2006. She majored in psychol
ogy and married James L. McVey.
’52 Robert A . Ritchie, Litchfield Park,
Ariz., Sept. 7, 2006. A political science major,
Bob belonged to Seventh Section and was its
president as a senior. He served in the U.S.
Army (1952-54) and married Marguerite
Anderson ’52 in 1953. Bob earned a J.D. at
the U of Michigan in 1958, and he and his
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wife moved to Phoenix. Bob worked as a city
prosecutor before beginning a private practice
in West Valley, Ariz. He joined the Maricopa
County Public Defenders Office in 1967,
where he worked until he retired in 1989. Bob
enjoyed crossword puzzles, acting in commu
nity theatre, and rooting for the Michigan
Wolverines. His wife and two daughters
survive. A sister died previously.
’51 W illiam John M urpheyjr., Boiling
Springs, Pa., Oct. 4, 2006. Bill served in the
U.S. Marine Corps in W W II before attending
the College. He was drum major in the Scot
Band (and helped build the band’s drum
section), belonged to First Section, and played
in the Symphony Orchestra. Bill married Janet
Johnson ’48 in 1949. Influenced by College
pastor John Bates, he earned a B.D. at West
minster Theological Seminary (1954) and was
ordained as a minister of the Presbyterian
Church USA. He later earned an M.Div. from
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary (1972).
Bill’s first church was in Marion Center,
Pa. He also served churches in Cleveland
Heights, Ohio, Greenwich, Conn., and
Jenkintown, Pa, retiring from Camp Hill (Pa.)
Presbyterian Church as pastor, emeritus, in
1997, after 14 years there. Bill helped build the
Old Greenwich Presbyterian Church from 60
members to over 400. He moderated the
Synod of the Northeast, mentored seminarians
and other pastors, and served interim
pastorates in retirement. He belonged to the
Scottish Society of Central Pennsylvania and
played in a local jazz band. Daughter Diane
Murphey Land ’76 and three grandchildren
survive. His wife died on Jan. 7, 2007; another
daughter, Christine Murphey Poloni ’74, died
in Aug. 2006.

John played Scot football and belonged to
Fifth Section and the Economics Club. He
worked as sales manager for the Standard
Pressed Steel Co. (1960s-70s) in Milwaukee
and Detroit. John later joined W rought
Washer Co. in Wisconsin as general sales
manager and worked there until he retired.
He and his wife, Glenda Fuller Allen, lived
in Brevard, N.C., for several years before
moving back to northeast Ohio, where they
had met. John was an easygoing, friendly
person whom it was easy to like and admire.
H e loved life and enjoyed his business and
family relationships to the utmost. Surviving
are his wife, a sister, two daughters, a son,
and six grandchildren.

— Robert Lawther 50
’50 D orothy Aebischer Baranski,

Haleiwa, Hawaii, Aug. 14, 2006. She
majored in chemistry and belonged to
Trumps and Chemistry Club. Dorothy
worked as a chemist in Chicago (1950-53).
In 1950 she married Leo Baranski ’50. She
worked for the psychology department of
Princeton U (1955-57), then in research for
Pacific Oaks College and the U of Southern
California School of Pharmacy (1962-78).
Dorothy was an active Unitarian-Universalist,
serving on committees in social justice, peace,
and environmental issues. She moved to
Hawaii in 1990 and became a lay minister of
the First Unitarian Church of Honolulu. Two
daughters, a brother, and seven grandchildren
survive. Leo and a son died previously.
’48 Florence Zuppas Gatsios, Camarillo,
Calif., May 19, 2004. She taught elementary
school for 45 years, retiring in 1990. Florence
and her husband, William, belonged to Santa
Barbara Greek Orthodox Church and were
founding members of St. Demetrios Greek
Orthodox Church. Florence also belonged to
the California Retired Teachers Association
and the Daughters of Penelope. She loved to
sing and dance to Greek and German tunes.
Surviving are a brother, Nicholas x’49, a daugh
ter, a granddaughter, and two great-grandsons.
Bill and another brother died previously.

’51 E . Ray W illis , Lodi, Calif, Oct. 29,
2006. Ray attended Wooster as a U.S. Navy
veteran and married Jean Danals in 1947.
He enjoyed the campus atmosphere and
coffee breaks at The Shack. Ray majored in
sociology and entered the Goodyear Aircraft
Corp. management training program after
graduation. He stayed at Goodyear for 10
years, in production planning, before joining
Leslie-Locke Manufacturing Co. in 1960 in
sales. Ray retired from Leslie-Locke in 1982
as western regional manager. He enjoyed
travel and golf. Ray belonged to Grace
Presbyterian Church and the American
Legion. Jean, a son, a daughter, and a grand
daughter survive.

O ’Fallon, 111., Dec. 1, 2002. LaVerne
married Wesley Bornemann in 1947; they
had five children. The family lived in various
locations in Minnesota and Illinois, while
Wesley served as a minister in the
Evangelical Reformed Church.

’50 John C . A llen , Avon Lake, Ohio, July
28, 2006, suddenly. He majored in econom
ics and was vice president of his senior class.

’47 Ralph J. Donaldson Jr., Duxbury,
Mass., formerly of Sudbury, Oct. 7, 2006.
He served in the U.S. Air Force during

x’47 LaVerne W elch Bornemann,

W W II and studied meteorology before
attending the College. Ralph belonged to
Eighth Section and the Committee for
Freedom and Peace. He majored in physics,
graduating Phi Beta Kappa. H e always
claimed that Wooster gave him his best
educational experience.
In 1949 he earned a master’s in applied
physics at Harvard U. Ralph made signifi
cant contributions to the field of meteorol
ogy, including discovering a Doppler radar
technique to forecast severe storms and
tornadoes. The author or co-author of
almost 100 publications, he was a Fellow of
the American Meteorological Society and
belonged to the Scientific Research Society
of America. In Sudbury Ralph was active in
First Parish Church, where he began the lay
summer service. Surviving are Denny
Emanuel Donaldson (his high school sweet
heart and wife o f 57 years), two brothers,
two daughters, and a granddaughter.
’47 W in ifred Mayers Rampe, Crystal
Lake, 111., Sept. 17, 2006. Winifred majored
in sociology and belonged to Sphinx. She
married David A. Rampe in 1951. The
family lived for a time in Puerto Rico before
moving to Crystal Lake in 1963. Winifred
was active in Storybook Playhouse and
AAUW. She served on the board of the
McHenry County Mental Health Resources
League and as a charter member of the
county genealogical society. H er hobbies
included genealogy, book groups, and travel.
David, three sons, and a daughter survive. A
brother died previously.
’45 W illia m D . Johnson, Sun Valley,
Idaho, July 2, 2006, of cancer. The son of
William ’15 and Irene Honsacker T3
Johnson, Bill belonged to Sixth Section and
majored in chemistry. He joined the U.S.
Navy and served in the Philippines during
W W II. After the war Bill earned a degree
in mechanical engineering at Northwestern
U. He worked with Bell and Howell for 16
years, then founded Dycast Inc. in Illinois.
Bill became president of the company. He
retired and sold the business in 1988, when
he and his wife, Priscilla Allgyer Johnson
x’46, moved to Idaho.
In Illinois Bill served as deacon, trustee,
and elder at First Presbyterian Church of
Deerfield. Priscilla, a daughter, three sons,
and nine grandchildren survive. A sister,
Janet Johnson Murphey ’48, died in
Jan. 2007.
’44 M argaret Tewksbury Thom pson,
Seville, Ohio, Aug 13, 2006. Born and

raised in China as the daughter of mission
aries, Margaret met David Thompson ’43
when she joined Westminster Presbyterian
Church choir as a freshman. They married
in 1944. She belonged to Fortnightly Club,
Arrows, and sang in the Women’s Chorus at
Wooster. Margaret graduated with a degree
in music performance and taught public
school before opening a studio for private
piano lessons. She studied at Yale tJ for a
year after her marriage, while Dave served in
the Army overseas. Margaret served many
local musical organizations, taught Sunday
school, played the organ, and sang in the
church choir. Dave survives, along with four
siblings and two generations of nieces and
nephews. A sister died previously.
’43 M ary Elizabeth “Betty” M ille r Aber,

Lawrence, Kans., Dec. 10, 2005. Betty
majored in vocal performance and sang in
the Gospel Choir and Women’s Chorus. She
also belonged to Dominoes at Wooster.
Betty worked at the Carnegie Institute of
Technology after graduation and sang in the
Pittsburgh Opera Chorus, where she met
Bob Aber. They married in 1947. The
couple sang together for several years in the
Pittsburgh area.
Betty belonged to the Tuesday Musical
Choral Society and the choirs of Trinity
United M ethodist Church o f Christ,
Central Christian Church of Oakland,
and Edgewood Presbyterian Church. She
volunteered with the Monroeville Mall
M inistry for 30 years. Bob and a brother
died previously. A son, David ’73, and two
grandsons survive.
x’43 Joanne Powell Alexander,

Piscataway, N.J., May 20, 2003. Joanne
graduated from Barnard College and
married Robert Alexander in 1949. They
had two children. Joanne belonged to the
League of Women Voters and the Women’s
League of Rutgers.
x’43 V irginia W eiler Thornburg, Middletown, Ohio, formerly of Lake Wylie, S.C.,
Sept. 18, 2006. Virginia earned a B.S. in
education at Ohio State U and married
Rodman Thornburg in 1952 at Wooster’s
Memorial Chapel. A son, granddaughter, and
brother survive. Rodman died previously.
’43 Douglas D . Zook, Fairlawn, Ohio,
Aug. 17, 2006. Doug participated in the
Debate, Drama, and Glee Clubs and Eighth
Section and majored in economics. He
joined the U.S. Air Force after graduation
and flew 50 combat missions, earning the

Air Medal with four Oak Leaf Clusters.
He earned a law degree in 1947 at Western
Reserve U.
Doug married Vivian Leisinger in 1957.
During his long law career, he served as
Fairlawn’s law director. He sang in the choir,
taught Sunday school, and served on several
boards and committees at Christ United
Methodist Church, where he belonged for
more than 50 years. Doug also volunteered
for the Scouts and at the Stan Hywet Ohio
Mart. H e enjoyed gardening and attending
concerts and the theater. Vivian, two sons,
and three grandchildren survive. A sister
died previously.
42 M argaret “Peggy” C raig Dixson,

Longwood, Fla., July 12, 2006. She
majored in sociology and belonged to
Sphinx at Wooster and attended the U of
Texas Engineering School (1943). Peggy
married Herman R. Dixson in 1954. She
volunteered at the W inter Park Memorial
Hospital and loved to ski and play golf.
Surviving are two sons and a daughter,
seven grandchildren, and four great-grand
children. Herman and another daughter
died previously.
’42 Jane C harlotte Ross, Oakmont, Pa.,
Jan. 14, 2005. Jane majored in sociology and
participated in Dominoes and the French
and German Clubs. After graduation she
went to work for Bell Telephone Co. in
Pennsylvania and retired in 1978 as office
manager. Jane served as secretary of the
Pittsburgh area’s Wooster alumni group in
the 1940s. She belonged to East Liberty
Presbyterian Church and its Women’s
Association and was an elder. Jane traveled
widely and volunteered at West Penn
Hospital. A sister died previously.
’41 Francis “Frenchy” W . Browne,

Madison, Wis., Oct. 22, 2006. Frenchy sang
in the choir at the College, where he met
Joan Campbell ’41. They married in 1942
before Frenchy joined the U.S. Army as an
infantry captain (1942-46). He won the
Bronze Star and Flying Cloud medals.
Frenchy earned an M. Div. from Princeton
Theological Seminary (1949) and began his
pastoral career at First Presbyterian Church
in Folsom, Pa.
In 1952 the Browne family left for India,
to work at Woodstock School. Frenchy
served for 20 years as chaplain and teacher
there, and he and Joan organized a theatre
and speech program. W hile on furlough,
Frenchy earned a Th.M . in pastoral counsel
ing from Princeton (1959). After returning
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C lassN otes
from India, he served in churches in
Reynoldsville, Rices Landing, and Jefferson,
Pa., and as moderator of Kiskiminetas
Presbytery. H e retired in 1986 and was an
active member of the Rotary and Lions
Clubs and Kiwanis.
Surviving are Joan; three sons, including
William C. 71 and Bruce M. 74; two
daughters, including Joan Browne Brooks
’66; several grandchildren and great-grand
children, and other alumni relatives, includ
ing sister Beatrice Browne Wylie ’40.
x’41 Esther Rowe Jones, Dover, Del.,
June 7, 2006. Esther’s husband, Wendell M.
Jones, died previously. Survivors include a
son and three sisters, Ruth Rowe Ferm ’46,
Bessie Rowe Herlinger x’41, and Ellamae R.
Rowe ’44.
x’41 Lois Thelm a H am ilto n M arnie,

Sarasota, Fla., May 21, 2006. Lois trans
ferred to Western Reserve U and earned a
B.S. in education. She married Alfred J.
Marnie in 1949. Lois taught kindergarten
in East Cleveland, Ohio, directed a nursery
school in Lyndhurst, Ohio, and taught
seminars on preparing for kindergarten.
She presided over the Sarasota Welcome
Wagon, Manasota Republican Club, and
Allamanda Circle of the Sarasota Garden
Club. Alfred died previously.
x’41 D orothy Crem er Peabody,

Willoughby, Ohio, July 31, 2006. Her
husband of 40 years, Richard F. Peabody,
survives, in addition to a sister, three chil
dren, two stepchildren, 13 grandchildren,
and eight great-grandchildren. A son and a
brother died previously.
’41 J. Bruce Powers, Stow, N.Y., Feb.
28, 2003. Bruce was captain o f the track
and cross country teams and president of
First Section at Wooster, where he also
trained as a pilot. He served in the Marine
Air Corps (1940-57). Joining the family
business after military service, Bruce even
tually owned and operated the former
Powers Funeral Home Inc. Among other
civic activities, he served on the executive
board of hospice in Jamestown, N.Y., and
as commander o f the Lou Spring Post,
149, o f the American Legion. Bruce trav
eled to Russia as a representative o f U.S.
funeral directors and to Central America
with the Full Gospel Businessman’s
Fellowship Interna-tional. Surviving are
his wife o f almost 30 years, M uriel Prosser
Powers, a son, a daughter, three grandchil
dren, and a sister.
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’41 Katherine Som m erlatte Van Eerde,

Bethlehem, Pa., Aug. 15, 2006. Katherine
sang in the Wooster Chorus and choir,
belonged to the Pembroke Literary Society,
and graduated Phi Beta Kappa. She earned a
master’s and Ph.D. from Yale U. Katherine
married John Van Eerde in 1946. She was a
part-time correspondent for the Providence
Journal Bulletin while at the U of Rhode
Island and worked in the intelligence division
of the U.S. State Department (1951-55).
Katherine taught history for 25 years and
was a past department chair at Muhlenberg
College in Allentown, Pa., before retiring in
1986 as professor, emerita. She was a part
time foreign correspondent for the Call
Chronicle in Allentown. In 1971 Katherine
received a Guggenheim Fellowship. She
belonged to AAUP, AAUW, and Christ
United Church of Christ in Bethlehem and
volunteered at the Good Shepherd and
Phoebe Homes in Allentown. John died
previously; a daughter survives.
’40 A rth u r W . Cowles, Tucson, Ariz.,
Aug 10, 2006. He graduated with majors in
English and political science and served in
the U.S. Army during W W II. Art also
graduated from Harvard’s Advanced
Management Program (1966). He worked
in advertising for G.E., Carborundum, and
Marsteller Inc. before joining Koppers Co.
as vice president (1965). Art served on the
executive committee for the Pittsburgh
Public Theatre and as president of the
D.C.-based Public Affairs Council and
Pittsburgh Chamber of Commerce. In
retirement he enjoyed flying small aircraft
and teaching and attending classes for older
adults at the U of Arizona. He also enjoyed
golf and tennis. Art served on the College’s
50th anniversary fund committee. Surviving
are his wife of 30 years, Helen, eight chil
dren, including Shelly Cowles Bates 73, and
11 grandchildren.
’40 A rth u r W . M u lle tt, Mt. Vernon,

Ohio, June 20, 2006. He graduated from
Asbury Theological Seminary and married
M artha Jane Ramsey in 1939. Arthur was
an author, farmer, and musician, as well as a
minister at Sawyerwood EUB Church and
several United Methodist churches in Ohio.
Surviving are his wife, two daughters, two
sons, nine grandchildren, and 10 great
grandchildren. A brother and another son
died previously.
’40 Jeanne D ille y W ooding, Chico,
Calif., July 6, 2006. She was raised in China,
one of six children of a missionary couple.

Jeanne majored in sociology, starred in field
hockey, and was a freshman counselor. She
also belonged to the Women’s Athletic
Association and sang in the Women’s Glee
Club. Jeanne married Harry Cameron
Wooding ’38 in 1941. H e served the
Mountain View (Calif.) Presbyterian
Church as pastor for many years. Jeanne
played the violin in the community orches
tra and volunteered at a school for children
with special needs. She enjoyed tennis and
bridge—and her six grandchildren, who
survive, in addition to three daughters.
Harry and two sons died previously.
’39 Robert A . Anderson, Wooster, Aug.
10, 2006. A member of Seventh Section, he
majored in chemistry, lettered in golf, and
presided over his senior class. Bob joined the
Army while attending Western Reserve U
School of Medicine. He finished the M.D.
and married Dorothy Knollman in 1944
before leaving for basic training. Bob served
in Guadalcanal and Okinawa. After attain
ing the rank of captain, he served as CEO
of an Army hospital in South Korea.
In 1949, after a residency in Cincinnati,
Bob and his wife settled in Wooster. He
worked as the College physician while estab
lishing a medical practice. Bob served several
generations of families, even making house
calls. Retiring in 1980, he honed his golf
game and won several tournaments. He was
active in Rotary. His wife died in 2002; three
children and three grandchildren survive.
x’39J. M ild red James A rm our, Niles,
Ohio, May 17, 2006. Mildred worked as a
secretary at a junior high school and retired
as the secretary to the Niles Board of
Education. She married Walton O. James in
1946; they had two daughters. Mildred
belonged to Eastern Star. Her husband died
previously.
’39 H u b ert B. H u n t, Wooster, Aug. 21,
2006. He majored in economics and served
as business manager for Men’s Glee Club
and president of Eighth Section. For 45
years Hubert worked for Steam Economies
of Wooster, starting as a manufacturer’s
representative and becoming president and
owner. He belonged to Kiwanis and the
National Association of Power Engineers
and served on the board of the local YMCA
and United Methodist Church. He presided
over his Wooster class in the 1990s and kept
in close contact with the College.
Hubert married his Wooster sweetheart,
Jean Morris ’39, in 1942. She died in 1968.
The next year Hubert married long-time

friend Phoebe Houser ’43. In retirement
they enjoyed driving the Ohio hills and trav
eling out of the country. Phoebe died three
months after Hubert. Surviving are four
children, including Virginia H unt Anderson
x’74, three stepchildren, 11 grandchildren,
including Brian B. H unt ’OS, and two great
grandchildren.
’38 Lois Eileen Moyer, Conneautville, Pa.,
Oct. 27, 2006. Lois majored in mathematics
and graduated Phi Beta Kappa. She earned an
M.A.T. from Ohio Wesleyan U. During
W W II Lois served with the Navy’s WAVES.
She taught high school in Rootstown, Ohio,
for two years before moving to Chattanooga,
Tenn. There she taught at the Girls’ Prepara
tory School for 36 years. Lois served as a
Class Agent for the College, belonged to
Mensa and AAUW, and was a 50-year
member of First-Centenary M ethodist
Church. She enjoyed photography and travel
ing. Lois moved to Pennsylvania around
2003. A brother and nephew died previously;
surviving are a brother and nieces and
nephews in two generations.

x’37 Paul Shellhammer, Ashtabula,
Ohio, Oct. 22, 2006. He farmed for many
years and drove school buses for Buckeye
Local Schools and the Ashtabula County
Public Library’s bookmobile. He was an
active member of the East Side Presbyterian
Church and the Rising Sun Lodge. His
wife, Agnes McConnell Shellhammer,
survives, in addition to four children, 11
grandchildren, and six great-grandchildren.
A son died previously.
’36 J. W illiam “B ill” Everson, Midland,
Mich., Sept. 10, 2006. He majored in chem
istry and belonged to Third Section and the
Congressional and Fortnightly Clubs. Bill
earned an M.S. from the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (1940) and an
M.B.A. from Harvard Business School
(1942). H e served in the U.S. Navy during
W W II. In 1946 Bill joined Dow Chemical
Co.’s market research department and
worked there until his retirement (1979). He
served on the boards of the M idland Center
for the Arts and Grace A. Dow Memorial
Library and belonged to Rotary. His wife,
Jean Balph Everson, two children, three
grandchildren, and six great-grandchildren
survive.
’35 Phyllis Baillie Dunlap, South Bend,
Ind., Aug. 1, 2006. She majored in history
and married D. Logan Dunlap ’35. Phyllis
was an elder and dedicated member of First

Presbyterian Church and its Clara Edwards
Sewing Circle and was active in the Wabash
Presbytery. She also volunteered for the
Junior League of South Bend, Memorial
Hospital and its auxiliary, and the Broadway
Theatre League. Phyllis enjoyed Chicago
Cubs games, collecting dolls, and knitting
sweaters for her family, whom she loved
dearly. Surviving are her husband, a daugh
ter, Diane Dunlap Sisley ’59, and two sons,
including V. Baillie Dunlap ’66, seven
grandchildren, and five great-grandchildren.
Four siblings died previously.
x’35 Virginia Simon Hering, Willowick,
Ohio, Feb. 28, 2006. Virginia graduated
from Ohio Wesleyan U (1934) and taught
in the South Euclid-Lyndhurst schools. She
married Stephen A. Hering in 1937; they
had three children. Virginia enjoyed travel
ing. Stephen died previously. Surviving are
her children and grandchildren.

’35 J. Franklin M cH endry, St.
Augustine, Fla., Dec. 27, 2005. He majored
in philosophy and earned a B.D. at
Princeton Theological Seminary (1938).
Franklin was pastor of the Highland United
Presbyterian Church and Largo Presbyterian
Church in Florida and served the
Presbyterian Board of Missions. He retired
in 1987, after 50 years of ministry. Franklin
served on the boards of several community
groups, including the YMCA and Kiwanis.
He and his wife, Ruth Kerr McHendry
x’38, traveled often to Europe and Israel.
Ruth, a daughter, a son, grandchildren, and
great-grandchildren survive. A brother, J.
Taylor ’39, died previously.
’33 Agnes “M atey” Carson Rice, Black
Mountain, N.C., Aug. 5, 2006. An English
major, Agnes served on the Student Senate
and helped sew the costumes for Color Day.
In 1933 she married Richardson “Dick” Rice
’33. The couple lived in New England,
Egypt, Germany, and Austria before moving
to Black Mountain in 1980. They worked
together on the Black Mountain Pairing
Project, developing a sister city relationship
with a Russian town and leading the group’s
first trip overseas.
Agnes served on the project’s board, as
well as on those of the Asheville UN
Association and Church Women United.
She belonged to Warren Wilson
Presbyterian Church and two quilting
groups. Dick died in 1990. Agnes enjoyed a
special 95th birthday celebration on the day
before her death.
Surviving are three daughters, including

Muriel Rice Roberts ’59, seven grandchil
dren, and 11 great-grandchildren. Two chil
dren, granddaughter Karen “Jai” Roberts
Williams x’88, and sister Catherine Carson
Marsh ’29 died previously.
’32 John E . Exter, Dover, N.H., Feb. 28,
2006. H e majored in history and won
departmental honors. John earned an M.A.
from the Fletcher School of Law and
Diplomacy (1934). He taught at the
Western Reserve Academy and at Harvard
U, while studying economics there. He
entered the world of banking, serving on the
staff of the Federal Reserve Bank’s Board of
Governors, helping set up banking in the
Philippines and Ceylon, and serving as vice
president of the Federal Reserve Bank and
the First National City Bank (now
Citibank), both in New York City.
John retired in 1972 to work as a
consultant in domestic and international
matters. He and his wife, Marion Fitch
Exter 33, won the Alumni Association’s
Distinguished Alumni Award in 1979. John
served the College as Alumni Trustee
(1962-68). Marion, two sons, including
George F. 74, two daughters, and six grand
children survive.
’31 Raymond H . M ille r, Akron, Ohio,
Aug. 7, 2006. He majored in chemistry and
earned an M.A. from U of Michigan
(1939). Ray belonged to Third Section and
played football, basketball, and baseball. In
1969 he was elected into the College’s
Athletic Hall o f Fame. He taught and
coached in Cadiz, Ohio, and became a
school principal (1936). Ray joined
Goodyear Tire and Rubber Co. during
W W II and worked there for 32 years,
becoming chief engineer in 1967. H e and
his wife, Doris Noble Miller ’32, loved to
golf and bowl. Surviving are three children,
including Ronald H. ’60 and Barbara Miller
Gillespie x’63, 10 grandchildren, and 16
great-grandchildren. Doris died previously.
’30 Ruth H oerr Metzler, Wooster, Apr.
23, 2006. She majored in English and
pursued graduate studies at Pennsylvania
State U and the U of Pittsburgh. Ruth taught
English, French, and adult education and
tutored. She belonged to First Presbyterian
Church and was a former officer of its
Womens Association. Her husband, Walter
Metzler ’29, died previously, as did a brother.
Surviving are two daughters, including Susan
Metzler Buchwalter x’67, three grandchil
dren, two step-grandchildren, and seven
great-grandchildren.
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A LOOK BACK

Family History

Wooster in India

BY JIMMY WILKINSON MEYER

Billions o f blessings
On Jan. 3, 2007, in a tiny Indian fishing
village, a band played, garlands waved, and
people smiled broadly. In gratitude, the village
of Pudupattinam formally changed its name
to Wooster Nagar.
People on the other side of the world smiled
broadly, too. Some recalled the many other links
forged between the College on the hill and peo
ple in India.
The January dedication ceremony connected
residents of Wooster, both the town and the
campus, with people living along the Indian
Ocean. To help the tiny village recover from the

Edwards, director of international student affairs,
and Varun Gupta '05 guided the campus initia
tive. Most of the College money came from the

Allahabad. McAfee spent two years teaching,
supervising a dorm, and leading student activities.

Soup and Bread program, but 12 other groups
also contributed.

Herbert Rice, Wooster's Class of 1906 and
Ewing's principal in the '30s, and his wife, Mary
Compton Rice, Class of 1911 (daughter of

The tsunami wrenched the lives of many res
idents of coastal India, including the 26 families

Wooster philosophy professor and dean Elias
Compton), suggested the program to give new

from Pudupattinam, who traditionally fish by
hand, with nets—not from boats. These families
pooled their slim resources to buy land farther
away from the sea but close to an estuary for

Wooster graduates experience in the mission
field. The Rices also hoped to build a close rela

fishing. But their hastily built shelters leaked and
got way too hot. Sanitation was non-existent.
Children, now afraid to romp in the sea, had no

funds to send 21 additional Wooster-in-lndia rep
resentatives to Ewing. Fund-raisers and activities

tionship between the two Presbyterian schools.
Over the next 40 years, Wooster students raised

place to play.

included the ever-popular India dinner, for exam
ple. In turn, Ewing Christian School sent faculty to

The money from Wooster built 26 tsunamiproof homes, a community center, a waterpurification system, and a playground.

Wooster and began the Wooster-at-Ewing Club.
Students in each school treasured their crosscultural experiences.

Venkataraman had a personal interest—his
sister's home in India barely escaped the tidal

Continuing a tradition

These initiatives forged bonds of friendship
and understanding that run deeper than the dol

This was not the first time that College of

lars raised, deeper than any tidal wave. Doug

wave, and families living on the shore lost every

Wooster students connected with people in India.

thing. He and Musselman rallied businesses and

Drushal '74 accompanied Bala Venkataraman to
India in January for the dedication of Wooster

nonprofits. The Noble Foundation, led by David

Continuing a strong missionary tradition, in the
1931-32 school year, students raised money to

Noble '63, donated $20,000. Nancy Anderson
of Longbrake Student Wellness Center, Karen

send the first College representative, William
McAfee '32, to Ewing Christian College in

devastating tsunami of 2004, Wooster business
leaders Bala Venkataraman, Jim Musselman '89,
and others led a town-gown effort and raised
$ 100,000. The College community contributed
more than 13 percent-$ 13,553, to be exact.

Nagar. He heard the villagers say they were send
ing “billions and billions of blessings” to Wooster.
The blessings flow in both directions.

“We had high tea on this little rowboat out in the Jumna River, as
guests of some of the faculty of Ewing Christian College. And as we
sat in the sunset together, I thought it symbolized the state of the
world today—we were all there in that boat together, and that boat
would either get us all safely to shore or sink—and we would all be in
trouble." College President J. Garber Drushal, 1967-77, recalling a
1972 trip to India, from the Alumni Bulletin, April 1973
p h o to s
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Courtesy of the Drushal family
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Leadership has many faces. Sometimes they makes headlines...

Willis Lord
1870-1873

Archibald Alexander Edward Taylor

Sylvester Fithian Scovel

Louis Edward Holden

1873-1883

1883-1899

1899-1915

John Campbell White

Charles Frederick Wishart

Howard Foster Lowry

J. Garber Drushal

1915-1919

1919-1944

1944-1967

1967-1977

...and sometimes they are
behind the scenes.

Wooster will lower its current
annuity rates on July 1, 2007.

Charitable gift annuities allow alumni,

wish to help provide for Wooster’s

parents, and friends to support The

future and take advantage of the

College of Wooster, ensure its continuing

current higher rates, please contact:

Individuals age 55 and older who

strength in the future, and receive
income for life.

The Office of Development
The College of Wooster

Henry Jefferson Copeland

Raleigh Stanton Hales

1977-1995

1995-2007

Alumni, parents, and friends
1870-present

330-263-2293
development@wooster.edu
www.wooster.plannedgifts.org

Wooster
A QUARTERLY MAGAZINE FOR ALUMNI &
FRIENDS OF THE COLLEGE OF WOOSTER

The College of Wooster
1189 Beall Avenue

Ebert Art Center

Wooster, OH 44691-2393

In

Closing

JESSICA

Jessica Hill, who graduates this spring in

robes, incense, and candles to fill the silver

religious studies, studied Buddhism during her
200 5 trip to Thailand. “This photograph was

merit bowls of the monks.”
Jessica was one of 142 students to participate

MONKS

taken on Father's Day, also known as the birth

in Wooster's off-campus study program during

HI LL

day of King Bhumibol Adulyadej Rama IX of

2 0 0 5 -0 6 . Following graduation, she hopes to
volunteer with AmeriCorps or the Presbyterian

’ 07

Thailand," explains Hill. “People lined the streets
of downtown Chiang Mai as early as 4 a.m., to
honor the king and to bring offerings of food,

Church USA Young Adult Volunteer program an<|
eventually go to divinity school.

